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Torque Control
Ah. August! lhat magical time, when a young man's faocy
tuIn$ to... awards?

We have a couple of bits of award-related contl"l'lt this tiD'M"
around. First and~ Adam Rober'U takes a look at the
SF of new Nobel Laureate Doris Lessing.. asking why - despite
her klndnes& for the genre - the SF community and anon
seem not to haveembrared her work.. (I'm as guilty as anyone
of this. 50 I'm going to read the two novels of hers that I have
on the ~If - MilrQ Qnd DIlnn and its long-windedly titled
sequel - and report back.) We also have a letter from Nic
Clarke, responding to Graham Sleight's suggestion,. in his
column last issue, that the Oarke Award judges release a
statement or contribute to a panel discussing the choices they
make, There was a bit more discussion of this issue on Torque
Control, whl"l'l I posted Graham's column on the Vutor
website {11 - but don't let that stop this new tradition of
sending letters! Letters are good.

Nnmlnilling for the BSFA Awards is also good. which is
why we have a short article by the new Awards
Administrator, Donna Scott. reminding you that nominations
are now open for best novel. best short fiction. best artwork,.
and best non-fiction.

But before we get loo caught up in divining the best of this
year, there's the final post-mortem on the best ollllSt ynr tu

consider. The Hugo Awards. as I'm sure most people reading
this have seen by now, threw up relatively few $Urprises. but
a number of notable results nonetheles6. Prr-eminImI among
them is prob;tbly Michael OIabon's win,. for 1M Yiddish
PoIiarrIct's U"itm, in Bet Novel. Despite predietioru that the
8SFA Awards (in which OIabon finished last) would be a
good barometer fur the Hugos. I don't think Clulbon's win
comes as a surprise, nor do I think it's undeserved. But it is
surely notable: not 50 much for the fact that it completes a
Nebula-Hugo double, or fur the fact that Chabon picl<l:'d up
the Locus and Sidewise Awards besides, but for the fact that
Chabon is now the only writer ever to win a Pulitzer and a
Hugo, and arguably the first author not from a genre
background to win. (Susanna Clarke had published a number
of short stories in genre venues before jo"lIlhQ/'I Slra"se & Mr
Norrell appea~, for instanCl.'.) Of course, Chabon Is a special
case, and has been heading towards g('f'lre for the last decade
or mOn!o (I'ye been dipping into his recent essay collection.
MIIp$ Ilnd ~'Ids, and my strongest impression lilO far is that
in this instance, he's not writing for me, because I don't need
to be convinced. that genre fiction an be good.) So I don't
think ChaOOn's win indicates a paradigm shift in Hugo
voters' reading tastes, or that Margaret Atwood's next SF
noYel is a shoe-in for !hi! ballot; but when (~y) Junot Diu
gets around to publishing his SF novel. I wouldn't bet against
him becoming !hi! second writer to do !hi! Pulitzer-Hugo
double.

There's interest in some other categories, too. As last year,
when TIm ?ratt beat Neil Gail1\i1ln. the short story category

this yur ~w a relative newcomer, Eliubeth Bear, beat
established Hugo veterans. Mike Resnick and Michael
Swanwick - and quitr convincingly, too. I'm not sure I'd haW'
voted fur Bear's '"Tideline" over Ken MacLeod'J ""Who's
Afraid of Wolf3S9?~,but it's not an unworthy winner, and it's
very good to.see nrw I1MneS breaking through. Indeed. as was
pointed out by Nicholas Whyit', Bear is only the second Hugo
winner, ?rail being the first. to have been bom in the 1970s.
Meanwhile, in the first true test of the Best OTamatic
Presentation Long Form,lShort Fonn split. HmJrJ didn't take
home a Long Fonn win; Mary Robinette Kowal picked up the
John W. Campbell Award for Best New Writer, beating the
odds that have recently favoured noyelists; and John Scalzi
('f'lded Dayid Langford's run as Best Fan Writer by getting
twice as many first-plaCl.' votes. On accepting his award he
asked people to vote for someone else next year, a request he
later repealed on his blog; a good suggestion. sinCl.' it would
be nice to see the category open up properly, and one I intend
to follow, having just bought a membership for the Montreal
Worldcon.

Another thing I'll be doing in Montreal is attending the
WSFS business meeting to vote on the proposed abolition of
the Semiprozine category (AlISib't, Wcvs. tnttTUlrlt, NYRSF et
al.). and associated m.nges to the Hugos. I haym't fuUy
decided how I feel about this yet it will probably drpend on
how the associated changes are worded. As 5Omoone put it in
an online discussion. we have forty yeilOrs of experienC'e to It'll
us that newszines (Ansiblt, LocIl5) screw over any category in
which they are allowed to compete, but that there aretl't
enough of them to support a viilble category on their own.
The danger. I think. is that they end up slipping into another
category: either Best Related Work (as it will be retitled). or
Best Fanzinr (Kathryn Cramer has pointed out that NYRSF
could reclassify itself as a fanzine without too much difficulty)
and dominate there instead. However, if this i5 avoided, I
suspect I won't be too sorry to see Best Semiprozine go; there
doesn't have lobea I-Iugo category foreyerything.

Anyway. In "Oil-awards related content elsewhere in this
issue, we have a bumper catch-up reviews section. heroically
pulled together by Kari Sperring; Jonathan McCalmont on
SF's changing attitude to scientific laws; Frank Ludlow on
reviewing; plus regular columns from Stephen Buter, Saxon
Bullock,. Graham Sleight, and Andy Sawyer (who Ihi5 issue
looks at Vtdor 'I as his NFoundation FayouriteN). Next issu('
we're looking at war in SF, with among other things essays on
Tht OlrllutLRn Army, John Scalzi's "Grren. Soldier" trilogy, TItt

SDIllr eo"nor Chro"idts and the continuing influmce of Tht
WlIToflM Worlds.~ you there.

Niall Hanison

[I] htlp;J/Yeetoreditol"l.wordpress.wrnflJDlfO(Z!J/shotlld-the­
cJarke..awilrd-change1
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Letters
TOlftlefi!itor
I .....Id ....Ih IOte~ .md some inovduht, CrJoham Sk>1d>fs
roIumn M>nut thle OaTh.. A"'Jord 10 \',,'1,.. Z5r> n..,~,~ (It

m,'re;pl'ft5elSthatlfUSlOOnISl."'thlepotnt
F, Ur I hod ,th.1rd to "naglOt· th.ot ;an,. pubIKd,l.:U"....,ofthlS

=tuno ," Ix> posoll''(' r..Wrthan llIi'1:"h'le. "-.nbUlgOl1rel.,brat"'f\
the boo.,l~ lhal .. ",no ohorthstL-d r..th.-r tlun o.>Od..mmni/; tn.. ones llul

...'ett not Gr.ham'~ column, rnd..",<!lS"'::_ ,n POlOt ",lule n.. ~ s
th.1ttht.·WFAp.a.....llus ..,OIJt>dth.'p'n..1I ,11!o00>labk'Ih.:llluso n
.'1>"""""'1 l ....p" rir.::hnG lodd 10 !hf' t..C1 1Nl h,~ I""ounl" hoc». of
2O.r.w..' ..b5<-nlh·omtheshmlh".andh.......nl,lnlOl",· ...h)·

s.."\lnJh, n"..-nt nlOnlhs ha",: maJ.. 'I ..l'U"d..ntly d ..ar Ih..1
p""plecan ..nJ doh.. ,\,: F"'S/;ionaICCQTl'Cl"SoltK'ru ..b<>uI ltwO..rle

wl1houl ne.:dmg to lnoIY lheslighle:;lb'l about "'h\' Ih.. iudf\",ma<!e
the decis'ons t!ln d,d - .."d. lurthermore. that thOSt! n"ron~,bl .. for
lh,'mor.. lll"nonl<'d..m,>nI:;(lflh,sdi'iC\ls>lon ",ouldn.. ,therhSI"n

nnrCM"""Cn if the\' u,--r(lold.Thcv h.."" ldc... aooul Ih.. O .. rl"th..1
tr..l1J;c('ndlogic

I'o,dol Ihm).,,,'plamins "h..1 '11wl1.l1 ..... "I lho.>g..m..· "'..re for
anI g"enludglngpJOI'I "'ould help. t>«..U'l." tht.'1l p':Qple would just
a~ue ..bout lhe bound.mcs msl....d of Iht' l><""lo.5, Wh,le I adm,re the
optnrusm ,n Crafum's suggcsti<>n lful ... public st...I.:-mm1 ol some
h~,,,>uld~llsJ,·dlSSCnt..r.;.diftu""'''''lrag.. and t... ).,eu, ...1I loa
bl~ITUn"'lU",·hen>Ie\'"r"aned<'bat."drat~"",1I,·andontht'5;lIJlr

,...." ... rlt' spent enot1Pt tune on the mtemet 10 ).,f"I('>W that po.'Ople
d....·1 Jo'l:~ t>o!o;;...use t • lad. """"w. l;I('b to maJ",., ... rud~l:
thIe\' ......oucko.;au",I hlelo.rgut'. .md l:oe<:au..... nolwOper>ple:s

jUJ8"""K"'IS ...... lhesalnC'. ",·en ... 1wn t,,*,,· "'.".ale lh,: ..... f.A<-"t~

Am' IOrt .'1 public st.1temenl ·ould ~n'h unh ",I.il the
con:pi..... tl,....ril.... t<>.dlll~t. '"'f\..,p'·t,>('U8: ... hoonthe
run F'" ....,.,~ do....n. "tw. got ouI"oto:d.......1' not telhnlli the
... hnle ~tor" ... ho',. _>I> 1<>1" the Ill"",n .1U11. 0'1, (CMlr.l'"\' to

GrWm·.. ,ummenb on the f)oQlrr 1 tIunl d"~IUlIi: ,udges Iliomg
publ,.·d."" u"""rmme lhe ,'.1... 01 thi! .........rd. mld'-sloolmgpt'ttv.)
In OI""r word•. ,t ....ould nult' 'I al-oout lilt' IUdf\'''' md"Klual
pretc~'" anJ PTeJud,C<." nol ..bout 1ht.'1T I'"nl d•..:isKJrl 00 tile
boo15, rubhd, .,nng;and d,5:.';('dml'l Ih,~ would. pot.....".l" Ix> ... b'll
,lap m Ihi! faa! 10 ",""""I'r woo: actu.llll' .....E' onll' p".:....'\! ~'oors

bo..'c,,,,,,,, "I' wen> spill o"cr Iht' belt"r boolo.5, s.al'... not somelhmg
anrJward,h"Uldbe adm,lhngal,!sown ,-,:(l'lll,lOl

nllTdll·,8muderat,-.Jp..nel",,,,hl(hlnl'ludf:('St~the"publk

"''''''l~ 10 ml',l pMtlcularly [,m" ..d and problt'malic W3Vl,f l..c).,ling
Ih,.. I~~ue. smre " ",ill mev,tJbll' ~,\".. m"... w"'ilhl to those
mJ"ldual, who sp.:... )., more oonfide'1t1y ,n pubhc.•md ,ts m~g"
w,lIrcachalbt.-sI.lmymlnonlvolIIwClar).,t'sread""",t',ceptby

...·Jt.... I·"'temetrt'l"'rlmg
In f";"'i'OC'l', I can'l mlagme an\'lhml: u""'lul cummg 01 thl> ,dca.

no.·-,II.menhrel"hunesl-d,'lmulhc ·h\·tlle,udgeschose
thebQoh lho."\ d,d ,n theh",t p\iiao. Awards Jo not ..., ...w~. they .....
"slatem,:nt n<>l.nafItU.......1. Argwnf,. !Ih,n)., ,.f,,,the,,,,,tofusto
do. I ean re.aJ and h.OIe.n opuuon on lhe "",!«led ~.nd ...".,eIed -
boo..,l,..ll bl m\.-If ,thoul cilm ,mpo.»,n~ ... n.lfT"hw on the
,..d~· o:f>oic,."'or ""JU' them to unpooeorwlOt""'"

I'd prot>.abll' onll dlSag"'" ...·,th them. ;an'W"1
NicOark,.

To thtt'dilo,,-
'Pn:>du«'rS ta).,t' 1<>1" mgratitude I.... "'nhnjl;~ 01 toor I·t(·....en. (W,th

Jopokljl;ld to TaRore j

s..,on BoIIocL 1\',~,<'T :!.."". ""otchmg I.... Wood" r 391 m.:lles

'I<JnM: good mll" ........ 01 !hf' lV~ T....mnn' 11._ ,s il
IoglCllllocr,t>(U(',tforl>l'ins",roWtrIasnu"""......md."nuC ,th5f-
st\."" n.1·,),,"ng~ r.I...... lhan proptTSorn«-FIC!l<101 Or. Iou ;.., old
}c!d, rmnd trn:1..~ a.... no!: the progrllffi....... It'''l 'vu ...re InolinR
for"\trB\Jlk><.cl'

'ours~II'

Linds.aYJ"'l..wn

Tothlefi!ito,,-

'-'1Cl" 10 'ie'e ~ters m \ «t",. I w3~ talller wrpnjl,,\!. though. b)' the
n.atu .... oIMartlOL.·..." ..~llU!O,".. {V2561

I IhouRhI that Ptt.'S\dent B3.1t"r'~ P'e«' 00 lhe qlli'5hOO ot "a~

oth.'I'$<a'llS" In I.d'" 255 w.:lS fin.. I didnt llnd It 5tal.. ln faetl
lhough, LI wa§ grt'al 10 see an esl..blish~"d ...ulhor "o,re a
detemllna",'nhl(hallengi'l""""pli""",andunn,'t:1i'~rvmahgn,ng

of the"enn'.ll'iithe "",t tin'" I h..ves..'Cnanaulh.,rofralib",do<;()
publlcl)' and rumm,' 10 m(l", th..n jml wa,m air. and Ilh"," in 0"11
propt>rthalsuchbadpournahsmlSaddtt.'iSt-od

Nvrdld I f,,,,llhal the p,e<.:t! ......... unbal..nn<J by a poll,'\! h;~to..

of "lIS olhers SCI: U5~. ralhet". llhoughl i' ""S a good. rounded plet'r.
and I """'d It l""ron,''''g Ihal \1art,n would lIssome whall ........-d. I
.-.J5tepht'n6.a't('tlnlnl"".lhanlo.;,n·l'"\murn

Ilhm)., Ih.: d ...I...1# tht.· rt'n.....·~ dlSCUS"ed IS 'ut::.....'anl Tlw artld"
galtwrrd mel'l'l"tCt::'SJooo used them_lbe\' Jono re«'1l1 l.'IlOUgh ;md

1I1'f' 01 t.... bnrol..s R"I.'\('",.<J '" lhe same ,<sue 01 Vector ".., b old I
fu, .. no Id" oIlhe !>lephens [.,;td tnnt'. or how Ion~ tilt' ...rt,de .....as
... ,th ,·"'t, or " get, a ch.Ino...., 10 ... nl"~•. but I lor one

don I mind ..-.:.r~d _' be'ng mL-rrncN 10 sud1 ;.., .rtid... It
"'''S''I!!0oJ ar1l(lt>....J dut: !om,' proiL"""'.....1 Q.;cup.at",,", tIw I.;uI

w..,rnaiJotmclau,.:h.alot
n,.,lurth.-r .....tr.A<-"tIf<lmralrid. ...~·"",..,.·otTnn.I ..... Ill\';..,'s

"",'d ltut \brt'n prol ,des ~ rmpl\;ts'H"!i ...h, ,t, 'mportnot!o

'!~ti....nthe/llo.'E'dlor.'luronlhegt'lm'.\\'h,~kl"R:'\"'"that
,nd~ \u,il h,w. pr3l»O: lwl the "",,-<J 10 SOl'l'T. to tu,.., Jo..lv d'g,-,I

lhe ~ennol It !Jlouklnl - 11 b Urll'M't:t"''\dl)' I Ihm)., Ihl~ " wht'rt'
M... r11O mJ)' tu"e m.-d lhe poinllut.. ll,

SF ""l~ me 10 sun'"",, Ih<-' t""nl\ -hf'>t cmlul). It Mart", "",ant
to as)., ..... h\:th.. r "<,Iut",,... 10 the probl..ms human"y cutn:ntlv I","
ma\ benet,t I,om g''1l'u",'ti w,th open ""nd. -- I don't \..now. I d"
loow lh..1 muchlhal ",as un"" SF is now r"alll\'. and that th<'l'\',sa
d'll..rcnoxbo.'l"·''en h.l"nlg an id"a and malmgan ,dcJwo,l.The'l."
.. re IWud,ff..renljobs

In ,,11. I lhnuto\ht Marhn's I"lt..rw..sunf...., not ron.lruct"",and
oou(h,.,j in rather un/orlunal<' I..rn,s. Wortb such as "Iud,crou"~

"IIlCOmpctent'· ...oo ..my"p."...llseemal·"SCn-rc ltdw""'t;>eh,,,"'"
anylhmg.;md 10 be honcst ""; r.ther Uosc<:nUI·. and .1, n"'pcdlol 01

our newh' Jo>Cl'l\clt-d Suprt'tTIt' Lead... As .. B~~A member. I am

mcred,bl. gratetul to Sterhm Ba\ler lor ,,11 lhe hme and ..lIort he
putS ",to tho.' BSfA It he fuplX""" 10 wnle i(ln\cthm& I ...'" not
inl~I,-d m I ... ,ll ~P it - no big de.1 bul l".at h ra~. I ....>-sh.
"",ld,," thelolmt!ofaIlVK1or'srontribulo",

lTIul ""'d. I _Id 10\1." him 10 kx>l.1 Alt,...... t.:Seo:ond and then
FirstWoridWJon.!1

1d'dnt ... anl to"'" ... ntmgalrtter bl.r tlus.1.m lUr,-C\lr1lro"t'n\
"ndd~"",hcallh\.butlrorn"B5FA"·nl''rJn.,,pect.1 peel
mud! better, and I ((tleSl..., ~tarttnS aAAre5I>I\'" .n.t m rnl' mUlCi
unfaltst.nce

\ou"'rtc.
J.mtsBacon
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Oonna Scott
I ..""Id I,k tu rl h "'p""'''''g m, lh.>nl IU 0....... EI.....Iey. Ir"m
...""", llo~'" ,,, Itw roh> of BSFA .\"".r.1> ."Jm'N 1f.1,,,. ,,",00 lhL'I

'·~.T Sl,.,h.>"r"l,n<lcThngW'OrLO\·~'I""}".r'.nJl"nl. ~thioll

""nen,ul.leherloh.>lltrYIO"""L"lhe'n1n>'11onlromtwrl<'n"",lomme
Nrd. 'on'r'c"'....s. If' I~cl. you 9>.",1<1,,'1 ...,11"" "'" al .IL l ...""ld
l'lUWII,1 Mt\<Oe ,\11('" ~11. Ifs n<.>t .b"'.. II .... Admlnl.lr.to" Ifs ~~t H....

booLs'TlIestoflc.ll11ol' "'ord,,;IThearl'Hey.'I'••....,ul ttwSc'Cfl<\)FKtion
~Vl." r, II.~I r"''''''r! ...,,,,,,l"'ji' Wl,,,, "..~,,,, £,.eth

r",lh",,,,,,,.. ("/I·,,''''r, Ih~,..,beenl",·\I",dt'lw"IC.I",,,'wor<ls.lx>ul
IIuo 1I"j.A .w.,.d!!. ""d 10 4nn<>UJIl'<' lrol lhe n"nunolll\l'tll 3"" now
QlIKIOllyf'rt'n l ...y,/t"·'<dly,N><."'... lh"·e.Irt'.dy~~n'.f..w
noml""nON. "'..., Ifw summer. from ",.,mM... Imr..........l ... nh ... h•• lhey
""... ",.d,nlhtl"r.lsi,monlh,;oflhe~rI Iu,... b<-oon.bl.. 10 a«\'f'1
lhem t--.11.... 1.... 1,'rm.>toflhe .....nhhio''''''rn3ng<'dlromlbt".....
.nd ........q:on,"' .... lhe rrem' muchQlnC ~ 1\0'...... Bt,oISl'-*:
Firn(In Be>.IA,tworl..ndllnt:".",.Firt"",

n...R.ul~

'ouflUv"'..... ,.......... -"d'·ot,;
IA,....~oIlhesq:A

!.Qlcl,...,.non:l.........,...,lOlheA....dsAdnunlstt....... or!ll'l'ld!twm
10 ••n."l»·I.""~....· It>!h:l(kI'J

Bnt,·"....,
Tht~""""..I ...'.rd .. orenlO.any"'...'ri·~lh .."'l.ut ...""""''''

het....... or t.antuv lNl has bem rublWwd ,n tlw 1.: ... h... tt.. f,~ hme ,n
::'OO!l ('W-n.lliwd ....""hI .... r/,~. rrovldrd lhal rlw ru~IK.tkln dat. 01
lhe C\lno,;luJ,"lt parllS In:!lJ(ll1 If. ""'r/ h.>~ bn-n r .... ..-!v f"'Nl.t><d

"""'..."""" but It hilSn·tb<'=rublu;ho,d rn lheL"'u"hl:!IWI." ~ ..ll&,b'"
&JlSIt"rtft,ti"..

The ~I ~ht>'1 het"," .w.Td ~ "P''' lu ..,,~ shorter "",I< of sri<'nce
t1chon o. I~n!~'l·. up h'and U\CludJng "",..n••. hrsl pubh>ho1d In ~(k)fllin

.. """sa""". In" boo!.. or onll,.,.,}, Th" "... Iud.... t><",Ls ~nd "'''guu",,"
rubh."',d""I"d"'Ih<-L'"
R,sIA,t",o,l

11><: Ik.1 Artwo.1. ..wa.d I~ "pen 10 MW 5ingl<.' 5<:;...1'«' Iletional 0'

I..nl~sl,c '""g~ thnt I;NI .ppear&! in :!008, A!",,,. p'~"'ld,-d IM .0,1"'0'1.
h.><;n'lb<'enpubhJohcdM("re2(l(l8ltdoe.n·lm..U'·r"'·Ile... ".I'F"-....
IkstNI",-flr/loll

l11ol' a...s. Non·f'Cl"'" award I. open tn .nl' ""n..n "orl about

>o<W'f"O«'1 ..I""'andJ<lr'.....I;>.<y ..·himal'l-""•...-..l'"'I.'''''...''tl!''rmin~
,n rnI" or onJ"", Whole- roIlcct>on.' oompnOt'd of "" ..l IN, has t>cen
f'Ul"lInoJ ..~."",, J'<""""" 1<':'O.lIl a", ;,...I~,l>Ie

Subj«1ld It.. h.olk.... mg ..,\e!.. ~'OU ....., """".....Iie.o· man!' p""<""-.'
I'OU bltoin v ....l"!t"".bul ,·ou , onh ,..,bmllonrnunu:nahonlor

.anv poort d f'"'<" MN..., be to ,ndud.. lhe I<~k'.. mg lnlorrl\lbDn

..Ith' '-..nah<ln!ll:lhe_anlc~Itc ... thor."..rtu.t,.lhellUt

..dlht-......t, .. th.rut.l'....... or"'"P"' 1 All...........mons m""" t>e

.--'-..d"'wrihnt\.and""'.. 'nct r "botl<'n'J"'O'd
n-,.n.Kthsb "" t'- k>ur rd, .. ,11 be m<nrr-d Imm lhe I,,~

wudl '" Ndl UI<1:"'" th.>1 ....,....;,~ the _ md"w...l "''''''''''11..... 1>\.

lht Joo,adl"", W",l.. puN,"""-'.! b) "'" BSfA '" '" -.o.>hOl'l WIth It..
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DSf"-.~""'bl\,b ... I"r.8SfAaward
lcanbot ...~.II""'tolk,w;ng;>dd~

\\o..lIy .......;rwt.. •
nw- ..,>handbo"l'ltode"tthlf ....rdsoutollhe".'·ldlJ...lodacuo'
.....llheIbfA ....,d._... totne'~IU-'O"'I.......JII'I_.ob<>uI_

'IOb.ll_I-butP"""'litnwlU,.n.."'the!hout:J't"'uttlwm.omhNd...... ll
......... Iromwhidll.m"f"'"lung

F....lol.llthe,.,.m'· ~.-hN.d\\ltwnlhe<lpf"'rtu"'''

tub..A"·.',uAJrnuu,,IUh"<;a long..ld,dnlJUSf ..' ''ft. l,.."d .......
pIN;. , I.m. n'!.a".~ romn I.. lhe BSf'A, anJ t........h I ,... ~I.
iu'!t.l>ooJIJ<->flhelunIlOI IS""'''''.I.rnnH·'''''''' 1k.'II.m •.,II.,
........· ...........n.lol"" II'.to ......

l'~,h.ap" 1h.>t"S Iww ..".."' ....... loos. lhouS" I ....rt.."nlv """'I """nv
f""'pk"".,[;>lI"nt"I .... 6SFA.ndln~h<t,unland,·mlnll"""'...1
w~I'" ""'.nd>!"'-I"...,.sml\".lhe"'b,«I .. rla"'Jven.:lt'f\1 EVl'n
when I d II<lme "! the mo,,, h .. lv unJi.... d\«\I.,,"""" on IIw BSfA
1"..,rn,lc"""nlv~lmp..........-db.. th<-;mm""S<'lnn""l,oJE;c"IIh<'<ub,,"'\
,;(, many m",ml",r<; SI m 10 C~rry .round wilh I"em In lhe" ""a<ls. H

"''''"nly m~l...s me I, r.< Ih"uS" I .t'l()ulJ l.,. l''''pln~ ul'. F"II"wlnE; Ihe
d'........,ons ..b<.!ulll Il"l'A ."'rlrd.h... m.d.. nl<' .....'" mOn:'."' .... 01
...hahoul lhe'" I d"n't th"lI••t"'''''''c." hell'bnnlllnj: .n"'p,n,on 10.
diKU...nn,~"II.n'rn<"IIYSllllli.sl'-"\IngllJldI"ami"g..and I h<>f"'lc.."
bnnl\.n"'l"""m,ndtillfwrok Bul;osh...... g<lnond,'"'I~'r«''"''lObe
""·lh,nllothtrllwnrn<>n'f'",,oorw.te.b<loulil

Wh.t't .. lhat ..·.. d,''''ho!n,,·.. ''''I''for_lhlnll~\lhen...e'''',...,.k>
"'nd", ••·"t" ..... re pultlnjl ""rse/,'CS""I-ol.a,'. not much. bul "'......
It .. ana<tofJed'''.hO''.• ~\orepa'·u...-..·n~and.rl.b..''lh
an~th.>I..·t'I""'1"'~~'rlt·And,t,io..<'Srd ...... Il'r't'l.tlw
dd:lr...-.lhebl(',.,..,~....-.-.the"""ftIt"'.. llWoI-'JC)fl'll>ots.".
..hal"" ... ,1 "INI .....a.... It.......-t. O<tand""ll<>us-IulUtI "llwllnt-A"
.nvmbn,I ..·antm\" ... k>b...a1uod.and ....... Adnuno>lr.'''r.I .. .n
.....I ......r''\ItC> ..,lhlt..n:'''''f'''CI .. 'lh ..hidl~.,...J:,,'"'

TIwn!hf'rtom,·,nd,,,,,,..,-ht,ad M __ who....n•• lltI~mth.­

f"'bllWnfl ,ndu<l..... I .....w.... 01 lhe pnd<' 1Nl .. jdt h en.. .. ,,1ft<;

..mMll and pubbMunll "'''' when lhcor worl. vt' """"rwbOd lot ..,

...·.nt-ln.IfiIClllWforC<'Io:lor.l>on.SaleJ.anr'OO ...... ~ot

(\)tl....... bullo""""""'rwledlor.n ....· dOl.r1'.aI.ft,nNIllonollhe
...........'.p<iI~.lrlNCn'ldlnlllfwpnxl .".I~_rnl'l.1!IOII5l'''p·

esp«t..>lIv .......lit "'''lers and ed,t"'" Ilnow dun'l _ I"""~ ...
prodWl;' Il'l v...... ruo:lobein""h..-d .."lh .......,.lunglh.>lpI'(I\'CSJU'"

how f•• """"....·ed Wc.n:' fn_ .l->-rnp'''g oul 'mad.>' g....xt~

Then lhe«,'1 m,· ~,.d"nuc-twad No.... I'm. I"<'CI:"'I I""""..,. ~lU<kn1
, ..the,. Ih.ln ~n ac..lcml<.". bul I do (.,.,1 as lI\oullll 1 c.n arp"-'<I.I.. I"'"
I",..,·our with \' h,ch 11.... ac.d..n,i~ amongst our num~,. l<>v~ ....dlng and
read,,,!, ,'OOUI Ik·'~,"('l! tktlon. lldvmg ."ad a 101 0/ g",nn~rd.led IIle••n·

c.iticism OH" lhe p.1,llh~ ye..",. I (an If-sl;ly Ih.,I tht.:n·"" n,..n"
(.1I1•• tir ond 'c,,· n ..d~ble bool.~ oul !"".... ~, ",..11., ,'Io'<'l1'<'"'c iOum.l~

a,..d,-,,",~ ..·,-b<.lla and bl<>g&......, If. ""I slutl \'Ql111 und In the "'0"..1

boo>l.""lp>, butl·m ....,cl.tlwlw..."' .....ell·r"ad lot."do(l",neag<".I"
w ... goodl,nLsand"""m.-<A""'p""pkh.a''t-h,>ld_lhallhPv·dlll...
lO_lhtl\on-FI<t'on ,\w;>.dpr""""led,.,.,"W... and polnled"'"
I<,,,,.rds • ll"'I"""",,1 C"mml1nl!l _ htlp-l/comm",nll\' Il\,•.,.... ......ln»nl

n'.'b"......'d.... -bu·t..... h I<....d,·ou<Of'''''''''Sonlhes<ifAf.'''''''
I "-",L I,'..·....,.d t<:> I<!unt::lhedooN"' .................. dnol'" the

""nnsa< m.;nb ot tf>.tl t>.>.>l. or lint 1I'1Wt>l1.. and I m A't'I~,n lNl "odlof
m,' toe.od~ wdl NW .n .",........, Hhou,l\h 'hr\' .....1' dl It,........th Nd'I
ottwr~'IH,~ I ....nbebrl"'ltmvlonF-""lwlllb.t1.Nn1o
dl I~ tt..A arJ~ ..'thmrml>er!.."'"."1'fI"' .. """§/\Duld
or ldnotb.> kd ....~.I_~\I.> ......,~ ..
mum I ....n thn~ the "".or. .and ....,1 .....11<> _ "Nt v''" all ,.1",
ItoIlon u., 8SrA A...,,uC<'rl'mOlTt".1 F..-rn.... L.... In eradl<>rd .......1
war'
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D[]ris Lessing and SF
Adam RDberts

Not e'-en-boJy Wa~ glad to hear that Doris Lessing had won the
2007)'.;obell'ri7-eforUteratuN!

American lttt'rary cnhc Harold Bloom cillle<! the "cademy's
decision "pure pohtlcill corr<'l.-'tTH"SS Although Ms_ Lessing ill
the beglnmng of her writmg Career had a few <ldmlrabl... qualities,
Itindherworkforthepastl5yeJrs'luiteunreaJable tourth·
rale science fi,;ion," BlOOm lold the ASSOCiated Press. [1]

[t would be IIIU to believe that the empha~ls

in Bloom's final three word dismissal is on the
/OI"III-ro/,' rather than on the SCI<'II(~fi<lhlll_ That,
in other words, it is not by virtue 01 the factthilt
these books are science fiction that they Me, in
Bloom's mind, fourlh-r~te, S\lch would be the
triumph of hope o\w ,,'perience. But if the
Lilerary E.~tab1i~hment (a nebulous entity, I
appreciate) sometimes loo!..s down upon Lessing
as a SI' writer, ",hilt does Ihe SF Establishment
Ihmkof her work?

At first blush the answer to th~t question
would ~nI to be th~t, despite Wrlt1l1g many
notable science fiction novels. Les~ing i~ today
pretty much Ignor,..:l bv the world of SF I1 seems
~ long time ago thatshl' W.lS guest of honOllr at
the 19S7WorldconinBrighton, l-Ierrt'C'\'nt work hil.S bl'en barely
reviewed in SF circles - almost nothmg on the alt-hlstorical AI/n'd
m,d El/lily (2008) or on th" weird, half.f~nt~w cr..ation myth of
111,' Ckft P.OO7j, nothlllg .:It all on 111,' Graml"",t!,,·rs (~(l().jl (fO\lr
novellas. one 01 which w~s s.olid SF), and I don't remember
S<.'t'ing any SF responses to her post·~poc~IVphC n", Sh>/l/ "f
G.'m'ml Om", "",I MIlT"'" DillJS/Ilt'" Groot. "",Ill,,' Sua", D<lg (2005)
Mind vou, this last novel has thesinsle worst title 01 any no\-el
published in the twenty-tlrsl centurv. [f Lessing were alluding.
comically (or, cnkey, even >t''''(''';1.~) 10 Ru~h's 'Bv-Tor and The
Snow Dog' It would b<' pt'rf<-'Ctly fme. But she isn't. The title
relll"::!s that novel which is hI say th" way the litle;s lramed-a
fau\-n.l.if iOllrsquare untutored what-it-"",ys-on-the-tin-ism - is
the style 111 whidlthe no\'el ~s a whole is ",rillen

Nevertheless Lessing is a major world writer, ~ f~,'"lth('award
of the Nobel Prize recogmses, and she has been what we mIght
callafri\'ndtoSFformuchofhercareer[nd~,herlatecaret'r

has been dommated by SF. More s!"-,,,;fically, she has used the
genre primarily as a modular idiom, one in which the
comple\itle5 of the aclual world (which,in h{'r c1assk novels, she
capture~ so well) f~n be pruned away to leaI'" 11 Simplified, often
deliberately 'primitIVe' or pre-Industrlal·revolutlon, Imagmed
world as her ""Hing Th~ post-apocalyptic world of TlI" Slor,~ of

G.,,,,',,,I 0""" Ilml Mam', D""s',I['r, Gri,'I, 'llld 11,,' S'Wll' Dog is one
01 these; the im'lginary klllgdom of 'The Reason for It' (111 n,e
Gm","",'tI't'r~) and the very broad-brush, pre--historical fanta~y

loc~tion of n", Cldl Hre two others. This is not so much world-

building. as world-gesturing-vagllel),·towardsing_ There's a sense
in which she has simplv ploughed ht'r own lurrow, irrespecti\'e
of what has been happening in the genre as a whole. A dis.cuSl;lon
of Lessing's SF al the literary grOIJp"""blog TIr,'l'ah,' prompte<1 one
oomml'llter ('Wall') to obser\'e, of encounter1l1g Cmw/lI15 illllrSlI<
book5; 'it was lik" reading science fiction from an alternate
uni"erse where H G W..115 and lules Veme neVer Jived, and it
tookunhltheS<'venhesforthegenre to be invented' [2]

One consequence of this is that Lessing is
regarded as marginal by most of genre
fandom_SFfansrarelvf~ltheurgt'torcf"rto

her in their endless internet d,s.cussions of the
genre; she doesn't grace award shortlists or the
uln'$ recomm"nded reading list; /,,1","<'>11"
haven't profiled her. 1 had thought that
academic criti,"S of SF, and partie\lIariy thost'
CTlhtsspt-'CificallYlnteTt'stl'd In women writers
of th~ g"nr~, might be different; but no
Histori~n~ of the g~nr~ ar~ un~mbarrasS<...:l ~t

om;1l1l1g mention of her (thl~ is true of two of
the best-Edward James's S..i<'II<"<' fi../lo" in Ihe

Tlly"I,<'II, C<'u/"'Y (19'}.\) and Rog"r Luekhurst's
&",,,et' fi(/IOII (2005), and I'm s.orrv to say just
as tnle oi my own 2006 Pais-rill'" Cri/lml Hi~I''''i

ofSFj, Th~re'sa good essay b) Moria Monteith
'Oo"s Lessing and the Pollhcs of Violence', In Luoe Armitt's
collection of essays \VlI~T( No AI,," H," Qm~ &:f\,r~: lVD""'" a"d
S"i""'-l! Fidi",r jLondon Routledge 199I); but other classics of
feminist SF cntidsm m"ntion Lessmg only In passmg - /l.larleen
Barr's ulSI III SpllC<" ProblllS Frm",i~1 5..,,,,,,,, Fidroll ",,<1 &'.'/'111<1
(Chapel HilVLondon: University of North ClI'ohna Press 1993)
for mstance-or t'lse don't dis.cuss heral all: something true of
Jenny Wolm"rk. 1111..." m"I O/II<"s: S(i~IICt' FieliOlI, f,'",i"i"" <11111
P",lmo<lmw;". rHemel Hempstead, Harvester 199-1), Gwyneth
Jon<-~'s o.'rol,slr"e/ms Ill" SI"rsll,/,s: SCI"IIrr, Fi..,ip" al/d Rra!ll.~

(Liverpool Liverpool Universit\ PresS 1999) ,md Debr.:l Benita
Shaw's IV"IIIt"11, Si"i""cr 111111 rid"",: 1/,,' fr,wk,'Il,I,'1/I lull/'rllllllCt'
(London: l'algrave 20(0) This strikes me as odd, gi'-en her
eminence

It IS, at least in part, a refleftion of the style or quality of SF
that Lessmgwrltes, ~ndincastingaroundfora word tod{."SCribe
it I wondered whether It might not be called anllfr,..1I11 quality.
Lessing grew up III Rhodesia (ZImbabwe, as it is now). When she
moved to London m 19-19 she was properly grown-up thirty
re~rs old. [f we choose, as we mal' since she acknowledges the
continent's lmport~nce to her work 13],10 regard her as prinMrily
an African no\ehst, although one with strong connections to
Brlt~m, th"n 'hI! b<-'COmes one of only a very few major writers of
SF to cOnle from Atrica IB Kojo l..iIing would be another}. Now.
we can argue that SF is primarily a E\lrope~n and North
American mode, but we'd have to concede that some I'ery m~jor

writers have cume from non-Western cultures - Japan, most
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Alne"" SF was non........1:>I~...II(lr most at u... po:nod cm'ert"J by
Ihl!J booJ... but this bet ma\ be chanl-jin!,: an... re.-.n I'-'r u...
absotnc;to ma\' be lhe bruold collur.ll b.as ID I..,vur of 'spmb' or
millt'C' a an e'pl.matl)r\ d""......""" somethi.nS In oonflld. WIth

lhe matenall.'it emph......... 01 ront..'ffiporar'l
so.......... In lhe words of "w"me Anlhom
Appl"h: "M~I Afric..ns cannol lully accept tnllSO'
S('''ntlli,' theories in the West that are
inconsistent with Ibdiels;n mvisibleilsents). li
modl'mi<ation 'S conceived of In p..rt as lh...
accept<lnce 01 science. w<'h.:l""tod"",dewht!ther
welhmktheevidenceoNI!,:,.uslu~"eupn",

Invi"lbll'lVorldof!hesplflts [-I]

ob\'I(IU~I\'.l:>ut al"o 1n.Jla and South Amenea. Whl not Atnea~ If5 l"~lng'~ §Oml"lllnescalk'<l a 'Iemln~t writc.-;but that'5 n()t"
nola qUl"'llon thill admlt5 of" ~hb answ..... I:>ulI once suu:ested n-r" ~ood d~nphOflof he-r, unk wt: ... t.u.., t.... phr..:w In Uw

I;~r..l ...-n.-e of broadll 'on t~ 5•.1... "f or 'lnten-<Ied 10 tll..­
doIn~s of' women Thafs 100 dUNk a dehmhon. lhou~h I1 we
~k fl'mllll m 10 be iI '"'" 01 SpeofK "d,t,,'" ..g~<b. tht.'Il ...... c...n
9\' lh.t.lOOt'lhID~chilr<lCleraln~~lnj:\'scil h.ulo.."l'f\a
t"ndeno' to 1...l.e up ,,00 tlK'll drop "gain a , riet\. 01 puhlKal
eau~ (communism. s,w: ur Laln~.an anll"p'lYchi"tr,,: or Aln,""n

pohllc...1 eng.tgemcnll, C"U"'I: les1;mg a 'f...nllnlst
wnl"r' '5 aclual1r a lo.lnd of shorlhand lor
n.'cognlslng the v...rv considerable Inlportilnn> of
hcrnovel TI/l' G<>Id,,1t Nt.,.-I....>I. (1%2) toa pllrllCUIJr
gl'Tlerationol WC5tcm women; and It isth('filct
th.ll thatgener"tlon {comlOg into adulthood IOthc
l.lte t'l5& "nd l%lh) also h"ppened to form tl~

l'anKuard of II\(' (lrst Rloball) eiiall\'e womm's
njothb mon-menl th.:lt lend" lhe bool. 11" cadll't
M", mother !wd .. wdl·lhumN'd COf"-' 01 toc old

1hI: rulnt being al')l:ul."d "'-'re IS th.t.1 wh.l<.I r..-ngum pape.-Nd,. and I rNJ .t as a 1<'t"n.JJ{"r [
the ndI tradlUon!; 0( Alncan ""mapc reahst" and 1001. Nd on IN-I 11<.... MM.llhinlo. ·OO.kM I"M
lanl<bhc" "rilin[i!; ~l"\)W lrum ltus rultu ...· II I~ ...1 the- wron~ 1'!Tl<' ut hie. ut the "ron!; ~ent'l""hon.

k~ k'll'" ground tOl" ,.,......... hctlOn Lessing's and I1 ....,. I"" ~ a Il.'flertlOn upon m, tl~e
soenc..hctKJn lTlOreof~thanTlOl.I!J'African·in mind. not = "S~lOn t>f gcnd~"""""""nhah~1

Ihls r.omsI.'. Her mOl>l lam(IU ,..,nl"l. Ihi' 1>\'-00- IT\iI!;CUluusmt lhe "'-I'('"lt Xencler 10 apprt'C.al., I1 1I
me.lM·lnHal ClI"'-'pll'; tu .-\1":."'5 nove6. Ihou~ JX"'5C5Sing st'eI1lec! to m., much too long. h,al<.-d on post·wa,~ th.:lt
unden,a~l ... hdI.1S00nethel''''~!iro.md •.,JmamoJe\>f~p,"luali~1 set'med q."te "hen to lhe ('('I11<....ms of 1980. and lhe cenlral
mumbo-jumbo th"11S basIcally immiscible with sr· Tal.e 51,,"'(;111 narrallve - ....hlch IS. m eff<'ct. aboutlhe mam characte,'s m!'nlal
nm). for Inslance Sh,I.""la I~ Ih., Canopeiln n"me for E.1rth bre.. lo.down and n..'COvery - rath"r billfbl me But e\'en Ihn..'u!:h
IC,lnopus bein!; a sorl of bcnl~n unlfi...d cosmic ~·"1Plr"I... world the \,ell uf m\' Inildequan' a~ ,1 rcad('r I felt the solidllv ul Ill('
on which somelhmg hi1~ Rone very wrong, TI1-e pl.lnet's book. Ihe Ihlcl..n...~s of It,; afic'Ct, the WilY It generated its (IU.lli,> 01

Il\ha~il<lnts live miserable and bllghtl."d h"t"'. t;nlll.e the ....st of hl'N l"'f".'rl ..nce, re"l probl... ms, .letual struggl('S, Al the yme
the cosmos they (that IS 10 SolV. ""'f "1;" ('the Sh,l.asl.ln d'Sl!"se'l. !lme, and as lne woman's mOl'ernent moved on and the tlillU... 01

torlure.I..IJ. oppress and en~laH' othe... (tht, hrstl.lw 01 Canopw. wom..n'5 SOC"Jal and cultural "'pe""na" changed the nowl, If.t
i~· ...... maynotm;llo.esla'er.or""'r'lan&ofOlhefS'}..Indatlhehtrl(' has not e'<ICIly fallen from lal'our h,,< '" etfc'Ct rect'11·ed I~

Ihi' novel I.'i Sl't - the ",-"ond hilll of Iix- Iwentreth-<mlur. Ord..r ut lhe Cr,,",le A1bal~ It h.u bNome !i<-'l"l\ as worth\
~Irt'letllnll: inlO lhe f.TSI hall ot' the twmh'-Iu"t - the rlanet ~ Importanl, "'gnificanl - thn.'I' of the dl'.tdhest word m Uw
arpr()<lctlln!': tllt' end-tm"", It's In manv Wa\"S well d<>ne. CC" as hlerilr'l'-mllcalle,KOf'l Wh.a11S more Il<lble to pul~ ott thoIl;:1:=::,'":n,)~"'~I:nl~oI ~~~: :-:~71'r''''''''-''","=~---,~",d""","Iu,,,-;I.I ~t~~:::?~~~~;w:"':~~~'~=~ =t:~
bound 10 ~1Ol on dlscowrmg Ih.at I.... rool uf lhe rmerred th.e energellc. lhe d~reo;ra1lul. t~

problem lor Stlllasla IS an 'nsultK1~'of SOWF. "nlert.1.imng ..00 th.> rulplSh to eslabll.tlm"nt
sub...tance of we re..ling'. a my"hc and essentially nut1Orl!;of hterary worth'
ma/:,cal oonnectlon th.:lt bmds the rest 01 lhe This h.:ls .'K'lYlCthmg, I Ihlll~ 10 do wllh lhe
unlver'l<' 1"8"lh\'T, Crih~ somctlll'~ e'plain th,s b\' relallye disconnl'(hOn lrom Lessll\g In 100-.1 SF
respectfully inYol.ing lcs~lng's IfIleres! in th.. cirdes. As a wol"r I mean, a< a styl"r of prose-
traditIons of sur, my'lici""" and her rcpc"t~'(\ ~hl' ;s often drab Her wnt..nC<'s a..... ulten
r"scm"tion wilh th" yearning or the soul for myShC OaR I 5 unmemorablv put-together, and occaSionally

;':~':'~~ ~~~a~~~\~~~~~i:'I~~~n:aIB:t~~ LESSIN G ~1;~S:,;~~:,~::~v~~;~.~~a~~:e~. ~:~::
lc....~lng toes 10 e'plaIn Ihi.' Shil.;IIstan tall six- the rhythms or Ilil\'OUr 01 actual speech. Sne IS more
mhabllS .In IdIOm not SO much Suh ;liS L Ran T 11 [ CLErT ur It~ lnc"pable of creahng beiluh' through her
Hubbard Ifs all 10 d", we're luld. "'ith lhe 1'\-..1 prose alone, althQu#l she does !wll' " knoKk lor
!\Jllioran Fmp'......nd inv;IIdlll!: 'I~ of dISOrder from the darl F"Clin~ oul L-k>q>lt'Tllllllellectuall" em..>liOOilI dl"lal1. ,,00 w c"n
planet 5h.urun.Jt,. mad.......~ by ~In>~al ~Iell"r ~pn.>fl....OO.rno\ml:-andolt""",,,,"She·sahoarruhtlC .. nter
arran~~'mI.'nb fw", aN all ch.t.rolcter< 01 tllt' "ta",. $a, pu-I<IO'd "'h>ch ma" not be a problem m ."""If. "Ithough sonw 01 ht:r
<:.mope;lln Ambien 11. 'and thetrfOf'C'e!o'. p-401 an.J .. fOll,Ut1'C>."""t no' ..b ...... CYrl mlv IOOlongaI1<1~lild. l\t..rtmC,"-'Tl~ "",asol
br~·aJ..lllg wh"l 1..es!;1ll[i!; caU t..... Illt"rgalactlc locI. Cll'ah oM sort 01 OH La 1'efKl' w.thout t..... f1u~·.lhe roughnes"lot her
g<.lbbk.,Jc'!':oolo. lilo.e Ih.s .s "'HT)'whe... In lhe now!. hI.... \\'ntlOg's 1...\tuTt' somehmt'!i SUAAL">I thal iI "'ill 10 wnte lJ> 0' ....
"uodworm in a Shalo.er I"bl... 1he nov..1can onh' conce.\'l' of both ridin!': a r"~ISIJnce·. he sugg""I~; an ·lIlnl.'r ronflid aboul tlw ad of
sulf"nnlt ..nd ..wemplJOI1 III tern,s 01 "I,,,,llId/ ont'''''''~; ,1 m..gleal Wrltln!!:' IS)' That's an int.,n..,<t,n/: Idea...nd. moreon:r, lOner
"rid Imm.llenal,rruptlOn Into a genre l,ugel\' "Ill'rl;ic 10 IVOO. ("(Inflict as theme liS well ... actUillily needn'l be a bad tlung. [I
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could. on the contrary. be a ,;oUTe" of str"nsth to a writer ourgenr", ar<~ prone. L.!ssm!; is always about engaging with the
O\'Nroming the Inner obstacle is one of u.'Ssmg·s great topics, way the world aClually is, ralher Ihan essa),ing <'scap" from 'I
after .Ill; and some of the novels that chart just how strenuous O:le of Lesslng's mosl successful science fictions - Or fiehons-
and prolong&:! slJch O\'ercoming uSlJall)' is in hfe, and how sueh full-stop - n,,· M,'roloir; of" 511fi'iiW (197-1), turns thi~ a"ef!,ion ior
struggle i< bv no means sur.. to end in success (TII,' e;"ld"" weirdness into a slfi'nglh. The nmel is a si range, lJnderstaled
N(ltd'l'<,Ji, or the MMllw Q,,"'f novels) accumulate undeniable post~apo<:alvpse no\-"I, all se;:,n from Ihe p"rspecli\'e of the
power. Nor does this have to do, really, with Bloom's unn<lnled temale narrator, who observes the world disintegrating
curmudgeonlv 'pohtical correctn....ss' J'be. Givl"l1 her generation. about her mostlv irom the window of h....r houS('. She IS g]\'1"I1 a
and her gender, It is Ul1surprisinl; that this Lessinglall narrat,ve small child call"d Emily to loo>.. Jlt....r, ,md th.. slmpl" narrative oi
ffC\1ue1l11y parses the e\pt'Ti(>nce of wumen, ior whom mner Emily's growing up n>frads a portrait (If a world at onn'
obstacles r...neded and were magnified bv palpable e\temal recognisllbly modem and profound Iv bmken. Lessmg wntes the
socialobstacll's. rollap"'" as enlropic rather than catastrophic, although it has

But writmg ..bout obstacles can too easily produce writing reach~>d, in the novel, a sort of critical mass: 'all over the city were
that is itself an obstac],,-., The strenuous efforts her ,--=------, these po<:k...ts of life fi'\'erting to lhe primllive, the
characters undert"k<-' Can tr,lns/er themselves to f d hand-to-mouth. Part of a house.. _ then Ihe whole
the reader. Lookmg ag"m at som" of th" Lessing re house... a group of houses .. , a stf('{'I.., an area of
1"-1' read. I've been trying to work out, d",splte streets, People looking down from a high bllildinK
her manif,,~l greatness, whars missing In her I & saw how lhese nuclei of barbarism look hold and

writing for m... Although everything Lessing Emlly spread' (p94; Ihose are Lessing's own ellipses,
writ,-:,s comes across as eVldenllv heartielt, and I there), We're never told what has precipitated the
thoughtful, it is not always hear\-1ilirring or rollapsc(thenarratorreferstothisas'W),butlhe
thought-provoking. Above all Ihere is, I think, a lamil1anty of the post-collapse world, its un-
debilitatmg lacJi ilj H~'i"jPl'.,;s at the core of welrdn"ss, aclS as an alfedive foil to the second
Lessing's writmg I say this despite her enduring strand of the nO"el, m whIch the narratOr r\'COunts a
mlerest in magic, be<:ause lorher magic lends to \'aTlet)' 01 visions, or Iran5cr'ndental insighls, into
ha"" this spintual and unifying quality that myriad 'rooms', some dirty and cold, some
rcmo""s it from the realm 01 weird splendid and inviting. ThiS visionary other-world is

Tak... tor e\ample her last novel but one. n,c DOHIS I ,ESSI '\G not weird either; It IS, as a Sufi ,nishl say, aclually
Ckft is, nohon,llly, the narrati,-e of a Homan horn...; and the novel ends With the narriltor
senator, who parcels out <'pisod.-'s from a biz<lTre, brea>"ing If('{' of the ronstramls of her domestic
unwlddv sort-oI-CT1.'!ation-nwth. Once long ago, we're told, pre- perspective on collapsmg world, and Simply walkmg away into
gender-dIvide hl.lmans li,",,~d in seaside caves, swam in the sea, th... land of "isions
ate fish, and <pontaneouslv ga"" birth 10 }'oung. They I am not arguing lhill Lesslllg is a stolid wrlt"r, bccauSt' in fact
worshIpped a 'deft' III the land (it scem5 10 be sumI' sort of the very srolmd!'dn<'~5 oi her writmg can be its strength. If TIl,'

volcanic formation). 11 symbolIC lilndscape--vagma, Butth!!n som!! Cid! largely fails, Lessing's most recent novel - the alt-historical
oi them start hilving bllbies with male genitalia; ~al1ed varlOuslv Aljr"d and EIIIII.¥ \20)8) retells the slory of her parents' life, first 01$
'monsters' or 'sqUlrts'_ A number of these were killed at birth as it actually waS, and then as il might have been had the tirst world
deformed creatures; others are ~arrieJ away by gigantic eagles to war not devoured her father's le!).- leaving him the embiu"n.-d
slart il wmmunitv of males.lllese r...scued babies somehow grow amplltee he was 1Il life. It 15 a very powerful novel that IS

inlo adult and form a community of men who thereJiter receive precisely about the relationship betw~'Cn fiction and realit)', and
lhe ll11wanted bovs from the Cldts (ported to them by the eagl"s just as its fiction (its 5l"i""(I'-fiction) takes foret:' from its srounding

I know, I know), suckle them on wild ammals. Two in the actuality of its ch"racters' hves, so Iheir realit\' is enhanel'd
oommunihe:s gro\\ up as 'temille' and 'male' All Ihis ought to be by lh" hction. It is a commentary "bout Ihe poten~1' 01 the
"ery weird, estrangmg and sllmuJaling; and it ~<,rtilinly strives to interrdJtion betwL-en the real and tll\' fictional - between. in a
be that. But somehow it IS not_ PMtlr thIS IS because it is all too sense, the two ternlS that are abbreviated m the acronym SF
dumslly done: its symbolism thudd;ngly straIghtforward, its
gender-politics leadenlv essentialist. But mostl" It'S because the
central situation reads as thoushl-c"periment Iit.... ralisJtion of
gender into the world, rather than as anything that brushes
lendrils of dread aCTOSS the tender membraneot theun<:onscious
The book tn,.,; to be weird, and m falhng short It conjures lhe
thought into the read....r'!! mmd that Lessing reail)' dOt'Sn't
understand what weirdnl.'$Sis. 1ts weirdness is all on thesurf.lce,
in the ge5ture as II were; a weirdn~'SS prechC'ated upon 11

iamiliarity rather than the other way "round
The danger here is that this account wil1l"an loo heavtl}' on

Le-ssing's flaws; and it is worth Tt'llerating lhat she is a writer of
maiQr ~;gnifi~"nC\', one whost' writing very often carries lhe
weight and penetrallonofactualli"l'de\penl'nce. The desire lor
weirdness C'"n be, in a p",,-erse way, a mode of disengagement
with the world ~ the "scapism to which our genre, and the tans of
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...and the Law Won
Some Thoughts on SF and the laws of Physics

by Jonathan McCalmont

lJ you were lhe lylX' of JX'1"SOn who e"JO'oo toob errands.
~oo mighl be lempted 10 try and formulate 01 definition of
scien", fictIon Some fool5 might e\ I'rt k- tempted 10 define
science- fichon In lerms of an engil~emenl wLth and
speculation ,lboul the laws of nature as laid oul in physics.

biolOf::Y and, increasmgly, neurops}'cholog\ If you art' that
kind of fool then ! wi~h you the best of luc!.. for a speo.->dy
recOVi!ry Ilowev... r.even ifyouarenollhi~partiC1Jlarkind (,f

fool, )'OU might be inler...sli!d in the laws of nal\Lrt' and how
Ihey rl'lah'toSF; and in thatc-a5e,lhis is thecss,!\' forvoo The
first nettle to J;rasp is Ihal while our Io.nowledgt' of phySIcal
law ha~ undoubtedly changed over time. so has the oon(('pl of
natural lilW thal has underpmned the wor!.. of philosophers
and .\CientiSb. This essay will conSider two broad
philosophical attitudes towa~ds the law~ of nilture and how
th~ altltud~ h,'W<, ,nflu<'nced di{f<,!'Cnt lom'ls of SF It will

even SU~e<it thal tlwse two ideas. though ir'Kompahble
actually roe'I"t Ln a lot of science Iiction

The fir;1 appm.xh set'!> rtalural law .u ,1 kmd of
metaphnlcal OJX'ratmg s\"»tem lh.1t gO\ ems mleradions

betwffll 00fl'Cb and deh?rmil\CS what,s and IS nol possIble in
our uni\·el'S('. The root" of lius thE'Orehcal appm.xh liE' in

anllqUlt\

1he c~t of oatural law C'ft'l("~~>d Ln lhe time of
Anstotle, who ,lrgut"!'O that obIects ?,'SS1eSS elemental fe.g
earth, air. fire, waler) qualities that dldale MW they interact
with each other: Ihe consequenc\.'S of I~ interactions an.' in

turn based upon a more abstract sel of roles gO\'l'mmg
caus.:atlon Mid sponlaneous chance. Somewhal d!'pn.'SIiingly,
Ihis approoch 10 n.lturallaw would dominat!' proa..'t.>dings for
about two millennia, but even if we look ill m(><Iem Ihought

about the origins of n"tural law, we will SI.-'t' I'chOl,.'S of this
ancicnltl1eory

On... oflhe driving (orres behind scientific research forlhe
last ce-ntury hil~ t>..'Cn whal creationisls di~ml~lvelr call
rl'ductiomsm' bUI which could equally bE' called

'con.'iOlidallOn' Bv lhis I mean the prOct"SS through wh"h the
theone.;; It0wming differenl physical phenomena are broughl
togctlwr und...r one luser o\"er-,lr(hm~ theory such as
\1a,welr~ thl'-c>ry of ell'droma~netism (cornbme<! electriCity
and magndl~mJ.EII"'le,n's theor. of gC'J'\('ro'll relah\ Itv (uniled
elooromagndJSm and gra\lh'l or Rid\ilrd Feynman's
quanlum <'I~'C'trod\"naml(5 (mathematu::ally d~~ all
phenomena lmohmg clectrically cha~ed p.lrtlde!:

lJ1h.·ractin~ wllh earn other \'ia~ e'chan~eof phNonsl, lhe
ne,1 bIg slep towards what h.u berome "nown u a theoo' oi
eveo·thmg is a lheorv lhal unite<; la~('-S,(;)le relativistic
phe-nomena ,nlh ~mall seale quantum phenvmena. lhe

rurrent trontrunner in Ihis rare. and C'Of\tro\'erllal
monopohser of fund", is siring theoo' which postulales the
e,islence of one dil11('Mlonal objects I.nown as stnngs. These
strings are nnl onh' poslulated as being the basic butldmg­
blocks of maller. thev also S('Cm to prOVide the OO"IS for a
quantum theory of sronitv, The only problem (acrordmg 10
Ihe Slanford physu:i~1. LeonMd Susskindj, IS Ihal Ihe various
string Iheories Ihal hav(' been drawn togelh... r mto what is
referred to as M-lht.'Ory ,111 predicl per/cetl\< svmmelrical
universt,-s in which expansion from th... Big Bans IS ~teady and
uniform, I-Iow\.'ver. as phV~ICiSl.Sand astronomers h,l\"{' nOled,
the rate al which our unl~'erSoe is <,xpanding has mcreased.

One e'planation for Ihis is lhe suggestion that thero:> is an
1mbal;;mce belween the llOm'lal mall('r Wl' can o;e{' IInd Ihe
'dark mal1o:>r' that we cilnnot see.

Whal l~ mlcre<:ltl\l; is Ih"t IhlS imbalance <;eems finelv
tunt.'d to ,1110\0\' the emergence of life; a dlffewnt imbal.1nU'

....""Id mean that hfe could not emerge or that Ih(' Big Ban!;
\'oould not hale wor!..E'd the way il did In other words
ph\'~IC"no.w, 10 lal.e mto acrounl the fact that we. as thlllkmg

thm~. eXI I and that thiS means that ....e h\'t' In lhe kmd 01
unherse that i~ compatible with the emergence of life

The theoretlc.1 ph\'Sldst Lee Smolin attempts 10 a«::ount
fO'!" our hf~-"Irie-ndl\ laws of ph\'SIa; by a~Ulng that natural
seledion apphe.. 10 the creation of uniwrst'S, The ph\' "al
ronslants Ihat mal..e our uni\'eT'!it' 50 frie-ndlv to the t',isten",
of life .1150 make il lil..~lv to produ'" black hol~ and e'pand
etemallv unltl heal death. Both of thC'se Jl'O"O',blhtles mal..e the
creation of other universes h!..ely because Ihe longer our
uni\'('I'W pcrsi5t~. the more black holes It will lorm, and each
blacl.. hole Ihlll rollapSl.'1' (according 10 Ihe Iheory) results in
the birth ~,f .molher univ...ri'tC wilh our physical parameters
belllg plll(hed off on 'th~ otht:r Side' This ml'ans Ih,ll

compared 10 :111 of the other possible univerles, our t}'JX' of
universe is more hl.elv to ha\'e kids the ....·by making it mNe
lil..clv Ihal univeJ'S('S such as ours e,,~t MeanwhLle. the
theorist LOUIS Cr,1nl' has proposed Ihe- Mcduso-anlhropic
prinCipiI.' acrordmg 10 which hlghh' e\'oh'l"d dVIIJ'iations

would cn:atl' I-I,lC!.. holes either for I'l"'it'arch purpoSl."" t>r in
ord{'r 10 son·"·... th<, he.ll dealh of their own uni\eTSl'~ (an id\'a

also pIl'led up on b\' Ra\ i\.urzweil in TIw Sl":O:I'/iltrly IS ,"ur
(IQR7j as \'01'11 a~ b\' lan Md)onald In hi" BSFA A.Willrd­

wmrung Br.1I1 (~1I. thereby creating e"en Tnl'", unlverSl....
~ rt°<lder, of Sf some of lheo>e n,)1lle'l; and «JnC\'f'b ma\

\,!'n' ~1I be famih.lT 10 "00 a1read\' A.fter all tht jargon of
modem scienc\' and the philosophical as..~umphons

underpinmng It comprise the set dressing of much of modem
SF Howe\'er. it woulJ be tnle of me 10 suggest that 'iOence
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01 spare-fhght. lhis V'Sion of the high front","r has start~ to
lo!.e Its shme but lhe old p<lUem;, of problem soh'ing and

scnsawunda, which draw from tne Aristolelo,)an Iradillon of
phySical law, are shl! presenl in works of modern SF.
Ilowe,-er, thIs vision of a rule-Iil..e universe is nol uni,'crsally

",,"'"
The Scottish Enlightenment philosopher, Da\"ld Hunw,

pomled out that ",hik> we can s,t and wollCh ol game 01

bll1i.ll'ds we TM!1,er actually Soi't' the pl'OC'l'SS at caul>(' and eilOO
lhal ddermint'l> how the NUS will act. All we I'\'all\' see is ooe

ball moving Jlong and touchmg another ilnd Ihal second b-lll
tal-ingoft in a differenl direction. We never aCluall)' see lhe
rulC5 thal go\"crn lhe mteractions of Ihese balls and so we
mfer their e\Islcnce, Some Ihiru.ers ha\'c intel}'n-Ied thiS as
llunw suggbling gmun<b for doubling the Wry eXistence of

an\' lolWS of ph)'sics "hJlJioo.o,-er Indeed, philosophers ha,'e
COllled the lerm 'Hume World' to descnbe a uni\'erse where

then- an? no laws to
speal..of

POSSIblY lhe first
Sf SlOT\' to describ« a

wilh
different ph"sical laws
la our own actually
de>cribt's a Humt"

World Clarl.. Ashton
Smith's TIr.. Dilll"INIIII
of Clmll ..,' (1932}
featoro..'S twO a\'ialors

who ft>lIow a Jap<lllCSE'
rock"t-plane inlO
another world whol;e

landscape IS marl.eJ
by radlca]])' different

goolO&cJI lorces a.nd where wawr ilow~ duwlI olle "id.. of a

valley only to flow just as freel)' up the other, while Ihe fud in
Ihe a\'lator's engm.. mayor ma\' not 'gnile from one moment
10 the> ne,l, This is a world 'Hthoot ph)'sical ronst;mLs and
rules, even If 1I 's quill,' a fl'J(Tl(il\' ooe

Hume worlds are geneullv deploved m hne with Da.rl-o
Suvin's contenhon lhat science fiction is Ill<! fiction of
cognItIve estrangement 1I0w CQuld a world be more differenl

from our~ than by lacl..ing even the most basic of physical
constants, thcoreby rendering an)' predIction Impossible? A
Ilume world turns one of the a.\.loms vi hard SF (In iLs head b\·
slahn8 that knowledge of lhe world IS ImposSible .u there IS
nothmg to l.noW beyond oorrel...hon and dJJnce - and C'o'en II
~ou dId I-n()w. you routd never predIct how tne world "ould
change from mmute to mmule or irom second 10!>ol!OOnd .:IS 0111
predictions an> reli;ml upon the assumption that the world
lomorrow will be lil-e the world lodlly

However, as Ashton Sm.th's slorv dcmonstrJles, il is hJrd

to lully COlWC\' ,\'hat '» con,ured up b,' the conct'pl of <l Hume
1\ orld; ol "'tru,," Hume world would most Iikd,' be a howhng

void where e\'en the most basic of molecules INitantly breaks
ap.1rt, lacl..mg olny kind of phY~lCal constancy 10 bmd ,t

together Such a umverse would not molle ol good sellmg for .1

story as it is dlfficull to ha,'e e""n the most avant-garde form

tends to pop up qUill,' a bit in .:;oencl" fictIon so I shdll lNitead
~uggest Ihat you nolI,' ha,,· bolh AnstOlle and modem
physidsts used the same concepnon of natoral law as a

melaphysiC.'l1 operatmg sysl~m, ilnd then move on 10 lhe ways
m which modern SF has .:Il!cmpted 10 engage wilh this
approach 10 natural law

Skphen B,1'ler's Mll1IifiJld: TlI"~ 1:!OOOl dlrect.!.v addnsses
lhe an!hroplC prinople by ft'Olturing different uniwl"St"S that
all seem to fail to sahSI\ the stringent criteria for lhe

emergence of life The sugges!lon is thal It..:> boo~:s uni\'erse
mlghl be gomg Ihrough the proccss of evolul1on so as 10 make
lhe emergence of life more likely. Baxlcrh;JS<llsoVISil...-d lhls
theme in hIs X....,.... So-'1IU'"Ct', whose first 1>001.. Raf! (1991),

featon.':> humans li\'mg in it uO!\'el':;t' where gra\ilal,onal
forn'S <lre much stronger lhan In our own; the fourth book m

the sequence. RlII~ (199-l). closed the loop by ddCribing
hUfl\.ilNi dlsoo\,erin8 01 vast obJect that serves a!i an t'SGIpt'

hollch from our dym8

;:;~~:~~:l~:~::~ f~·\~~~~Y1.1 /:>:"~" '.f.
.,,<e, '" h" 00'" y'o< ,. "', _
~;f.::n~~ -c-- fbl""'..:.. -;;;p;oj - -~.:' - -.:..t
~::~t::I~I~I~;:~;;s a~ • ;. - • 'tG"<i~ -.. -~ '" I~
artificlilll\ crealed. ..

uru,"~ ",," ,.., 0' ;;' / , ~
~;:;:nth.thal m:: \ • \

fnendh,tohfethanour /."./ } ,"' ~~,it.
own dep~slngl}"

barren corner 01 lhe metaversc. By locu!>!>ing on the ways in
which the laws of nalure could \'ary from universe to
uni\'erse, Egan and Ba\"'r not only underline qUIte how

tenuous our conhnued e"stence IS. they aOO touch upon
some 01 SCIence hct,on's most abldmg lhemes

To borrow it phra§<> from D.I\ld H.:Irlwell aboul Hard SF
~if you I.now, you mOl\' surviH'~ The idea of then' bt-mg

diff"fi'ntlawsofphYSicsgivl'S.luthorsanewsetofchallenges
to explore, as in Ihe cnding of Baxler's RI"S whcn,' the
SUI'\'ivors of humantl\' have to worl- OUI what their ncw
unil"ersc'50 laws of ph\'~iC!i an> b«fore the\ <:.:11'1 hope h) start
Iindm8 a \0\01\' to sun-j\e, As such. en~agmg WIth scientific

theori\.~ "bout t"'-' onglNi 01 natur<lllaw has pro\"ldo.",(/ wnters
wilh more subject matenal on an e"en lolrger 5("olle, olllowing
sens.awunda-inspmng h">ah of engm.....nng that are not only
hugc on the SUlk of human evenb, bUI 50 vast as 10 make
enlire unIverses merel~' parts of a larger construction and all
of thl50 WIthout invokmg lli" mystICal or purely ffidaphysiC<l1.

"The Id..a of a uni"erse lhat IS 1'101 onlv ordered but
predictable and oomprclJensible is Olll' that has been present
m sciena! fict,on SI~ the early days of Gemsbad's
soenhhet,on where I.nowledge and a can-do olthtode meant
that spare was onh' ever anolher front,er thal man seemed

destmed to tame A~ we ha\'e learned more ilboutthe realtties

10



01 narra"....' logiC apply to a "orld .... ithout cause and dfect
As a result. fictional rcprt'St.'f'llatH'ns of Hum;, ....orlds tL"Od to

be lIm'ted. wIth the la" <; of ph\'s,cs gomg p.1rtl)· mad or
lalhn~ apart lmh in certam I.e\' plauos. A diftell'1lt tal.., t'In this

~uc I" the idea oi world .. r;O\emed boo diftell'1lt ....l (>f law..
..upenmf'O"'-"I.1 upon each otht-r !oke th.;> ~I.ms 01 an orllon.

1lw m,,,,l lamous msta~ 01 tl'IlS pilrticular trope remalM
lhe 5tru~at\J..\· Brotht-~· R,W",k Pic/Uc tIQ:"II. Th<.' novel.
which wa~ lal"r made 1010 the tllm ~llllkr (197Q1 b\ Andll'i
TarJ..o\',J..\. /catures an area thal has been touchl.'<.l by an ahen
viSltahon. This ar"a cont;lLns ad\'ancro alien t..'Chnologl', but

Its laws of rhysicsare so distorted and deadly Ihill an enlire
new class of adventurer emei1:cs, can'fully pi ..'Cing logether
an id ...... ot how the world ..'f The Zone wcorks The Zon.. was
abo el..·.HI\" an mnuen..--e on M John Ilarnson's t..efahuchl
Tract, part ot which falb to carth Cfl:atin~ Ihe Sill' m Nfml
~"m.~ I~JlObl E\en the laid 51,1' Trd; '>Cri..... "ere tond 01 the

idca of ....'me I.1nd 01 anomal\- turning up and lal.1ng a
h.a.mmer to lhe laws of rh\'''l(''; a p.trhcularh note-I-H..rth\
e ..ample IS rll/<TJ'nt:c"s Dt-Iphl( E p.aru.e. which was,ln area ot
sJ"lCt: .... hose laws of phv<'l<:'> w re distorte<J Ln ord"r to be
more friendl\' to the '\mdi r...<:e The question tht>n become<;
v. hcthl.:r thoe anomahes ...nd lhe 'alien stuff m R<'IIId.w.fc Flrm,­
or NI'lOj! Sl.l'",X actuallv breaJ.. the la...·s 01 ph~'slC'> or whether
they are under.;tandable dLsruptlons in what is ulhmately a
completel}'orderedandp....Ill...tableuni\'eTS<'

This dl5tllletion c<ln hilYC hUlIe ramihcatiOllS upon how wc
Int ... rpret a text. For e>lilmpJ.... Tarkovsky's film adaptatiOll of
RMiI':rilt' I',CIll( suggest.!> thilt The Zone will detil1itely gr... nt
wI~hl'" when',IS the ongin ...1 n(\ve! onlv rt'flects the fact that
the protagonist only beli...ves that It grants wishes It The
Zone's laws of ph\,s,cs are broJ..en then a wlsh-madune seems
an almo&t rehgious ob;ea of faIth and hope In an uUerly
random u",vcrse. Hov.e\cr. il The Zone's ph\"siC'li h.a.",e be=
dlSrupll!'d m an und('r;tand...ble way then a wi..<.h-m.xhlne

seems hJ..e a more reaSl>nable thin~ to bebeve in. after all
dLStortmg the l.l .....~ of ph~~IQ> S() a:> to cn'.lle a wlloh-machlne
set:"m... as good a reason as an\

If onc tdJ..e« the second mt..rpretation of The Zone as a
5r...<:e WIth hlghcr-order laws then lhe booJ.. ceilSe" to be about
such e~lstenhallopicsas hope and belief m a rilndom. "bsurd
and hostile en",ronment. lnstCJd. lhe booJ.. starts to taJ..e on

theme... of challeng", r1~k ilnd reward. placing it much c1l\SCr
to the traditional SF altitude towards natural law and the
tr.ldlllOnal pulpish SF themes of \h(' universe bem,!; a new
fronh"r thdt can be l<lmed by th\' right kmd of qUH:-k-lhinJ..ing
..dventurer I-Iowever, while melaph\'sicalh ordered
UI1l\er<;eS provide pl...ygrounds ft'r speculatim and ad\'enture
and flume Worlds "iCem perfect venues ft'r taIls of al~hon
and desp.air. I~ t"o atbtudcs <lire in no way mutuall\'
e"'c!usI\'e

Instead. It is more u.......,ful ttl thmi. 01 Ilume Worlds and
ll...rd SF worlds as t.u.tn/t up opr<'Slte poles alon~ a spectrum
01 them...... and topics as dLlfcn'TIt books allow more or It'ss

d"grL..•.. ot lawll"SSIlI"SS into their fictional worlds. Indeed
CTt'ahons -!ouch as Enlerpnsc's DelphiC E... p..ll1~ ...nd Algis

Budry's Rt'gll" MoolI (... 1%0 t... le of copied adventurers
learning the ruleS lu il structure with dillerent phVSical laws)
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seem to C",,~t pilrt 01 the wa\' b;,.·hH'L'TI lrn- l·...islenlJal readll1~S

ot R<v.I"l't,· rlC1J1C and the Ol1lon .J..m~ of order e"'rloTed b\·

Egan'\5,,'uld L1,f,I,T.
"fhto,>nl<lrlsJ..m,"1 rea1iI\·is ..!..... a«>n.~tructthalh.tspro\"ed

popular m Ie-..t~ that b".'Od SF v.,lh horror. n.... ph,~.pher
Bas \ an haa<.5l'f\ "Uggcsb thal the COfl<.'epl of a £mo of nature

w,th JI~ sU~~Ill'n'i ",f court~ and .."Ommandmenb I~ p..lrth
the N ult or et\"mol~ical chan<:e as what ",as on,\:
th,,oI'~Lcal .... 'l:on for disru ,mill (",od' ... O"'.... lgn ... as then USl.,'<1
as " turn 01 phrase b\" nilhIT 1 phil("'Ophers \\'00 reali ....'<J tht-
theorchc.ll bil~6age that com s with thl" lenn ~l ...w" IndlOC,J
man\, 01 tl1\:' philosophical att cks \lpon sci ...nce from the liJ..es

of rever,lbcnd and Rort~ h.H'''' focus$ed upon scil"ntlsts USIllf,
languaj;e to maJ..e their claim... seem stronger than the\' 111 fillt

are SF ...nd horror ha\'e mll1..'d SImilar territor" by d~pl(lvin~

the onIon sJ..m a~ a mealb of ~tn.,;.in~ how easih' all 01 our
bchtls aboutlhe lUU\'erse could be prtwed wrong

\Iv ta\'ounle e ...ample of thIS appr(la(:h can be found m the
worls ot .... I!:d lo...nt'ale, .....riter ot n' ....·na!s such as 771t 5tOll(

rllpt O'l7:!1 and Q""/t'mloJ!" .lId lilt rrt 119581 t..ne.:de. 111 a
Stmllar rThlllMr 10 H.P l.o,·ecrait. cnoates the idca that

underneath the work-a-da\ v.orlJ there IS a d~rl)' dl turbm~

reaht\' "hlCh mal not be understandable. I"t illone
pred'et...ble.

Pet.. r t\icholls argues in 771t" r,rt"l/t"lc'I"',lla I..r5d.." .... Fr,/I,"r
that this trupe is so all-peT\'asl\"e Ln SF that an\, ~nous

defillltlon t,f SF nL'('ds to lale it into account This lmd of
concephlal breaJ..lhrough can lIlVol\"e a realisation about the
artificial nalure uf realily. the fact that our uni\'<.'rse LS anI)
one pari of a much larger whole. that another charaet.. r IS not

what thev appear 10 be or that I1 was all a dream or lhe
deluded ramblings of an insant' rer.;on, This trope can also
include the re\e1ahon that lhe taws of ph\'sics are nOI what
the\· aprear to be. thereby enabhng the conslrucbon oi somt'

hand\ r;iLlTlo. A sahent ..-..ample is Orson Scotl Card's
XC1l1X11{,' t 1991}. m which a nev. J..ind 01 ptw~ics IS dtSCO...·ercd
allowmg people to step oul:;,de of the UnLn.·r<'oe and ~-!>L'TItlaJly

<!dil Lt b\' the power 01 thought alone. therebY handllv
resolnng all outstandmg plot-lines.

The tradLhonal Aristotelian mnrephon of a law of nature
is onc oi the bUilding blocJ..s not onh- of tradLtional gold..n age
SF, but alo;o modem Hard SF. Huwever. it is not the onl\,
theoretical apprQ.:lch 10 phySlCallaw that has graced the pag...
of works 01 scil.'nre fiction Bt.'C,~use the Ideil of a pn'<.lictable.
understandable universe is so basic to most SF, miln\- authOr<;

ha"e "'isely chosen to ~ub"erl th-lt assumption and e ... plurl'
lhe p<"'.<;lblhh' of iI world WIthout law-like phySICal ronstanl~
HQ\"'....er. rather than compldely defenestrate the mfant With
the bath-wat...r. most SF authors haw tt'lldl!'d to use pod~s of
lawl....."l"Il..... t. emphasl'it' thoc< pcossibl1it\' that our
undef'otandm~ \..f lhe UnL\erse might be inrompletc rather
than ultcrh lalse The ne>.! logical ~tep IS for SF 10 f~..llo.. lhe
postmodemrst.s III se,:mg th.: la\\ s of ph\"Sics as thing to be
broJ..en. Inde..-d. NicJ.. HarJ..awa\"s debul nO"el 77,,' Gm,' .~;l'll/f

W"r!d (:!tll8) suggesb a worlJ III v.him the metaph\"~lCa!la.....
detcnnmll1g ",hallS and is not po"Slble are u!lerh done awa~

with leil\'ing a world Without Solfch but rich In posslbi!lt\
Might thisbetheb<'ginningofa lrcnd~
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Un the "Art" of Reviewing
by Frank Ludlow

rm sure thal the disct'ming ~ad...r will hav~ noticed the
inverted commas in the tille of this articl.... And a logical
'lueslion to ask would b.>: l'VIlyart rlley tlltrt!

My answer is that one could easilv takt> and pretty
reasonablv defend the position that reviews are mostly
ummportant and insignificant things that aren'l worth
paying much aHention 10. Given the sheer quantity
available these days, it's a fair bet that any givl"fl review
will only, at best, bl? some r;mdom guy's ill-infomled and
ill-considt'red opinion On top of that, there's a good
chance that the person probably won't even have the
famtest bit of famIliarity (or God forbid, ".,perlISt') on the
topic or ilem which is the subject of r('view, And it can get
worse Ihan that. The reviewer could be completely
ignorant (in the general St'nse), completely biased, have an
axe to grind, or simply out to make a name for herself
through outrageous, insulting or contro\'c~lal reviews.

Likt:' it or not, reviewers with some or all oi the
charactenshcs I"ve mentioll<."'d above are veTV common
h:e seen them o~raling evervwhere, even in" apparently
repulable venues. And with the internet tadlitaling the
po5ling and spreading of review.. of lust about anything..
from just about anyone, the problem is onl\' gomg to get
worse In the past there certainl~' were bad reviews and
re\lewers, but Il()l nearly to the e,lent there are now
Rl'view.:i used to actually require paper and print to
dissemmate. and possibly e\'en had some edItorial input,
m.-.aning more effort and e>.pense was required than Just
throwmg up an opinion on a blog. And as we all know,
('veryone has an oplIlion. That's Just human nature. If you
disagree with nlt', then certainly you've d.-.monstrated you
have an opinion on this at least'

This discu'>Sion is relevant to r,;-views, reviewers and
critics of any art, from sculpture to dance, but we'll bt>
conC('rned her.. With reviews of fiction, be it novels or
shorter works. Indeed, the whol,;- notion and practise of
reviewing liction is something thal I've been wrestling
wllh of late. This has been kicked ofl by certam events in
Ihe world of SF re\'iewing. I'm not gOing 10 reter e'plicill}
to F*fSOnal details here, which would be very unfair, but
Ihese ev('ntlt mc1ud(' the clOSing of 71lt ..-\1,.." O"/mt' I1 Jand
ils important reviews section, and the closmg of the
popular EmtTtJIJ City webune [:!I, AlIhou~h these evCllts
hapf!l:'rwd some time ago now (both in the loIlter half of
:!0Cl6). tho..'} remaill for me important ",amples ('lf what this
article is all about. and I could add several flewer e'amples
10 the list if I WiShed.

1'hc abo\'e ewnts and others M.(' lhem all share
something ill common. Some sort 01 pn><;<;ure was brought
to bear, by the readers of th(' re,'it'ws, or b~' the authors of
the re\·iewed works, on the authors ~f the R'views
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themseh'es, and also on their host sites. Thb may haH>
been due 10 disagR'('ments over the tone of the reviews.
CA'er the alleged accuracy of the content of reviews. Over a
per~i\'ed bias ag.llnst the item being reviewed (or againsl
its genre or perceived pohtics). Or even over the mOllve
underlVing the reviewing in the first place. That thiS
pressure can have the effect of stopping certain venues
from running reviews, or from running at all, is what
many people would consider bad news. Some others I
have heard voicing comments alluding to "survival of the
fittest". B.-.fore I say anything more about that, l,;-t's get
back to basics,

Consider the position I took at the slart of this pi<.'Ct', It
could reasonably be argued that a hell of a lot of "reviews"
are pretty useless, unrt'liable, hopelesslv biased, and that
the writing of such is no closer to b.-.ing an "artH than
someone spouting off their "well-eonsideredH opmiol\$ to
friends in the pub. Criticising what others have produced
is Ion the surface} much easier than getling up and actuaJly
producing somethmg you~ll.My friends have long learnt
to stop romnx'flhng on certain sportsmen to the effect that
'he's uscless~ or .. , could have done a million times
bellerH

• Since 1I'S alwa\S followed up bv the challenge to
·gel ofl your arse and go do better thfm,.. I al!lO alluded
earher to why some poopl.. are motwated to wnte such
poor or unfalT R'views, be It to get alt.-.nlion. for pure
publidty, to make a name for themselves, to gnnd an a,e
(political or otherwise), or even to d+!li~ral+!ly hurt ur
insult

Considt'ring all that thl'I\- why do some people (fans,
readers, authors, e\'('n bystanders who ha\'t'n't actually
read th(' original work in question) get so upset about
certain reviews if they're just a collection of some guy's
opinions? Shouldn'tth.-.y Just be expecting to read a load of
nonsense? If the answer to that is "yt's", then why do
people bother reading reviews in the first place?

W(']l, ..ven the controversial, outrageoU'i or insulting
reviews can be el1tertaming! People love a good argument,
ill fiction, and in real life. Conflict is always present in the
world, and some would sa)' it's even the dn\'Jng foret>. So
could we sa}' that re\'iews that oIre ridiculously biased or
controversial, for e"ample, are entertallling.. and in that
sense have some St'mblance of valu('?

Perhaps thell' is an element of truth IheR'
But reviews have the potential 10 reach hIgher than

that, to do more than lust entertain. eslJ'.'Cially when in
some cases "entertainillgH means winsultingH

, People know
this. and it's one rcason why they can get so annoyed
when they read a poorl~' writlen. unfair or II]-eoncei\'ed
fC\·iew. All the more so when lhe review..r in question has
no conrept of the possibl(' weakness in their review, or of



their nwn pt.'r<,(lnaJ bia~. In my opininn. which I have at
least tnl.J to de\'cJnp and argue loglcal1~·. oil re\ IC\\ wilh a
~trong p~nCl.' 01 am of tilt' rK'goilliv(' charaderislia. I've
menb~ml-d I'> more than likeh' wnllen bv 'll,)mronc who
ulhmatdv, wht-n pl"eS5ed. has to hide behind lhe old "ifs
my opinion and I'm mhtlOO 10 il'" Somrone who i<;n't
conn-mOO bv l~ic or ron<;tructing a Tea>o<>nable argumml.
or eH'n. dare I <;oil,' It. admlttmll: to tx>m~ wronR- bla<;cd, or
misguided occasionall\'.

There le; a T\.'!;p<msiblhty in ta~lng on to re\'iew
someone's wor~, and In putting that review out for all 10
see. E\en more so now that people have thee-asy capabllit)
to c~ate and h(Kt vel)· prof....clonal-loo"-mg "lte!'. If a
revie",er ha,> to fall back on the old mantra of ~thal's my
opinion. so thcre __ .~ then he or she has already failed m
Iheir responsibility to the author of th" work and to the
rcaders of the T<'view. lnde<.'d, I would say that it isn't even
a real review, which must in mv boo!.. be "lore th,m llIere
unsupported npinion with no logical and firm argument to
back It up.

Dcspite Ihe in\'crtcd commas in the htle of Ihis article, I
oiIctually do lx'lic\' .... there is an art to reviewing. To good
revicwing, That II is, In fact, an art all of Its own Al the
minimum, a good review Gm aim to inform tll{' reader,
even if onlv to e\press an opmion on wheth....r !lOmelhing is
worth som('(lne's time and mane\' (and 10 terms of
economiCS, !..eep quality .....ork on the sht'l"'..... and put poor
.....orl.. off them)

But tht"\! can ~till go furthf-r than that
A lI:ood re\ lew can directly help de\ Illop the s"-ills of

the author of the work being revlllwed. oiInd give
something to other authors thal the) can appl, in their
own work, \....t'."'. all heoilrd 01 tht- ph.ra"C ··..vnstructivll
entla«m' 0 one reil1h l'Iljoys ta!..1OK critiCism. but It'S the
COT\Structi\ I.' pari that counts. If the criticism i..n·t laken on
board. at least the reviewer has tn&J hon(lurablv. And lefs
not forgellhllrt' is such a thing as ~cunstruct1Ve pralse~ too.
Not every revIew has to be negatl\'E'. In fact. thll word
~nl'giltivll·· IS olten confused WIth the word ~cntlcal"

Being critical d(l('s not automaticallv mcan being nllgativll.
Look up the word m the dictIOnary, A highly cnticnl
review can oftell be very positi\,e towards lh~ subject
under ((lIl:>ider<ltion, though being positiVI.' for the sakll of
It (or for more qucstlonable motives, e,g. supporting
friends or associates purel), becau!i(' they're friends or
ds,;ociates) is almosl as bad <IS being negative for the sake
of it In both caS<.><;, this is being unfair to the author of the
I".'orl... and misleildmg the readers of the reVlllW

I'd M.1l here to quote a p.lSSilge from an interview (3J
wilh Alan Dean Foster on his respollS(' to .a quesllon
regarding reVIews of his own worl.. ~Manv, many veilI5
ago Spider Roomson did a review ot m,. fourlh book.
.\II<I;j~'rld, that «hows what happens whro a fellow wriler
decid~ 10 apply thought and \..nowledgll to a review. It
wa~. by the \Va\', by no mE'ans enhrcl~ complnl\entar.... But
It WilS wE'lI-wntten and wt'U·thought out and !hen>'s no
way you can get upset about a revie\'>' done Ii!..e that­
Now. I'm not heR' oiIdw,,:almg that all ~'Iews ~hould be
wnllen b\ wntt'fS only. and nor Ithinl.. wa.. Foster. but tht>
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gllncral me<;<;age <;hould be pretty clt'ar I won't SpeJ1Lt out
for \'ou an\ more than that

But I could go a little further III oil dllteR'flt dlT\.'ctll'n
and point out that good re\ icw... can oftcn make a wider
oontribUhnn to the dt'\dopment of no! ju:>t a particular
artISt bul to the SF gmre as oil wholt' Th.. re\ It'\\'" ot
Damon 1".JUght ~I'\e as a gCKld e\ample of thal. A good
review can also use the worl.. in qu....l1on as a "rrin.:board
trom "hlch to gel mto wldllr iMu~ ot int,,·n.~t t.) soclt'ty.
and thus t'nter Wider debat..... Certainh, there is great
mt'nt in all thi<;. and I could tall.. much lon~er there. but I
would bl' gclllll~ too far off-pomt

Because here'!; tilt> rub,lfrfl'it1:I'III<~" ill.t.'n11111 Qrl, tlrnl.1
rn-i<7I'..7rnU dlllllll U\'//Oj>«1 her Qrlrstrv to l\' m·I"ll\..J tll(l'A
review can and should be subject to review itS('lfl Just Ii"-Il
the author of an\, work of liction, the author of iI R'\ illw
has to be able to tilke Criticism (e\'en if only to improve
their .. rt). Sometimes this criticism will be nasty,
sometimes it will be unfair or misgUIded, just ilS the
original re\'iclV~ can be. Write a badly constructed story.
get a nllsative revlllw. write a badly constructed review,
gilt a nt');ativc r('SponS(', But even if a review IS good, solid.
and fair, il can still gllnllrate a negalivt' response. Both
reviewer; and writers need to grow lhicl..cr s!..ms, oiInd at
least aim (Il\'en if they never get there) lor constructi\'e
(>\chan~e.

Reviews sel'\e an important (unction, and will alwavs
be around. Thc function and Importanfi' of fIction should
be self-evident to anyOne who reads this I don't know the
e,oiIct detail<; behmd Ih€' Emtrafd Gh{ and TIle ,-\/lfIl O"lm,'
deci..jcmc. but I can't help wondering if. 0100
considerations ~uch as lime and personal hfe aSide. sonw
lhider sl..Jn<; on the part of the reviewers oiInd their he><.b
wouldn't ha\'e hurl. Re\'iews. no matlt'r the onglnal
intention or quaht)', will alwa~'S gel occ~lonal angry
re.ponses. Gel over it, Deal \\,Ih it And unl~ an author
hils been pe,-.;onall\' 10sulted in a review, as oppo5ed hIS
\\'ork being msultcd, thcn a successful laWSUit IS lrigll1.1i
hiXIll.1i unlll..el~·, At the momllnt, I think that thll re\'lewers
are the ones bl'ing more over-sensitive

Let's put it this wa\', If you reallv wTlte (or hQ!;t) a
R'view you behll\'1l Ill. that you truly th.inl... is falr. that vou
would think fair ~ven If it had been on it work of vour
own, whetI' you hllv.... tTled to state allY personal bla~;It the
outset, then any unfair or nasty response yOU get should
have no bearing what~\'llr The ph.rase "watllr (or word<;J
off a duck's bilC!.... <;prings instantly to mmd

Endnotl'$
III "h.ttpl"'wW.lht'oiIlicnonline.net>. TIle news <;edIM has
SIIln' been T't'plaa-d b\ the e\celient t;to.:SFBooI..\;cw~> for
which.~<httr' ;WW\\uJ...<.fbool...news.net/>
PI <hUpRw wwcmateom/>. The ront"'llts (If "ast I~C~

remam onhne tor rclllrence
131 ~Around the World in SO light yeu5 - oiIn Intel'\-leW wLth
AI.-m O....n F~... t,,·r·· AI/I(,/" 0",·, ~, :!(Xl.l,
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Summoning
Orbil.:!OOI. J'Mlpp. 0>.'". mm/pb ISBN
9781S4I~""I05

R~\lil'wed by Annl' F Wil50n

--­~ --
KEllEY

ARMSTRO G

THE
SUMMONING

Chloe Silunde.. un ~ ghMls. dl\d
nolm(\'OI'M"$e,th"r Asaloddlershe.>
is 10rm\'nI''lJ b), tn.,m 11\ t~

bascment 01 tlw famllv hOme The\
call hc'r b)' nam~ and 1l1"n pul on
d"pl~vs "f Mom;lch "'r~nch1ng go...
Ihat "'ould m a f,lm be lirmh'
labcl1,'<118+.Bu'<hegro"'sur and
lhmls 'I'S all a nlj;htmare unlll, in
round two, ruberty hIts ..nd she

slartshl ....... lhl'ln agam l'oorl..id. ifs no ....on..kr~'~ ..un-od
!.:nfClr!Urt.1lI"h· Chlo.'s a1">,llh..·s kad m'r 1<) !lE' laN-lle<!

sduwph....." IInd ,..."t off lu a group hall\/! "'Ih other Ill'Utole<!
l........gcrs'.....odk"Ssto!>;l'.'llr..IlS-f'l..... lhall~ln'T\af;Crlan>noI
lusltrout>Io...J~·tho."lrhoortn/.1no:s.BOurd,ihculll ..m,I"I"es.bullheir
own _ ot occult J'O"'~' And thmgs p1 ........ for Chb' .., ~

prog~lr\tl\lunw,lhn,;J""'-...""8gl"lo.ls1sl(lll\dd"..rtt-'nIJ~'r.. ,...ng
u..,de:ad And. oh. dId I TN.'IltlOfl noInlCt'dedd "'t...... 'V"" N.., MId
gr:obl;>\.. lend 10 alYO. 1I\ d.. rl.. cunl,no."li ~p.k~ Do:lInlkh In thl' Ilk
C;1It<'g<"lr\

Thl~'~ .....11...., Arm"'nlntl'~ fiN bo....... 1,.. I.......... .md ,f. not Ndl\

wnlten Tlw ploc i. tight and lh" ch.or;oder;. .re ',,"" hnll: nw_
reaJlng " WIll ..........J INng ~tumadls - tl I!> much ' .... P;IU(";<.HTW.'

than ...... aJuh lantaste. for """'" ...,as.ln Tlw p;hoMs are .....lJv
unpk..,...nl '1lIcCU5lod'dI\fd"adgu,athe-rh,g:h"hool.bu~to

dl'..lhf pushed hIS I.:..:.: mto m,,1<' and II chanfi;..-d 10 Ihal hornt>1e
"",he<! ma·l. 50 cl,_ I waS slanng mIll hl~ uno' bu1llmg: "~,,, ..1n\QS1
out 01 lIs :MX~cf' (:71, Eww Sume ltf noI aliI ot lhe Slall at the home

ar" fa..l\' ob\'l<lu.I,' hmg MW m..nipul,ll,ng Ih~ """Jent$, And
tlwre's a laclollh" hghm..."SS of touch and humour thal ma~e, for
ll,.lan(\', Thana Wynn;, Jon.'S's TII,' T"",' t'{lhe GI",', or IV,t,11 \V,,"~. <;0

~"thrall"'jI;e"cn ",h"n lru,'·· ... SC,,.\I. And th"'hnlogut' ;so'le,actl)'
Sn.lpPleithl'r, 50 flu'N 11 all\'l

The l>nol lacks plaUslb'ht\' 11\ ""m" ~rea' For lI\~lanN, It aprears
Ihat the gh....ts IICluall)' wanl Chloe hI help Ihem Wdl. vcru'J ha,e

lhought tl would occur tu th.,m that putt"'g on theu sea"",1 taces
an.! rnaSlnll "'-"r round lhe l>asemmt wooldn't ...,all,· ",-"Ip n,.. adults
also §t'o'm e'tremeh' ruthless.md ...:ad" 10 d,sP"-"M' of lhelr dl.trgt... at
one mom..-nflo IOsubo:>n:hnalJon Whal u..,. want isn'l al all dvar. or
m..\l><! I...... ' ... Just N.:l ..I grthng il And the Tn<lml'l\1 "1I.tn- Chb'
gets her h"'l renoJ, Ial". IS almost saruh~ ."'t (1t ....,~~ geb

a SdlUl,1n' I,'>\..d trum a m.-.iu"" and tlUll's tl O\"r. then So,ne<!
"",,, ... menlk>ncda~ So w's not goong 10 t>o: lormented b,' mood
s'...nfilS_cramp'-'...'atetrdt'nbOn.wllrT\'mR ..boulleals.~tlsor
l.'\'t'n lhird«l>1Ol'\ ..-hl"therlDusot l..... e.. orl,1mpunlo, ....<).In TJot
SU"I_url:- lffrI.I~rs only M"" occult problems But I'd ha...

thoughl w ..-ould al Ie.ast ha\"<- wondnn:! ..''''''...... stw rould onl'
~~"hen,I'S.VOlIl..no"·.ThatTi",,,olllw'l.I''''lh

An)'..-a,', w("re lold lh.1t this is the fir<! bool- In A""-~trong's

Justin Alien - Slaves of
the SI/illar
0..,.-10010:. Ptfl6, :woe,~3Opp.(I6."'.

hIb.ISB'r, 1S8S6':"9I'
Rev;ewedbyA.P.C.. /\.. \<.. /\

Foragt-'1\...,lhalha.bo.'l'f1ulledhred
and chrn....J. JU~lm Alh.'l"~ ~IQ;'N ,>(1/1,­

51",,,,r '5 wm"lhmg uf .. breath of
fresh air. To JaVC 50/\1<.' I"n", thost'
loolmg fora SI"r)' Ihal has dragons,
wizard510bbing tlrcballsand a group
olundcr·fun<.!,'ll ,aga!:'Onds ('ut to
righl all lho.: ••,.,ISQI Ih..· worlJ,thls is

notlhebo:>o:>lf"rHHJF(lrI~loolmgfllra.to[",·thatsho .... show
lant;bV can l><! .. oom~lhng ...ad, wh,~h ,lluslrah."lI lhe human

ron.,l'h"" ..od Ihal <hows how "'~t,,[", an bl........mc mvlh.. IhlS ,\ the
bool tor r<.>u All«> ha~ crealeJ a "orld IlUIl blends scamle!il;l,' Inlo
OUr o,)Wn p.sI It IS u!lerh' rnnnnang In 11> sincrrlh .od pbu~itoihl~

;55""lI.,ltsm,lhICICJnel;
"The plot «'fI1...,. amund two men d.5 Ihc\ ~"Omt' In trunwnlal in

d'wIgmll: the t~ ot lhe "'or!d around them. TheoI' ..re not h pIC.1!
lant.lSY~ bul \-harKters C;1Iughl up In C'\tr'lllrUuw.....' hme!i and

tho;otr,tctklf\&un" !hem .. n.me mru"IUO';ond k."f;l'OJ "Thebool-'tself
",-...-.n,l>,)too:lnlh.,ln>n<!ofth",'h$,,",,.>llan~'<k...lIng ..',lh

e:;.."p. AlltLt an.J C......... 11\ thal thr.ow d.·..l ..11h ho.>w men booame
lqi;end rather lhan g<:nn' f=la5\' which d"..l~ .. ,lh Iego>ndan' men
P"rlorm,nll ~enda~' d....J.s, 1he mattn'-o!·fKt dep",11Of\6 of ~"en
.and I"" bruUlhh' ttI war are al ud.t. ",Ih lhe.> golJen~ or
gkmh.,..t ,ma~ rommon 10 l..nt.w.' wnllng. and the romple>.
m(l.ahh NI..... ""',,1 rert."nl" ign..>lI;l$l.mtan'.blad,,mJ whrre

approa~h IOKood aod e"11
Th(' dkIuckr ,>t Urul... ...... 01 Ihe- n'1\lr.oI rrutagonlst~. !i<'<'m~ to

0"-" a j;rcal d"bl to Con.an tt.<> Cimmeri;m, bolh '" I"ml~ "I ph)'sl<:a1
chara<:t"TlSI"~and~r'j(\Tl,llit)',JnlwUUlth"lol·lrt\...:...,(>flheno,,,,1

th" Iheft of the MaIdenhead of "aHah and 1~ aSS<'J.%tnallOn 01

"ihmon, the rescn,blan,'l' tt, n", T''''''r<J/ tb,' f.J.'I"IoIJII i5 startling.
Allen'. \'1\lire andenl world beal"; a rcmarl"bl" s,milanl" 10
Howanh 11\lX>nan Age, although AIl.'n ha' Ic·rnpen.'d this w;th a
~ubtlc tooch .-seh"""'g Howard'. more flallr..nl pro>e. thAI being
sa,d. All,"'-s "",rid b...i1lh."S and «-sounds wIth hi" The ,'er,' dust

and8T1t»flh"he.. tblaste<!Ltnd"'ap""'fl....ourand'e'tu.... lhep~
8""nR ....."NIe uf ,crdOl\' tMI Howard·. O"('al"'" ne'er qUtte ><'t'med

I".>du"w
Th.' pubh-her c..n~ Ihl~ "An Er'" hnl.. , (\I tilt AOClmI World"

W....'I1thb""k'"l'Tl><!IIe\'~II~d ....".·bt....'1\;mE.pw.:II,-toT\,oI
lhe A"'......t WorlJ 'flu" ,,,,,,rld 11...", anJ bn::llm.. .and ,ts Cllies
b«:anwlhc,en founoJ..bonsof our workl A1ItmIus n-'"!umo..J 10 the

uk.. th.oll=1iK1 .. m, th malJng 1'lm; slon r,·.-I. a. lruth...s tu..,loo
and\l't\""t.;uOS"'lhlnlllh,;,seedsol ...rown~~p.;as.I,1t
We"'"" ml'th 1nl>,) the f..bric 01 our 1usI,,.., ..nJ ...,...h a,; If It WM an
anOl'nll.lk· that has OOl-n ...........rtl'lo'J and 1...nslaWd lur us, 8"lnfil us ..

g.hmpwmt,'uurf"'~t
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,vunl: a<.lull lri~y, '"Jnlo ll"rl.t"" I'ow('l" le~ped w,d] gd 10 tm<J
oulwh.'lrM""u]lSw.anI.mdlhen.h..F""rull\·.ChJoc.and ....'I"I(Oo."!\a~
1nen<J5 w,ll I..d them l"m Ill"- not ....n> Ilwl my o;t"m~:hwiD loo: up k>

"
Scott Bakker - NClIropat1J
Ononl!lool.5,:roos.3~lppCl::''''(H''

ISB'rlllr.3;!8!l5lr"thlbt
,78lr.S2S9I5UIIlpI:>I
Rl"vil"wt'd by C;ary D;alkin

'\''''''''1''''/1 I~ " hM'M Ill"'';,). One
momlTlf; ", Au~u.t not m~n\, )"'3'5

from IWW ColumbIa Un'\'''....'l''
['rol,...-.o. of Cogn,twe l',yelwlr'l(\'
Thomas Bible is \'~'l'-.;I bv It..· FBI
Th..... ",,,nllum 10 help Ih.·m Iritd.

d<>wnhlSbblfn<"T\<J :\."IC" ,<.Iv, a

""'~ who Ns bHn ...·0 '"1: In

bl~""Of"Iiorlhr/l;5AanJ~now

1:'-.ne,CWH' C.assid,' 15j..,<.Il\o1rf'1ng.md"'l'};IC",Il, .allnl"l!th<-t.r".....

01 oem"la~ rt"'P"" -, t>u ,11o<>:t5 ~I". " porn..uI' - w·,th
.. horn B'blt:- .....' m§<""*' Wa' h.od IUl11<' ~I,ght connecbcwl. Thecrune5
connco.1 ph'~""'ph1<"...ll\ to" Ion~ st.m<Jmg mtd~UdI <kWI", 1ll.'
,....gU"'"'1 bt-twet>nI""I"of",...d~~..rdlf\j:\thell,1tur"ofl~w,ll
!""""Th''''' ..nd n""",iou.....,.., B.ble! is ",lu,1.anl 10 ~"Omt' m....'lwJ
bul IM rBI mow h.m .. 110\"D ot C.~.dv·. wor'" the Mull' 01

whl(h an> ..' p5\·,;t",I,'S,c"lIr ho'mfllng as lho..-y i"" pIW""J.llv
nau"-'''hng. M".."whil" " """al .. ,11,·. labelli'd by I..... m,-.;I'a ", Th"

Chm'prad," " le.rifyinll r-;"w Y,'r" ,,,ilh an 'K\""',"~ se.,cs of
('l',m"s.ThisISabuokfo'IMsedo"oIV5Irongolslomac:h

N"U'''I",/I, i~ a S("ier\,... fIction no.....1. MUioC\)w h 5 been oulc:.,j The
mclllnjl; polar Ire c",p5 h.n" "nJ,-.;I ,I\\., North Atl nllc Doll. Sl'lldlng
lurupo.· int" a ~Io" I"",,,,,· Il>c-w u ... Augusl bh;u.>rJ~ in I'a ..s. Wal­

.....rt N. beI.... iIC'C\l--' l.'i '1~1I\, In~t.llllng low held \IRI1Kanner!> 10
monItor A--.......,e< and cust"",,-n ..h...... <1nd "",,cl c.. Id\' hI5
gR<Jualed lrom IlItcnog..h~ I"rronfot suspects "'lth drop ;u>cl
\'r1ual .....lrlylo;aII,.....,;I....... ~"-f'lIOrb ... ith"'-'\lroSUT""Y

N(....,...rlt is. SCK'nl..... hCllOIllhnllt'l' Ilwl w.anb to to.. .11<-.II\,wood

"","'... Tho..-...s B,b'" .. a \'<)Un~~ Wlth" bl-;aul,lul ("'\-wII...
two delighlful dul<.l...... 'nd a ftilv "01 "e,ghbou. lle" soon
p.1rtr\1i'r«1 ""Ih !he toe",ul,ful IDI a~,,"1 s..m..nllu lDg.tn III "

de<perale psvrnotog,,:,,1 game "h.m u..:-nt.bl)' b,'e"nws "O'TV
penonal lOO'....:! The«e Hollywood clIChes a~ld". Scull B.a ....cr has
wrll"'n whal '5, m-p... rt, " l.,llIciuu Iv mlclhgent no",1 Il\ wh.ch
ron~pt, from U... culling oo~'\' QI r,,'ch(>logv and whal IhI:'y mean
fur our ...>n~ 01 humamty are "" c:f\Jtnil"'ely \'l'rllglnolls and
di.lurb"'~a'lhee"C<'ptio",'llyp"55rhysicalhorwrsolthebookJre

nau..eatln,l(.WhalCassidvcl0e5lohI5,·iC\im·sminds,andwhy,isas
dlslurbln~ as ""hal h.ppens 10 their bodIes. N(II"'1""h would
rrot-ablv lile 10 grow up 10 be .';'--,'" meets $<ri, wllh , PhD Thoo
.....hng is f"-"<!........Ilv ....' ....l1'...l WIth startlingly ongiNI u'lt' at
met"phoranddlalogu"bnslhnRw'lhclcctricinlelligmct' Fn... iftlw
same pomb an> ma.Je •.a.thfo. ""'11' oflen th.m r'Il'a'Si5an 8.lURr <till
.a.chi&"\',,", '-en <.I,fflrult 1t.,.1 (>I 'J'r'T<>lI'chmll ........ one m,p.l thml,
dllf,-rmlh' 10 thml out,,,.... thfo b<'3"'1'<>\

h~r ~'W> p;I~ thol' ll."SUll l5 , f'U".....-tuUv d11llmpnlt NrTilln..,
"fhtoon ,I.U It"'" caUslr<>pIuc:...11l w","g Ir ~"",..".". ,,~ ... him COt'

"0111.1 Irl\;l""'" O;a,',d hndW:T h.o<J \Ud<.l,·nh' bl.,... Iakn III an.!

""rl.K'1.'d 1.>\' ~hcharl W"""" Wlul Was " lhoughltul .and Frucllln~

r'r,ho--th"lIl" .a.lmosl in: IJ.nlh n,lIa~ inlO n~lbll!' .lCt..", - ...

n.."".. fnendlv Ca. ch.1... Ih""'lo:h lM N",,' '0'1. 5ub",,,\· Slall""­
J."'-unl rlol IwislS dnd l"uIIl>;,bl" Grand Cuignol of ~u,h l''',,,,~ fo,;"n
Ru,,,-'Ilwould lhinLl"ice In 1I'1\IlIh,dl...l~ue-.ch",,'<·lersll'Il"dch
nth,;" ",h,,1 th,'v Jln>,'dy "now.•,nd ""e eharJet~r - \\-ho bemg
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p"',chopathIC ha, 00 eml"'lh\' c>rCil'" I"....nv u1hol'.human ""lnll:­
wWcl......·"bh t-,.t....'1"> 10 "'1'1"'11\ I..... 1'1", ."IM lhan III I j..dl
",·,'r'iOlll" 1hI, of cour'!ll'gi."," our Iw:-ru h"", to.__ And w....... Il U.
'''''fm<Joul''UoCtIl ,'.u'''-'<l ..lllho·lr,)oublemt''''lIrstrlao.·Ir, ,n
~n..lv ,'''' "SA ld ,.......... \......:! lhal k deluubcwl.1 jl,a.l u>uIJn I
~,bh, .......,r,w"r..

N~ll"""" .~ " hug...h' rrom"llIg book.. loluch m<t!'t
J~rP'...nhnJPy ~""",... t,-s Into hl<-ral~ So.>tl B.all..... ~
,"'arh , , ....111 1.1",,100 <1nd IlIlclhl(....t "'r,l"r Orwc.an onh wi'" hI.
ed,l"r ""'.1 Inld tum 10 go awa\ ..nJ oomrk..ld, I1'wnl<- I"" IINlllO

rag""

Slephen Baxter - Flood
GolI.n"",2008,~7Jpp,C18.9'lI(l::'99.

IS6:-.19780S75080S60Ih!bI.nd
879Q!;7S01lO58-1l11pbl

Rl"vi"....edbyf.dwardJ'mK

Th rmol <'fOr" c..." .. ,n" ipped
J.I,·'P"'-.ol ....."ideno.. b.1~ I....

""...... Jho...-SSlgnsatho.·...n 1'0 ...1,'1"·

lalm"&-.and'I~I .... II""
""t was rKo\'errd 'mm' <J.-pth ('It

4l.'(Ime'llT5.f C(\ILap<;o.-.;Ilo ww

t>lu.:" In C tral Lon-tan 1111"'"
dn "fterplanet-I,1l III AO:!II~ (11

,sa r""'shtnglolhm.. th...llm· .......
.hllu>msCoun...,font ,n~II".)W"

LnOI<" rhen, th"t th" a d,......t... nowl, a "Lrun or ...,me "mJ of
S\'dn",· Fuwkr Wrighfs Ll.(I".\'t, u. J.G, B... II.....:!·. 0"",·,,,-,1 \\',,,1,1
HQ"''''e., 'I" 0"1..... di5ll.1er n,wel m one ralhe. n",ruw .'nJ
anlhn'f'O"!nl"c 5I!l\S('. 'c,,;. I",,,,,. !<01'lrtI~ ma,' be doom,>d. bul Ca,a
,1r.e1l mal do 4ulle ,,',,1I 0\11 n/ Iho' Hood, ",panding It~ bu'llIJ..'>S.
sl<1bllr~'"1I ,u;o,ll and 1;<111111: nd 01 mo<l or,lI of lhose p'.....Vhuma""
atthe~m.eh"'"

ThIS ~ not a g,lotoll-w·arrmnll nonl. .a.s I.>oth rrola~.~~ ;m<J

~lTUll.)lhN:h( ..'"1hI' .. '11nod1>lI>..:ool>-st\lef'1'OP''N'''''
-And Ihr "''''1'''' 1"""'.....1ed m'!:hhh upon the l"....th 1....1 .a.U Ilw-
Iugh ",,,..nlau., under tlr "'-'1<0 he... ,,,,, "';>1'\' cn,...-eJ· (~
; I~I 'Iho: w,,"'r comes not lrom .aboo. .as .n !he r>,;oah sior-, but
frombo.·k>W_F"ngupfmrn,;utsubl .an~ln"n.fl..""o.-d.
a,,,,ler"i,'!"SI "hnmlghlbe dubKlUs"boulthal.<k""' ...rt" .....
in.V_/urr. ,-.:~k'x "t</andSr..'....~

The.lC11On la~ place b.,h">en :!!lIt'> the b..1t,nn"'8S of In., nood.
and::!O':!. 'I' dIm.., W" -et' .." .... I~ l.a.rgcly through th,' e~H ot L,l~'

Broo"eanJ herfamllv-ht',blood n>lallotls.a.nd Ih(>S(" "'ho ",...re",·en
daw. Illo'n blrx>d relation., Ihe IhrlX' who had .h... n.'1J hfe wilh LIII'
for fl"e VeJ.T5 as lenonsl hoslag..~ in a polll,ealh' ,haotlcSpa(n Soln('
Qf the bl...1 sren", olT" lho!;e <;('1 in Lond,.n '" :!!llb. as Ih,,'!lI<lm,'S
Ba."er I1 bread....,J. B..,I". e~I'''polal,'lI ftOm de'iC\"iptlO1\5 of the
Lond<>n f1o,;><J l.'i IQ'\J. bul .adds 50lI\l' ru....l, Iw.... ll··hl5t n .... tun·
lourn...,. 1..... ~lno<:l.eduft t"""'~l b\'lhernshmg"aN'!"s
"hKtI 111<-1 h.i, ... faikJ 10 not, ho<:au ..... th<>v were k>O kl<\ la"",i'\
phulO<('Ir'I!I'Il"Irmobd.. phorw:'I.OI'thol'lwhropterhin'd b. rtO',na,1

L.....Jon·..... I...... ....ho .'" ~1"'1\ the .... ....,b ,.""
hllr./www....lIdtthl"nJcl.zw:o< Im cum. Bul B.a'ler g<1_ lIw I""'"
l""-InF:htthol'p.>ni<:,th<- ...."'lemer\l.lheinrom~.lhol'

........It"''I'''''
A~lhrow,"''1''\ru.eI''nJlhol"mp«t'>nn>o>.l·hnes(litlw"""at ....

1e.·...lllllllu~t,J.t.,Jt>\ anumbe'OIm"rsllherel.Smig.ahontolughe,
gmund,.andthol"lrugg"'lo"Un,,, ... ,,,,hlprgroundbe<"OI11l"Il,n

ShOr1l" Jnd !>hor/er suppJ\". A numbo.'l" ", ou' protagotl'~ls ha\'(~ bt.~·n

I.....'·.. unJer I.... wing of ...n ",,1(:'1'''''"1: l...nd lhoroughly rulhkssl
"nl,epre",",ur, wilh aca.",. 10 all 11", ","J.ns QI ~UR'l\·"'1. enablms th~

prOIJ~oni<I' and h"nce th.. narratIon hl F',oc..,>d IQ wh~t r~mams of

15



Vector257· Aulumn2DDB

the USA, tu In.,. And~ ~nd ...I".."hert'. to~ how hUmJNIY'S md­
~an'M.'" pia", ,t<df oul on ~ glob.alsuge For all 1Nl It 15 a dlSilSte., the
moomml; IS nloMlk for mdi"idu~1s, and not 10' hunurut)' en m<L<5t',
let alone Inr the Ios5 at millcnru~ of SCk'l'lld,( and arttshc

oldlll'"\'ement "'of I"'" .. aa"ler"s pomt. cm~ at the end by
h-.cu<WlI; on thE- 10" and opUtIU5fT\ o.t (JOC of thE- r..fj....h.-el1rng

etuW.'"'fl\CI5tpooplel"efOl"thr~landf..... thfoh.oturt,AdulJ
..,1>0 has f'IC'\'ff l"...-d on ,Jr.' land .....~ moum lis \oss., hUmanity
ol'\ul,t'S

~ Ili a Cbrl1.ln_~t ..lthe 'I'" end, a qu..">t>on h·om ut,·
...hlCh n:m,n,,h""""ul the 1.>st hneOl R<'Itk-..Ml!IIritIJ R.tI""" and not

onl\- ra'*ft Sp«uI.1IM.W>S of .. hyperdlol'get'c ","Iu",. bul male!l """
Ihll'lulp<><",bl.-"""1lk'l.I'Jbehapp,'lnreadthem

Stephen Baxter - Weaver
(Time's Tapestry: Book
Four)
Goll ..n.... t"ndon,2008.nlpp.
£18.9'#CU.'li.lsBN'J780575(1786012
lhlb)

Reo'iewed by Tony Kecn

In re"I,,",sofpre"I<lus I'olum.... nf

T!II"'; Till""''''' r"'l'<"n'r (\'nt"r 2501.
C'''''IU''<'r {I-...""2..<;.j) ..nd NIl"ig"""
(1"','''',2551. I was lulewum. l ...as
.. ronl\,l\ l ..',so"tunh, cdlenl

In ,r." " n nrhl. tout dr ~ II-...'

Sl'q"',n".: to a do.......... '"-' k> 1't'\1~

mroplOonnOlT,_.TffJ'r'-lry .........hok·
,...a:,.,.,t,lfkoftEun'p'..... tust"" .. ttheenJo.ttho!htt•..mth.--enlu"

In lhe pr"e'\'''IU~ Ihfft "oIUInO, Ba"........" .........kk dl~"",l
range In\\,'lIlY" B.o"lergOO'S"""'!V'Il<>I'I-llI,anJacommon5U~

tnr ..1!MnaI'\C hat"",· t",,~lh to~ ~.., .. n~rH" Cerman
in,~ '" Bnuon l1n.~ OS nut .. hish''''''alh'_!'1 .-'el deriding
.. tt.'ml'hl<>"'l<'r'...... LOlhep.ast.obthE-pn"'1oOWthtft-OO."I~ ..'""'

\I,N tn·"lmenls ul a Co!rman-<,)CC\lpoe.i Bnlolln .1\\ ....... ~. from ..
bno( pr.-.t>I,'m - the German miLl.." l"Iubh,J,menl '" dl~lrpOO

"'Llul"lCh!IUdl...,opo.·r.:ttlon.. andth.-pohtl a1t"Stabh!>hITlt....I ....lu.'...,t
B.. ''''r t..l..-s th.. on SU«:<'S5lull.. p.od ~ an ..ltcma~ h",rol)
.. h.ctl hesout5,d.. whatJoImaulct.'m\Slhe~htl.·r\\'Il1!l· p"'rt' In
th,s hmdm". t~ PJnz."I'S do oot ~tup sh<>rl ul Dunllfl. w the RntlSh
E,p<.'dlllonar, h'R'C dOl", not esca~, The l.ult" .. It..d~ nol sWItch
tR,m J1rflelds to (,tIt'S tiO Iht' RAF k--.so.-,; tt\j> B..WI' 01 Brll.. in, E....... so.
this h ~ dO'k."run m"a5I01l,. ,}nd only pilrtl,llly 5u""",tuL t!M'
Gcrm~n~ (,}fl O1l1V 0«\11'" to;"nt. SU<;S(', '}Ild polrl of Surrey, Onc can
'1u1!.>!.>I., ",,,h .],'Iails - wh,}1 fln.. lh' <t"ps th.. G..nn,," adv,}nce in

S\)utl-...'m rn~l,lIld IS a b,1 r~bbil-<>ul-QI_~_h.. t VUl <l,·.-rall this is a

rbu',bl .. p",turt', roml< of cvmpl..",I .. re more Iha" ron'p<'nsan'd fur
b" ,ldful " ... 01 hr<loric,}1 del~,L ~1Jdl;n tt\j> w,'m,}n ..."callng lhal

"'-',d..ughl..r'.tobt'c'acuall."donlheCIt~,ofR.""''''' '''''artbrt'alI08
1., t"'-- ..'ha lnow that lif"'" WU torp<'<1:oo.'d

Tl1<' ....,~lc tunc penod ,}llo" s na"tcr to pul .. 1", mon' LOto
du.rao:t..nul'.m The.., ...., 1I>t..,..<,rabk· Uldi, ,du.. l, - th.o, ,''' En~,,,},,= Jub.. F, ·a..h. ",..""I Germ.m Frm.l TrQIoUl, and lus SS brother

'<1.d. Bo.'I'I ....-n. lhe A~nan "'" .. ha uodl'r5lands the
,mplr("ahon••,. ""."I"I....ng'" luslolO' bo.ofl•.,. I~ .:tn,<Jne People
"'horn tlw ...adt'r has b.oen dnwn ",10 blin~ MIll.', IlJb<'I'Ilrnl<'I'Ital

1..1<$ s,"«'r ...n~ ""Jlr tor f!Ulf\1'.... ttu" d'''SCTIrt>On ut .. man
run "' .... b, .. \M>l H.. gul....en:f.m:ed<lUluttu'lTI<.IUthaod tus
.. rw hl.. toothpilSl.. lrom .. tuo.

l"'II.n), .."gl),asl..,...J\\........ 'otalBa,I.,..".h" ..ntmg.001
.. llhe ~UI5' tl\'..tmmt or the peopk' of """,them f.n~I..nd and also ..1
haw ·rolLaOOral.loK' ..... trwh.·,j m ho.r..1<-d .........' ThaI anger IS
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juS!,IK'd...nd ~u",II' I.... ,'motion s".,"'r " ..nt< 10 dICIt 1l'lOu~h 1'-
...... fK11l'n..1 F..nglrsh peop~. whnin all!\' OC'\'erh..d to go through
lhe Ir.." ..,15 uf O«UJ'olt,on. behind Ra'I s rn- ,. what dId ....ppm
to lhe peopko ul Fr..1\O' Human beings re~lh dId Ihmgs lrr.... trns 10
OIherhumano.mgs.

I\.-rvtsatu.hmgly rondu.ks Ti.....·s T~lry All thre.:tds ..... lied
logerh.."I. and 11 .. I .., unn.-5oI,'ed.- ..... 15 lor pe".'ClI)' good
"-'DOnS Ba.tl'l" berome much ~ ~isl>(alPd.. both as
~onul f1o(\\~i"'. and ,n h,. h;lndllOgof ..ltl"m.lt.. tu~h'f)' ~ is ..

......'''5'''t ...... that !Uat".... cannut""~lh,(h.m~'n .............a'
that th.o pcnon d<ltnjt the du.ngmg wlll pr"""." ,t Clhou~ Snter
b....als eM ruw~l and .. lmal b.-..,ura lW,s-! lmu tlw no"'!. N.<:l
k>oorh.<,jUf"\'.I\',~5ho .. soneofBnl,}ln·.best"Fwnloer'lbad.(In

tor t•l ""

Marie Brennan ­
Midtligllt Never Come
Orbit.2003,37"Jpp,l:6.'J'J,mmfpb
ISBN 9781l>lt49711-1-&4149-717-o1

ReviewedbyCherilh Daldry

In polrt ttllS I~ ~ h,~toncal nu,·"I. in

whi(h ..n impo\'cri,t"", young

8""t!('man, M"h.....1 0.......". is
try",g t<l ....tll...lr>hhlrmooelfat the
rourt of Qu.'l'n Ebubo:th 1 1115
routeIOp"'t"m"I<'nll ..~hln\lflIQ
the se" 1I:~ o( h,}nas W..lsU>f\ham.
sp\fn..~ter to t.... qu."", H...... he
inV.....tlgates \\'abolngh.-.m·s

5U5J-'IClc.uot .. ~...n'l pia".,.' 10
thfopollhc.oIllw ........... speohc.alh·mf\"'.....",gthen.N\lI'ooOlM;uy

<>-~So><

l'arallellothu.ostlwfanl.Js\·wurldoftht:l.... Ilcol"" l.ondonhe
the On..... Coort. ruk'd b-,. t1w .."lln"d'Mla Lad, Luroo.'-!OS(WT)If'
......knIO'-' .....·,t'qU" ..lcntLOlhet...... court-h.a«t..tlPnoutl,ltf... oor

aod 15 I" "'liI to ..."-eStabllsh t>erwll To ,In th,.. she mu"" ....Ier ~

hum.<n .."rid 0..-. .... and l....... must ..n.. t.~Ih...,.t.l\X"IOr.-rI""

thrNII>3b<>thl"""'W<lrl.1§
Th,s ,~ .. ~noJd 110.·... so I h.ad high hapt-"! itS I ~tartN 10 read the

l\O\d. "od 1 .... n'l d"",ppolflt."<l The Nclground '5 ndlh Jet..ll..-d .
both In the 1.m1a5\ "'<>rId and the tustuncal f\'alrt\ ul Ehrabt'lhan

L<lndon,It'5,>b'I011~th.llam"...."·" ..mvunlofn......•.. ,,-hh,,sl:ooelflto
,t, )"t'l 11 ~us Irp;htly .m Ihe Ixl<ll. .md there's noo<' 01 thi' a... ful
pl>i.'udo-hl,"l.lrl<"l, 'GoI to go down to lh.· Globe t"''''Khl to ,al(h
01/1.-11",' Rcal hl.I,'ncal charact<....s rome dCr\n>' "s ~Ulh,'ntl"', ..nd I .....8
p~rlkul.:trh' iml'R~'tl b)' EIr1.abt'lh, M)' I,ln.. ("nlld.,n, of the
char,},t,,", i.lhat De...,n ""\'..,,,,,,11)' hold th.. r .......·n<:o.' thal his rule
"ouldsuf:!;c·,I-forn1l.', .. tlpolSt

A "nular amount vI thoughl h.a~ gl,lne intl,l th<' pc>rtrd....1ot the
tnh..bll,}nl.nflhcOn;f\Court.asthl",·rchd"..... I, Br.'1lnanh.15 .....'1

mM.. $CO~ whICh <he uses 10 P""'l ul( Ia..cr up<m lay('l" ", m'~lcl)'

In"d';lIvl.....·lt""hvo-dlfl~ .. icl.edqUl.'POw,}PP<'.. rstob<'

"lhr'il ..,>dthc"haracleroIF...nci.,...hosewlcl"oo·llil"e""·""lis
lor me th<.. mvst mln8umg of the bool

Thoo "', k' .... nch ". I"" badg.ound and "rr"'rnat,· 10 tlw
per1<l'd. thouith th':n", the odd wor.l_,>l,m..-J' ~ .. hIm mado-me

1:>11"" .. bll Thr d,..l('!t'l\' .......u .. .,It al....,'. the h.U.s..-,;II~ to Kel
n,>tht,,, .. h,,,,,,,",,,",I""'''',lOmv .......'

n... ", ......n te.-l' ~ Ihr bo. ol." .l ", t"'" On... Court h.~ "I' to
, .......... and m.....-hotthe I Id.ac11Oll t.. pJa..: tnlJr:hl
Then-'s r,ritual d..rU- too. in the senw ot e'\·,1 .and Rut the
darl~llIIn ..t><olute and the final"..... ...thopeand
f1"demphon



If 'I ''\rl'l (lb,'1()US alR'aJ\, I tho.'n'Ughl\ en~,'d Ih"~ and I
,......>mm...'nd I1 Ha\'mf: "-'ad 11. llll:-c Iool,~ I"r........., ul Br=n;m'5
,>I!><-T,,'r>ri.

At the end of the Nd a, an ~l.a. tJrn" an onl...... "'" ..~th
M...... BrPNUn ...he... shot- 1..1 oObttul ttw on",ns of llw ",-".It! .and

how <Ohe wrote 'l I l<>\Ind 11\11 ,en' II1lefhhn, I ",oh oth...­
putolcJM'N,1\I1!w;>r<;w,.uldd<lu.., "'"

Terry Brooks -TIle
Dark Wrait11 of

SIIallllara
Orbil,2008,a.9'l,ISolpp,pIbISl:lN
9781Sol1s.t96.l82
ReviewedbyShaunCGreen

~all--ne.. otOl",·-et108.00'"
..orldOl~ral5notooly,"
fll'$t appea......... 'n .. It'aplu(

""" ..Lkll.a!lom,IIN",F"'1l<'rIC>;'
{ltlhe",,"'ngFM\&m.ay...w,1o
LJl<-m' Of'i"",",wlth.p'nmol

""Sdaflt"rltw""mbofTJrt-
1\1 ""'1$1_'. TM C\orl 1\. ,"51...",.. ......ume< l""'~t,'...·
01 f Ohm.n.....J. a youn;; man r.oratole of Ug~ a I,'"", ot ""'gK'

In<'',n a~ ltw w"n-.......g A~ Ilw ,1I>n' loesill5 fai.1 ~"h:. ha. h,m
""'.,ar ""I k' "_k ,,"IOIt Iill' d..nlterous wishsong agam. bul lall l§

1"'ul;>l.'d 1;>" ror"'nlou~ dream... Th,' lullowmg day he l...anu lhal
""......r"I,'ldfri"nd5h,lVebcl-nkido,lr~<.l·and<;()Ja"alldlhoseall1, ...
he (all round up ""1 oul 10 "'<1(11<' Ih...m. Along 11", wal' Jalr INm~
n,orea!;>"utl""wlsh.><!nllandal;>uulh,sownpolM\tlal

TIll, ~I.'n ,t g,-""",r" I""fl,n 1\'" qUl."t fare. f,·aturing IIpl"'arann'S
bl ,arwus cnaraMtl'i ...hn I ..~ um,' ... ,11 t'<'lno"n I"Sh,lrInarlllans
Tht' (1.'nlral rI"1 ..'".l5 well ,,,,,,<>..:h, 11 ,~ unonS,nal bul
,,""f"""ht'n.,.tok Lo. "",,,,,,,nll"' Sui ,I ... h ~ ~l'3pn... n,l'".-l lhal The
Dw,~ 1\"",Ir.., 51.,,,,-. Ul n.... ,'d Th"..".IS ... Iho.' .. ~v lhall"'" bit­
hasb«'flwnl"",;md t1ru'-tur'l'd............gl\" asa~'" ">n' w,th
pictun r..!ht>rlhan"""",·t1Uf1j:lhalnnl>.""""lho.'t>ll'W>jl.l!l1oflhe
jit.arNc mt'd.um. ThIS prublftn 15 ob,,,\tJ,; '" n ..r:o capt"'" nt

narr h,lf\."'O"\ervl.an....U,"""U\·d~'Ct,'t:Ip.int"l.and"' .... Pr.'toll
01 jX"lllOn.allf\;1. A,.lho>~l......· d,,,,,, not al" ..\t flow ,·LSUalr,· lho>

"ulho.and",adn-a... lor"''t:Il"r.-l,·""th".~ICTUlch.l1'o<'
"Id "nler', adaS" of ·sIIt,,,. d,lO I 1..11' I< ra ...l~ this oo'lO\I,lv and
dama~"'jl.h·',olaloo

Th.!arl\\orlllselt isoomp"lomt toullac]..sIlI"'P"r'O.)naUI~ lhal can

br... alh" 1I1<''''IOa""Uing.l'"rhapslhbl'paftlaU,. downloShannara
115<'11. which seem~ I" ~ Jr"wn from ,I "er~ gen...rk high lanlas,
Iradll,,'n n'is <'OUld Ix> part of Ih" rharm C'f Shann",a 10 liS fan~ ­
11ll'.... ,5analmostp.1510ralf""lt,'I.... ~"hn!:-butp"rsoll<lllyl{ound
Ih('l"k,>famto,tlllnanu,ma..:mahonwurl5p,nng

n.., fI..w\ (\1 The Oat;" \\.allh 01 ShaTUlilU"'" 100 "l:n,fICanllo
mak Ih" It.aptur "",-cl w'>rlh anl'one' hmt". Whether ,t's du" 10 the
f'OO"~aptallonlolhl:'ror"'r""',l"",·<i1um.... lhe~",(ha''IO!t
'""n Il all loefore. ,fs lad, '0•.-11 rome ""'.1." dlSarF""'nl.-d

Storm Constantine - Shlde"t Of Kyml!
bnlnanionI"rflS2OO!I.l'1Jpp.(l)".lopIS8:o;nl'iGl5J.1II
R~vi....~d by K J. Rn..nsrrofl

TII"" .. b.x>l, for the fans of the..-orJJ crt·,ll<'dto, COfilanh.... 'nhe.
\\",.-1",/,,, iol"nl'S bul is ""I .. t>or>k for lhose..-I\oh,l\"''n'l ~," """I 'I

Th.. hrsl lnlog\' dNIt "'lh th,' "'In!>"ong prOl'~ of ,hanll:" from
Manl"'d 10 Wmrrl,lIu, and till.' "volullon of II...W wavsof bY"'g-

Autumn2DD8· Vector257

........atl\"1'$ are rhan"""'hC .md

dm Il""'''''t1 10 be ",.h','d lorn..l,
AII t«Ondtrilt'f;\', ..~"'_h.oH·
l... o ·..lsmlho.'l\rarf!,j/rl,\hlhol.,
dca1m~ ... uhl,kon lk'r1oCak.· A

lIOrI "' d l W 1hthu dudhl
ronrerTl<"<f ,th lI>o>d..........,.hc.llw

">ral IhP f'l"""'OIUL Corn.tan!ll1ol" ha,
...... dl.lrader ""pl.lm 111.01 lht· 1

"'n,'(hlh<'global·l>ull ""c.lJ .
...ou1dnut ll:ellho.'lull "..,0IIh"
rang" and Inlricaci~ 01 I\-''''dltlhll
Irom ll,,~ lIule tale, fo<:u~"'g a~ 'I

.1"." 0" Ill\(' person's n'lall<'n~h'r

d,(hcull,....

~t,"m c-<>n~lanltne·< rr"all,'"'' ....maUl dark and la:;<:inahnF,. ii
""mclln.... ralherlnch....d IO'p',..kl,l", lilt· Agony Aunl of .. '\Je'"
A~~ ma,i:.l.71"'" rGo 10 'AA-L and n·l"a,,'h,m, a~ "00 del"' reI,·a",,· I
In Stud..... l N ]...\mt". mo5I ho, ..im 10 11,,' W........ h ....'S 0' Jream. and
1'oe....hO"\q;:.anthd......~,h ........h,c..lll·~-dI""..."hall, .. ,,"'
bao;L",lh wn·...tsUllh.-8tg 11""~l>ull"l<l-<llWr"'ncbb..uUM E.
R.,.;..~ J anJ ",Ih wed w.-h a d ill, ronco....n'·d .. ,th k_"'d~,

... ,th r",duc 1k"d<'f""'l""t,>II<,>lJ ..nd (>I~ and ·cwah,.· rn.,rct~

>';I1,ik"t,ofk."." .. dln!ct,,-'qU<"iloTbrI/~andpul~Ihl''''lht..

SI<k of I"'· mqs dt"'Iclt'f"-'t:I '" tht· !alk.... llY h"'l po.-non narral<>l"
bc"'.o;;lh..",Jrli.rbt'><>I<s'\',lla",· 1lI.-n>LJadu'l'ctC'Ollr\O'd'onw,lhlhc
firsl tnl..I'\' ,l,~ I Ti~n", I·dln who... sage ...h IU' promrt.
Gesanl 10 llnallv , Ironl h,~ ra I to" oomplclmf: h" ...Jrh~.
ronlen'f",ran""u~d,ar Ir<n'-lla Inn!\ta~l· lht·tonalrarl,.onh' lilt:
la.t ~5 r"~~ 01 lh" book. A d''l'lruclll't: rd.llll'lllo;hlp ,cont,ou",. ""nH·
dinn,·,",I,."'vol....d,pro\"l':! ..tk'Chwandl""hen',.fr,'l'I"t.lLeh"
f,,*,hnp ,,[ ",cllmi",'lion ('1 wond",,-,I whv 'I harr...nl'd to m" h\ ""
man\'b.1d Ihms,harf'l"n.-d h""".·jlOil """"'Onl"',,,,, TII.· " .....
l"l'luctaJl«'ll>rutnthl'pag,."bu, Ihlo .. notSlormConslanl,""'''' her
g"'..,,'S!I"... lIlll,· .....Uj' harren·?

Tho:I;>oo..k"pens",thlhalla''OOn'''Jt''·IC<'Olfanl..w",,,~'l.th...
port,,,,,,,,,o 'll>(ltalIon. nu. stat<... lilt· ~JanJ oEt-n'f"-"..ted Irnpe that
H"'<... leam.lUJlfroml>.odlmwsooUeatlc...·.al>ouI't'I ..... w ...
thal,I15lrurKlhall"'-'.ila.ac1eful, lho>~;oIJlll\..a,ht-..~ll,

1..,lslok..mlJm;....,.,...~15al...' .. m.ar ",h".... I h>und
dl$olp'p'-"nlmll: Al 11>0> """,nrnn~ <l! lhe l\tJIl"Ilrlll" cftroolC,",- 11 w.,.
~c\r... lhalth15".l.:!IanE.1nh.k1I'OOtlle'hcrn.·'"""""'aledlrom<'U...
"'e l~ 10 ,ndulge our pt.........al pn.'IUJ,,"" ..bc>ul pLare ilnJ lime

r<;,lt "' Sulh" lroe<capal;>h' 8nla",. 'lIghll) nibbl<'d tov nl1"1I: M'''
I""el" and ha,mg an inlnltU"'tI lund..nvaler~ll;olob Rum ...1 Iho.'
L"nd' - when: London ,<;/wao. )orl hgures .IS 'o...·"l Mill whll..
fon.'SI~ ha... o"erlal~n the Mldland~. rlan'" lik.. Ea_I Angha a",

apl"f"nll"dc"old of mle",sl and 'it'tll,,",col.n,.. ""mt:ol Ihellll<'
apf"'arsl<'I..... "'lheLinrolnshir... Woltl<··andldldn'l ...anttoknow
I'd rall~. no.>I be Ihinking 01 Donnst". "nd It. <,n,',rons whll,' I r~ad

aroul f~ I;>p",~s rommumng <;In dh,..... pIa,.,..,.
n...r"*,k.'nIC'llhebt'(lkforn",ll,'SinllSnarrowKOp" 'bloros

eatlhel....,hng'c>/lherha.....lerslol""'''\cl\.l5l<..... cofOlht'.h''P'..... llIen>
areinl<-....,..,n~dt"'eloprnt'f1l._lhe~nng...g lnlobetnll:t>/ok/wr... and
lho.~.u. and ,fs fun IoS<'C'COft>tanh.... LJLnga s""pt'allherolruDI
C<>It.."S1nfl lendenOcs cot lhe Cdam,,,& ThP diflicull," (>I ....... 1<>
d<"t.d"p_lec/mok>gJesilnd It.., IrIlnjtUln~al!lludeolonrt~rna.le,"",

10 lho> ·t>edroom rand)' of ~l'" lilt;" '«<llnd g<n<.-rahon· .... .If'('

loud>ed ... and F"T',.doe a ~'" amounl of ...."'I':hl bul remaUl
ftustralUl!d1 undenJ",{'I"ped l"""'ad. lho> ~hnll:~ <>I' llY m.llrl

rha.a(t... a......alh·.lI.Adolt'flCt'nb"re ...lf-a'f\lred.~..... andlt""""'S
lhal I,,,. a", no ....."-ph...... , Whll.> al1""'Ulg;o "·rta,,, ""lo,al;>l"
rons,d"ral,,,"of In... possil;>oI'h'"of hcrmaphroolle"".... 11 'S k<~lh;ln

Con..l..nlll\~C,lndoandle!;slh"nlhl."'aderw"nlS.
ThIS f,'<'ls lilt'" middle nov"; lOOS<' ends ~n~ lefl d..nglinl\. n<,W
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In~ .od ch.1r,><.'len .re mtrodun'd .lOcl 0l'W 1>o"/0Il$ hmtoo ..1. I
susp«Ilh.11 "eh.1"",,·thc;lrd 1~last,l/Go-"",rilaoJrm ooIl()()

unh.1pr\' .bout tho.> proop.:cl. As lon~ as he's leelml';' bll b..--tl..r

David Anthony Durham ­
Acacia
OoubllNl'y.ZOlr.,C12,".J76pp.llp
ISB'\Ir8OJIJ61U~~

R..,·i......-d by Muk Connorton

nand Al'llho.Wl' Durtum ,~ a1,..ild,

J.no"'."as."ot.... \>fh'lo>ocaltlctoon.
..od h,~ ft~ f.oUs\ ....,.. ..1 ,~.... Ius
been pr.......J m the I..sA'5 th<o I..tesl

high qWlhl\ ..,..'c to hll the .-hod,'.....
Bool.OOo.'{of.!lOmea ...tlhr..>E-llJiwru;1

atum"'gly'wfIV.ndWIll<"li"·'1hlhe
oblig"lorym.pltllwlront Wpha,'" ..

l.!.Odl}' bUI n;>w..-d !'lOg.. his four youogch,ldr",,- aod a !i<'em,oglv
Ir..0'lullemr...:I"..m.....la(terlherulmgiSIJndofAc..C1..1.•hr.... t.",..d
b,pohtic.,lcl11:nlie5. nldreg,onat",·alsandamtat..rnorthcmhordcs.

Stl t.\T. 5(> Gcorg.. RR Marlm, VOI .-1"'1111 !IoI>Q" t"h." uf! m
un<>l.pe.:I,.Jd'l"l.,<:llo'IS.W'thmtho.>/lrsl 'luJrteroltheboxlIo..-1he!.mg
h.sbeenl.'lll'(\.hiochildrl'flsc..u,· .....1 andh""mp"':ll,,-'tal...obj·
studl} norlllcrn "'''mg-a·h'','S calk>J lho.> Mc", We also qu,d.!y
di5ro".,r 1h.11 lhe ~uppos...-dl" bene'ol""l ,1,<;><;"0 Empm~ mainlaios
,t:. It''P b... >oenJmlt lhousan..b 01 5La...", 10. mV~1c"~ 0....."""'.5
p"".....r m ..,chmge for po........ful n.l.roI'Q thal M'CP lhe ropuJ.x1>
plMW ..oo d""Ie. In Aco>ci.1. tlX' "F,.t.. ul tlX' n...-.n ",iLl!\- IS an

op"1"
El'" lanlOb' h.u ott...., bcsnlt cnb....w.J .... '1\ .nherenl

roNo.'f"\ ..t!'>m. .. llh m..m' plo.,b ..vn..,.........J .. ,Ih pn>l..omg or
......<>rm[( .. k\lJalmor\il,dl\lhat~"'...... "'n..·hc>.. o.-<h""-'lltorule
~ I""" A, ........ la "..'.... Inl..~ .... ~plurin" co!olu;Ih:IoI" ~ the-
"",tu", <If pnbhc.u PO"'" The IIk'UI p'" ..U th< h~1 1(/

"'·erthr..... A,....,... It\.....pt...hng ho.....hhl\ 10 Iht· ~t"..., f,>I th<> ~L.. ~

""'"'ta.kll"'ho.'nt'-·I..kJ-"l>" ...... 1~ hndlht'lnM'l,,..coltl,,,IWb,
pollIK..I.anJ ~>m.K ........T5SII\' \I. Qrn on ""', .. tr.oJ,ng ......-etl\' as
b<'-1.._lllcl.lnj(adtikt""' ....... "bodc1..-rrrun.:JI'.c".,.:lhetr"'!ciJ

1n..,'·n~.."'Iht.·lhr'........ but ..g'"n.ltunjl.~ .."' ..."k...-.~prorn"""8..1
lho> ,..,J "t lho> lo,o,,,,!. R<,tr~"tun!;h. ,t .....,m~ lhat th,- fucu~ ur tlX'

101.'S\, .... ,11 boe ,,~ ",'\pl,'rc """. d,II,.....1I It I tu ch.m~~ .. d,"'ph
enl",ochcJ and Uf\ju~t polillC,,1 ~1,I~m

Irsa.h;>m..·II....n,lhallht:e' ..'CUI..'norlht·r\Oldl<n·lqu'1.. Up'IS

,m"jl.mal1"'~ th"nw," The plol ,13rl, UUI rn'ngh'. then m".nd"...
around In I"" n".iJIe bel"r~ <vcnlualh· l'C[(ammg 'IS ,m?"I\l~

h,ward_ tilt! ...,.d. Par!5 01 th<' boo.. ar.. I,l<) ,,~pl.'nahlrl' and

"'\po.itu",anJI,)t,o! .."y ...~·tWSd""'PP"''''I,,,gh-'XCU'O(lcamer.Of
a",b"t'll}'d~,;cr,~iln,umma ...

The char""..rs;lf" also not 6pt.-oall\' <uml',o:lh"ll or w"lI dehn...J
llound mj'!It.·1t MrugglinJ: tudi<lmgt'''h lo,o,·h...."n lhe Ihfh' n"Jdle
ag<>J ""'....... huII:'" pUlnl...,l·n~...· d1oolpl..'O ..od or Ihc lours,Vlins-s
lhe"'....'.j'nlp.>lheh<l>lhc .....lvm"' ... ho,LlnJ'tlUI.IU t"'-":au",O<he
I>Illll:ib~nJlypt:r ..'.upnjl;ht;ln..lbr..\.,a..,lho.·othc.....

Im"''' II....I, SU .... .ob<.... IIh.,>I..... Imt>nI ..>t .. omen .... lh,.. no,·..1
",IM w "'PN'1<-dIl'IOld th.1tAcaon ·.mIl..,".... ,..,n..,mtlX'

.rm, .and ha,,' v........ f""'Yrtu! ruk'Tlo III I f'JIfl kll the I... ,'

pr<>nllJll'Tllkma/..:etu'o>dl'TSl.u>Jtho.>re- .."" IYI.. a, m 1110.· .. ""''"'
buul..I.l~e.m tulh lonjttm"'lul\'Tll<....t>o.rllul.onJIO..-iC..p"thc

davr.. tll ..• Ihe-.' hnd themaeh ..... m. U...,mpatn..hc 5I1'hnj:.

!IoN'm!itu ..... rt.·r.rlllromSU-a....rn·' ..rn.. Itd"".,..Io" "f"',,,-;hed
to, t>nn~ .·,....11\ ""''''''-'',,00 'penoJ' ~<-r..1 .:haJ'fft" d<"n~ lIungs
NI ...nh makwn... bo:<;a 1ht.......nc tIw plo"

[lr.",p'te ~lIlhl" Ihc limn "'hen In.. b...,,~ .....11, <."Om\"S alII'"
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t1w... an> <;tOme <Irong dt'SCfiphtln'i 01 go", and ~rca",·m,..,t tun
b.auk- sc.'m." mn>!",n!,; germ ....arl....., gtanl mUlanl ......rl~ and
.....hl\· ...... rpinlt ma[(Ie and ",I..,,;h,ng SId<- 10.... ........, I,o,)m

hnt.la,l.md EulVf".' 10,) Fanl;l!;vl;>nd AIr>(:" ..nd ",-,lull"51a

L""'mp.!I....'11< s,blmg comes ",to lw!Town I".......J~ lho.> end OO we
..rt'Ieft(ln.noleotu......,rI..ml\· ..nd ..mt"' ..~ltult>o.l"" elllor

IhPw'lu.,1
ThPre'... 10>1 t>I so"llIng up .... lhe "o·..d pbnlmg w...,j~ lor rulU",

pIotlmrs,..and dcsptw ,ts '..ulb ,I"s .... mltffStmlt ",.od ll.....l, "'r",..rd
10 lhe 1..11...... ·up, ..'he", hr.>pdulh Duth.tm .... ill ",. .at>k 1<) 10'\ the

fL1..·s "ppa"-",,I m "-'_.and p~' rnoft' I" Ius ~1n."'I:th~

Gabrielle 5 Faust
- £Ienral
Vigilance
Imm.nlonr,ftS,2OOlI,
z.l8pp.llp,IS8N
9781'J00-48S3S)4

Reviewed by t-brk

Connorton

R....dmg £tal/al \·I.~II,ItI,·t

",..d"",e wo"der ,(there
is • Critical ~horlh ..nd
l('rmlor"probab1r basecl
on th" authur', role-­
pl""",/,\c.mp;>'gn" ..511
n.-..d~ • 101 Ilk ,)
$('IUnt'boul. I............ or

IIw \\hll~ \\,,,11 'World

ot 0......-° ~""'..
V..mpl""T\Tl/lf\ ~.."S
lrom .. huno.ih'(\v ol

~ 10 IInd n.nuel1 m • poe.t....poc;olyptic Arncoc•. n..w ruk-J It\...
....tI.:ld<' ..·l dKl..tor..t"pult...d..er/maJ;1n.11n, c..lk-J I.... T"I Ik..-t
1t\l'\"I~ ........ ' Itl h, .'IId ",mp'"' pal<. who l"l.'ttU,1 him rnlu Uw
...........I.lrK\' alongstd..· OOh~IOf) plud.\ .-ebl!l. Iho.' l'huK'l' {ma~K.I

""'I , b.IIocallvl. ()j COUf"5l". Tyn.on~tIwonl,· Oorl<' ... hoc 'lop the-
Tut fr. summ"fUn~ ... ancienl ..... il.onJ J ..~"., injt lhe "Id

lou m.oI\' Ihtnl. l ..m lusl .....mm.uismR lho> 'I.ltt.w lho> " ..1. bul

Iho.' l"'''''';'1TK''I to an abrupl tull as soun." l"nan "'Ct.'f'b Ius
rru>lion.ko.I\,tngtlnek>oehnga>lhough1heno,dha..,,'nd...JJbc>utroll

... a, Ih,,'ul:h The"" " nn du" from lhe ",cI,..1 rop, Ih~1 Ih,'I .. Ih..
lu'S' pJrt 01 a .....r".",. VUI I ;l§sume Ih,s mu~t ~ lho.- "''it', 1I:,,'en lhe
I.rll:,-,numrerllll(l(>!ll","'d...nd fo"",h.:>dow~d plot demenlS trot "'''
ne,'ern!SOl",'CIlf£lt,,,nll·'glla,,c'·15inlend,...Ja5a,tand-al,,,,,,book,
Ih.,,, Il,,, PM1l18 ..nd structure leave a IN 10 b<' d"'""d. Th,- n'llel
mns,sts ('nhrd)' 01 !;Cl up and ..~pos,uon a! wo: !;"t 1'I'nan up 10 spccd
on his nc........"rld. ~nd Iht·" SlopS ...,thout am' ....·IIS<.' 01 "·,,,ll1hun
lllcn' i~ ..n alt"n'pl alll:"""ralmg roronicl. ,n Ihal T"n""" nul Sur"
whl' I.... ~"''lUld ..'e .. world he d<"Spl5<'S. bUII 1lCHr idl ao} l':"nu"'"
d,....bla'Itl .. tw..1!><:rh.,> ....ooldiKCeJ'llhem's'""n

F,>fJnmel.ob<lUI.b.-.lIlemd<'!ermi""thi;> tulu ... ollhc .. ...,ld

th< Vo""" IS '"'rrnstngh de\'o,d at o>ctual vattltl. T1Ie n·<! .....
\lrlWllh rnct51Ne ..n.:l ...... only""'" lrom ...nllu. d ...r.ao.~'·B ..boul
ho.... e"llhc\' ..!'t' 'thoul ... n!il<'ring 1tK-mdo olIl,·t1unfil Thr:onl,
br"'t.>cl ..... ~u(' .-" t,X\"Ur .. henT,,,,,,n'...U"-'1I~......lh .I\....,~

......... (lIM U'l Iott,1t poq...... 1nst...oJ, ...... gel Ml .... Il'l ~>t .'1 n-n.m's
I.......ghh .Kooul I.... ",now. e< enis lour <'n,,,, ffll'Tl1 .." ttu~ .....U
de-po!nd on ,-ou,~ lor ",,,,,no ....l'ht g,>th" prwr \\1wn the

'~Ioillnold In[(''r.. lc>r'nspo''''§Tyn.on to ............1 p.or..gr..ph.''''
.....lS-t 1I..1 ..ne .and nmu~ 'I IS turd 10 doctct:l Ml\' ~..... U'l

..·moho 1",tens",· ..hen somcllung ~U\'l>OId rol'f"l"lS-
Al h"",." Iht·l>ool, d .....'1I ....adllho: Ie«·but pulp, 11" ..... t,,,-.,.....,,,.



lhallhcSl-t·uppromlS<...;.suchaswhen ..'che,rtlll,plO!olr"phl'"fa
TVSI lraJI,'r..... k"m "bout lhe demonic AI llul u,.. TV)I U§(' 10 dclcnd
then nehH'. At lhew momentl; ..'.. /'id ..'~ giJmmer of lhe­
poI<.T1t"llheon,·drouldh.o,·.. ach"',....thadthe.<~,or>,........ ~tllfl<.>dln
the t-allle a~m~1 the- T,' 1. As the.< bool cum:nllv stand ' lhe d<.>rision
tn publ,*, 11 ,n <urn " ""-""'TUngl,' ~at,'<l ronn h.a not done the.<
"ut...... m.Jn'fa""-'K

Jaine Fenn - Principles

Oftlngels
Colla,,":rooe. (18.... ~rp. hIb
IS8''r.''805~IS

R..,it'I<tfllbyChazBrt'nchlry

It's a f1/'\I('WCr', "jl:hl In be

occil"......lh lilnoClful. and 'I ism,'
,an,,,\, I,~a\ th.ll "n....JICIt\-'.tt",
"<-'flUC ,,,. lalll<' F..n,,:s tlr;t nn...~I,

ha~ a <,'rtilrn lop"'~lCill

cquivillcnc~ t" Ill<" bool ,Isell
Abo.'",', ,I" i111 ..,tmvilga"lTand
"'I,h,.... ",lid ide.. ' ~mo<>lhlv

tl'i1hscJ.bl-lo""~i1III1IC~!id"'"

slrtlctu"'I,,,dban.'.Klno,,,ledgl'd
l;>uI nol mrorporill<'d T1,..,,;e IWO d,spilritre$ art' ronrom•.'<l b, a tIu.d

..l..menl. a 'tilll that pm, I"" ,it, 1<"1> u"jul ...l'il.rbk 1'1,,,...1 lilt' "
thumbl<>ek. lu.1 as Ih<- no" ..1 ~, p,n,w PI aUlh.m..1 ..nd ,..Jllonill
d,oJu"'§ m m" ",'nd-nur. al I..,,-,t - 10 what I Ih'nl 01 as C(ll't' SF
U'm1"1'\'

\\lI,,+.nu],.... 1I qu'I"N1 (,ld-t...."lOl:d N>..,],. t>utm\m, 11")jI:'lOd
"';0" 11. ""al m ,." .. and '" rnn<:II'puon" Jl donn I J'f;owl ",I"""
a('n tht·~cora<'r(ltitheurn,~n...«f>o""pnnpfmmltll'
~M'ldIIv,Jea,c:an~brcon"'Jn...:I .. 'IhJnl ..... oneal\·ltthe
cNor....t,·rs ..n, -.mctl ........ mD<,'I:I" bll'" Itk .:tw.-r_ tmm 5l'CIion

to wo..... In purs,,,1 01 rewlu""n '"ft~,n lhal "'>elI w,th I..... k'mll.>ly

..,d tN-1r.>t/"...... P"'''ir''''Pf ~,,"'...........t~rno;"I n"th,ng<,() much
;I.ttwSFIjl:_up"·Ith.m,~,n"K'<'C1hal.......lJk'ltw511sliQo,

-:'tk,""""v...... .-sll
In .......)Ihl-runs.>h'''d.--tor)·melAphl>r''''''-..hc.:ll\mUI~~.

rnu!>hl\lOm,dt_.bt,\" jt.lUsbclmoand.~I,-mI""lrdJ5e'I.bo\..
Ih.. rbn.-'I !OUrfact', A~ ~'('IU Io.now. ROC>fort. ,.....,,11 r'lt)W \1,.,1.11 tN5e

'Iru,lu"....
TlIc'nl..,m"'l.lructur...... lh<:>tX'upt.'hllCdlsh.oP<·oflh'"~~md\'bt'

'J\Cv,ldbk or md' ~,mpll' boo> ",,,U-l'SlablJ.ht.'tJ, W,lh,n IhlI dome.
w'lh'"th"It..potilrlJhci:oI~'d"ltvund"ranJrllh"al~],.y.loun51saod
... t'7."M "'t('(ad '" a (Om 1'1...., """al mood Ih:ol'. ",,,mpllf,,'<l h" J
!(\nn uf d('Il'oa"I,c Js"b.inalion at th,'t"f' ~ml'CrdllCandpublic.

"'Ihat ,t ",r""sa. "nt..,rtdllun"nl"lso lorth"lour;sls
TI", Uod,·rIOw. lhe subslructur.. Ihll 'UI'I....'rt~ Ih" dome, is

",h..b,l<'t.l bv "n uod<,rda... wilh no Cl!tZ<...,h,p Jnd no nghls L,fe

below ,~d,fllcult, dJnru_h JOO ddng"rou~. "'Uh th<' IJlI .. lwJlVS in the­
COrnt'rOlvourt'\,·.bullht>L:nd..rtoWJ,,,l!iohomt'tolhllAngeb.tht>
d'h.·l'odnd"t"."",.."ns"'hocilrrt'outlhe ... illull .... CIlyabo>'..

Tar<> I a ~nl·bt.w who had l;""d und..,r ttw prul<'Ct>On 01 Ius
An"et"unluntdhe"''''.l .. ilnl'S6-loht-rmurdt'-r, -.,;,'<'tJlOgIONlhlS

.. ",IO'o'S""l\.lOllnlolth.otbt'ttetpn>t«lIOn.h<:"ocsI"f'S!deto
the"'hl",·..mk>m<,""""'"';ondlSlOt...-rt'pt,'<Jb,lhe ....'~er .. ho
"'·rnn-sltwAnj;"ls· ..·nri. H..·s"""llo .. JlneMan .....:l.'VlWh...,.bul
d''\.I''\lrtsllllUkOldwhenhe~';,.,,,lhelnk.'ndn:fvlCtIm·s

bod\·F:tUrd "" the man .. ho lJllt'd tu., aunt
£.lam R....... IS ....." ..1". come to~ C'h' lNl'ItSIbl, on lour. In

I.....-t t>ho- ha ,.....",..., uowilIing ;l~C"OI of the Std..... "n t'n<'IIl,
human],.,nJ ltun.... Ion!; ddcaled Sh<- .. hen: 10 pt'rt'>nn h<'r own

~"""t.."" 'n dd~'n,:" uf ho...- <)¥on Ilk >hot' must I......],. do..-n "od

AlltlUl\n200a-VBctor257

],.,ll he. 10nTlt:r 10,",'1", "t.o,~ in f;od .. "'neg;od.. Si<lhe
And i)." loaN lhe AnI:"! who ml550.'<I her m~r],. lod",', 1'1l110~ 10

],.ill I.... pr,hl'o.>n 5.>h]" V,d"rJ". "'horn Elam Ol<'CI~ M' <,('(-'m'nlt
~.,.,.jtumbld",IObt.'I:I",th.

And "", I.... pl<>I ....a'''''' 1'--' dlSparJI... bl<'1I~('I""r. Tarn.:and
Elam both S1ruAAllO~ 10 surn..., In the- knp.>I I"r I1\Ol'\' f'O"'ertul
f<,~. ht'p'nR I., !lOO ........ pt.~l ........Iul>.'" mond 0lI"n"

,...,,,,,,.ol
SUpert..·....lh It"" Pt.],. os • g)<..,ful romp a lighll\-plotled Sf

Ihrillt.... In cblISIC "nn L'nd<>rrw;oth Il'~ la[Jtel\' ",l'l'llttfU<"'ltonS.ob<>u1
COt"fOo.",,,,.,•.no,....,lorm,,,...-.d \\'hen:dl;od..ot<hnl,,,,,'oJId",~ll.>

When ;0 t........,j rl<M'<! ur Pr,....,,.,... <of ,,,",,~ .nd .....oId Iht' ~lurt>

(Ill lhe IXk!. IIhr "",>rt.-d and ...",1. -Whal ;m." the S,Jhe dc.>onl/; 10 I.....
res-toltlu,,'

Wh,,-h had I ronleso b«n rn,' 0"'0 I,r.;.! .....~ctl"n, ,n lhat w",· thal
Arth". ""~ b<'m crorp,nlt up uopn"dlClal-'l, "o".. hen· In Sf.and
fanl.o:l\' I,,, 1"'-' la.1 l"rt, "~J~ or 50, I wl>rJV tlktl th<: S,JIw m~,' do 'I
IN I"" ....'1 tu",', Il~...... how~n... 1"'-'.,. iln.' roml"'tJl-'I, ""rol and

l""'fIluall,' dpl'«'rn"'l~
Where Ih.. bool ha. g..nulm'problems, thcv,ao r Ih,n],.l-'e rul

down 1<> Jl~ b<"ng" ftrsl novel, llw w"long IS l\cnc.all\' b"\OOlh, I'-ul
lh~ "lru,tur~ ,h,.w~ th"lU~h. ~melimes th"n"s ,1 ",n"" of IJC],.y·bo,
plortm8- ~I,.-,.=n Il~",. dooe thai, whilt'll o",I,.r llm"uf\h<>ul th~

.to....,.I,url"'ronan.'ignurilnlilndblund..rll1gmconlu ,,,o.whil.. ,h...
\lllillOS al'\'(>mOl"",enl aod ubl-r-<:omJ"'t..OI 10 thill J ...~..,<·that has
m.. wood..nnR ht.\\, 11"'1"1\' Her to be dd..al,'I:I. and h,'net' led\'1"5 me
slJghth·ull<'Orllll1'·•.'I:I1>\,thl!denouem<-nt

(h".. ll. thnujl:h. thIS '" hlpp. rN(hnjt. rlmh rn'·' u.... ,00
rk'J"""lh .....dll«<l nw", ...... Ihreo' ,'1".... J"n,; on 'h,..

UfllJlh;o~,t.lbk rlan<-t ,>I V..ll<.>m: 'I """""'" to " ,mf" "b'" that
....cm'lthl I "",,I lhe'<>therlwo I m 1oo],.1n!';I,' JNlOl"'-'JOUI"Iln

Pamela Freeman - Blood
Ties
Ort>il,~,(7..,3"2pp.t1plsa'o/
9lrl~Ur.OU

Rm..wfll bylynnt' B,sph;om

ThJS ,-",P.amo.-l" Fn.............·• u...1"", ..I
t,,," ...:lulls aod 'I IS" Inumph. A

thou...od ~'''i11"$ hi,,' ra'«"Cf Srn""
lhe El........" OomJ'n5 \n'f1.'

''QI\'lu..r<.>d b',' Acr,-.n iIll<J hIS 1~1l

blond.. waroors from I"" north
and th~ ('''poal d~r\...·h~irro

inhJb,l~nl~ ,....rt' enh('r massacr<'<J

or forced to t~"e IU the Road No..
known as Tr~,·dl..~, Ihey are ~t,lI

d,,"p's..--d and p~dll tl"<:~I,<J bl' Ih<.> dCliCl.'1\dcols "f Ih" ,n, ..d..n
R......olm'·ol towards I"" conqu..rors ,s ..I~ bl.ll r,f... amMgsI the
TrJwll~rs, 5.J],.('1". iI Tril,'dl('1" who " ...lso an ,'nChant..r. hdS

det..rm'fIt'd 10 ...'"l r"\'('l1~;t', ",pi only for the d..alhsof h,~ 0"'" l"m,I"
.llhe hand",'1 a Warlord', soldK'rS. bul also f'>rlh... d"alhs thal
otturn'<laln.."-'s.lIodHars.goatlnelln'k'oft"'-',nl .. ,m-;ln.:lht,

hasd,,,,,,,o"n-'dlho'f""Ulhal"'llleNl-'lehimlrtdoso
Wh,l'" Sa],.,., If tra, ..Um!,; t Doma,ns. __],.lnR '''-'I NlIk-fJeld_

andSlIe'!lOl.anoc.onI ....~I oothercNoracl'",,·_I""""unlold
Br~ ha, ,nhenlt'd ht'r n.~Ie>~md d, l>k 01 bt-utg mdosrd
twm her "randlalht'r. whohilld st..rted It"'"". Tr"dkr butlNmed
""" pi Aclm·"pt...."PkolOd <dl rn""" pLoo-. When ohtacod....Ll1I'
lllls Dnl' ot thr luc"l W"rI<>n:I· Brarnbk .. ton-.,</ In 1l<'.1 """
,rlLIg" n...,n., EH'11lualh ""-llin!1: on. fMm and Ira,n,"fl ",-"" <ht!'
adu......,.. I..""" tor "JOlUog the Spnng aw"., "hono.- ran" w,th
,unb..l.. "jo;n'IK"~ Lnf"rtu......tt"I,·, her .....-t<,..,. 1>nng. 00 In l/<t.
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noliceo{anolhcrWarlord who is inlenl Ofl furthenng Ills own power

wllhm th.. Domains, ,'nd Shl' is iOrced to flee once more. Ash is al!lO
ofTravel1erd<'S<'t'nt, allhough ,,' hIS CaW h,s Traveller parents. who

earn lh..irli,,;ng Ihrou8h the"n,,'sic, havcapprenlinsl him toa
5.,fegu"rdt'r, a trained bodyguMd and assassin. as his Uller lack 01

musical ability prceludl'S hiseaming his h"ing by performing. NO'­
on" c\,;e would acrept a Travelll.'r as an apprenlire. and ",mally Mh
is Nger to please his employer, Doronil. Afler a lime, howewr, he is
rl.'voHed by the Ihought lha! he 'S bemm"'g as cold-bloodied a ~ill"r

as Do...,nil herself. When he realises that she is u.ing him tor her own
J\l.'{ariouss<hemes, he rebels. relu~ingtokil1athercommand,andhe

100 is forred bad'onto lhe Road
The world through ",him Ihe;.e characters move, their paths

drawing e"er do~r together, is brought vividly to life, Cl°rtain
people in this world have the abilily to ~ and communicate w,th
ghOllI$ to d grealer or 1<'Si!Crdegrl'e,and Iheso.' spints are a constant
presenceamongtheliving.Othershaq~theSighlorlhcab,hlvtocasl

fortunes, although lhe m""ning of their predictions is nol al"'a)'s
dear, As the novel prog"-'SS<-'S, the storil'S of people whom the maon
rharaclers ha,'p mel also unfold, i!luminahnllthe world oftheboo~

still furthcr. fly the cnd of th" boot.. it 6l~ms that Ash and B..... mble
wiU be forming an alliance against Saker, and the reader is left
"agerl" awa'ting the ne~1 I'olume in what has ever, Indication of

b<>ingamajorn,·"'fantasylrilogy.

Toby Frost - Space
Captain S",itI,
Myrm;donBooki,Zooa,£7.9'J,
306pp,pfb,ISElN97111'lOSSOlIJS

ReviewedbyJamesB,lcon

Allhough fmm Ihe loo~ of the
COver FlIL<JIIr"m in space ma"
,mmediately come to mind, it
would do both authOl1i a major

di"''''''';ce to compan! the e;e.;,rge
McDonald Fraser character 01

Fla~hman to Frost's protagonist,
Space Captain Sm'th, who is
altogether a diff.."",1 ~ellleollish

, ..... bolh authors deal WIth

hun'orou~m,lilan'fiction.bUI1",rnbardlslarfrornthecowardl}'cad,

....laciou. lecher that wasSor Harrv Flashrnan.
Set on the 25th C"ntu,,·, we tind a uni,erst' whcre a Vidorian­

stded Britain has expanded ,1$ emp,re out inlospac..o, Ourda,hmg
11<''''. stolf lipped Space Capta", Isamoord SmIth IS gi,-cn a mIssion, to
rnnll a I'flung Iad\' !mm the rather rum New hancisro bac~ to
Bnla,n. Lin~nowntoh,onh"is""tialh uSl!d as a decoy, butthruullh
luck and gUIle he manages to lx'Comc the tocu. of an Illtergal,lchc
struggle to seize d potentially powerful \\eap<ln. inth" lormof thti
beautIful hlpp" lad,

Sm,th has manncrism' and out,dated atht"d,'S wh,ch would
embarrass man" a modem con...·"'illi'·c. He has guts, bac~-bone. a
realtall,,-h<)appro.1ch, and Ihis mah.,.h,m inll'n'Stmgdcspite hi,
o"ertlvx,,"ophobicand mlS08"nistlCatlltudes Hbb."tfriend Surul
,saskull,colleclingpsych"l'alhi,.'Io"n.ll"f,n,l,lum!iClfattractcdt"
the gOlld loo~s and "PI",aling behaviour of Rl"anna the ho>rbahsl
whoserela~ed altltudc he kn"ws should Olfend, and he has to deal
with thjs "nJ h,s pTUdish ",aI'S. Ills d,scrim,natory n,anner, his

d'Slast" for the French for m'lan,,·. anJ his m,serltn",s be<'ome
humourpomtsashcasmin<'i"conlimll.'SlorthegoodotTI'eEn'pore

,\dded tuth,'team "'eha"" Can·eth.a s'mulantbulll<pecilicaliy
10beasewalromp"n'0I\whoha<esraped.pur<uedbvanassass,n,
and assum.,d Ihe r('le of spa,... pilol, thanks to the a""istancc ofa
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Haynes·manualforSm,th'sship.SheconlinuallvuS<'Sinnucndoand

euphemisms despite her hest efforls and the most mundane thinllS
can suddenly berome hilariOUS. thus; 'That torpedo hIt US hard
Wc've got ,;erious damage to the thruslers, heat warping in th"
SffOndarycamshaft and thc righl-side emergency jl't'sromplelelv
Irnackered Wc can't tlJrust, our shaffs b<'nt and we'll probably ne"cr
shoot off from th"right hand again'

ComparedloSm'th'satl'tudethoullh, the,.ealous nMure of the
reJigious Eden Republtcand the quite evil Ghast Empire (an anl-hh
race. dden",ned 10 nd th,' un,,'l.'~ of humans al any cost), make

Smith's humorous failings Sl-'vm a lrulc piffling and this is perhaps a
dl~pt'r rdk'Clion on society and attitud~'S, Ther" is no scienre in Ih,s
novl'l,butthereisadefinitenodlogrealsc;cncefoCl10n. wtthquitea
few refc-renresdoU,'d aboul

TI'eapproach,slaugh-<lut-loud ,;choolboyhumoura"d alllhls
w,th a multi stroke Wankel-rotary engine. Yet when was the last time
you laughed out loud reading a boo~? It defmitely makes people
stare. It's..,freshingtohavesuchafun read without Rankin, Fforde.
HoltorPralchellonthesp,ne.

What's most ,nteresling is that Ihere isa definileeffort to get this
novel loappealtoabroaderreadershlpina way that mosl SF authors
would secretly lo"e, but fail to achicve. Th" nO\'d has featured on
W.H. Sm'ths' front-<l/'shop tables acrOSS the country and al!lO in
markelingoll"rsforBordersand Waterslones.It'sheingcompared
continually to Flashman Or to HItch Hikers, l>olh books that had
broad mar~et appeal, but which were "cry diffcT<'nt, nrept in their
quality of prose and humour. It's an "asy, fu" and damnably
e"joydbl" read and already lsambard Sm'th and the God Empewr of
Didcotlsbeingtoutedl%llow!hisd"but

Nick Griffiths - Dnlek I
Loved YOIt
Orilln Boo!<sZOOll,2&lpp, £IZ.99,tJp,
ISBN978057S079403
Reviewed bySimon Guerrier

Ni"k Gr;(fith, wrnl", .,wut DOl1ur

Who for the RadiO Tim,'S, As wdl ""
co"cring thecu....ntseril'S,he ",rote
/eatures m<H~ing the ,how's 40th

birthda} bac~ in 1003 and ",lc"',,,""'<I
former DoclOrs to rom"ide with Ih"
TV mov,,, ,n 19%. But hc's bee" a lan
01 Ihe show Sln<'e early 197(\ Dald, I

L<.;""f)I'",srusmemoir
There's a 101 of this ,lbout TOOv Hadokc'~ o","man ~how /If~I!",

All' /ll v V.'n~r Wlw 5<:~rf gOI nominaled tor a Son" Award In ,I
"'gular rolumn for Doctor Who Magazine, Neil Hams describ...'S
"'hat It "~'d to be Iikl.'asa lan -back whell ,t waS$O,neth,,,1'l you

apologised for r~th"r th~n celebrated
The",'s little m Gnfliths' book a Doctor Who fan won't alreadv

~now. ,·et rarl ot nost~I;;;a'$ appeal i~ that it's so fan'i1iar And this
boo~ is iess for Doc!orWho fans as for lhoscwho I'\'ed through Ihe
19705. Ifs a fun. hv"lv acrount oi lh~1 dccad., and Ollhl'" t>e,ng a
grown-up. RUl, Iilc a Challne! ~ clips show, It's oft~'" a o;equ,,"ce of
"Do VO\1 remenlber X? They we.., rubbishl" fo!lowed by 'And whal
about'\? Weren't they brolhant'!'·

It's told m broadly rhmnologlr.>1 order Gritf,th~ hims.:!f ha~ not
had the most exc,ting of lo\'es. He quotes from d'aries in which
nOlhingmuch happens, He goes toa poshishsehool ,,,he.., !lOme oi
Ih" leach"rs ha\'e n,c~n"mes. We learn he was an une~Ceptlonal

swd"nl who's then une~ceptional '''ilh girls and ",or~. There's a
divorce, a JObhebothli~esanddesplses,and then a girl whomighl
lustundcrstandh,m



6ullw's Cl'rl"lnll • fa". 11" c.." d""""t:><, lhe pl<>b of old ~Iori<.'s

wllh""'l tunng t" 100.'" lhem up - ",d1. m.....t \,1 I""m n"" l>oolo. '5
p<'pJ""'n.-d ... ,Ih 1",IS - thongs Iw n-meml:>ef'-, hl"5or du.hl.'lI He",en
Iom.... hmu.dl rompdi~ h,~ o..xt". who top I,... lh'~ 1>,>1 ..n
i'fIC1,'c~'c l-rM,... Wgt> fit lop facts. I hun~r 10. ob5£u'" dl!'aIls
and • ~rah~ 5('Tl.'" 01 .....N ...~I Th,~ ..11 .u~ .....ts he ha,<;

"·N'O' f,.. l\1W I~or>CO'~nlhr·lanjl;<'fll'

En hlb' oIbulan·i!;lnluSe'd"llhbfU'll~-c;..rb-Mld
•..mnt .Ire ...."'11 u:iN out..,,,,,, I"" T.lrjl;l't o..1Clor Wh.... ~.....,.>I the
1Q7t);. .and "St.,. 'I ,n rrw nn",h ....., IS how M..n Wlu~
<:I«Twd"J'lrlK'ULuT(>ma..I.e.d;j~r rnwN>t,....lJof"..~.1
1o."orlheKTl~ofl",II_.It'<f,1

So WNt lllld 01 tan Il> he' For .Ill Iw. nen'OO>f'll';o Golllth!; ""'"
h"rn'I\·hocld~lleetthet-kn·essomo:lhonlt-·"ept5Qde·.1

""""'.• _~t",tu"hl"-o.",,•....u... ""I.... '1 1l"he<:~Nnd!­

..nd ",ld,ou...... ,Ih d"II"'''''5 gk-e. .Ind ~).. hun.UINI this "Ihtud"
",ne5 h,m well ;os.l TV enhc Of COUIW ,ft; o Y f"r h"" 10 be less
than ",~lk...1 and hI'" rubbISh Ni. He!oCCS I world ,n h1.>cl and
whlll.' dther··hnlll ..nl"',,,-rubbosh'" -wle\trem, IS ..... In hIS 1,,1

oflhmgSlh.1Il\""htm--lh"le.. '"
As" ..1l as not bt'mgv"ry seli a"""I'('. man\, of h'sl'-'l6i.'t.'1 tOO

e..sy n.>a,,"cd wisdom r.,'h.·. lh..nlhoughls hc's hild hImself. He

SWi~5. lor "'..m plc'. M M..rv WhilchouS(' .ond Colin B.....'. But now
G,ifftlhs,.hlm""llalal!wr,doc>sh"notthl,,"Wh,lehousecouldhal·c
h~d a ru"'l lh.. l 11'1.., Docto. J>.,"''l drowned 15"'t ,deal I"alime
vj(ow,n~l And B~ker h~d l\(l l"»' ," h,~ scnpt .....r «)<;Iumt' or the
d ....'CIion tm-!it.·n•.,wa~la""'g.HeWilSJU>llh""'~lble(>N'and""the

olwww"Capl1l;WI
ThI1 I~ IIw problem with wtul "ut........ ,.., .. tun book the.., a'"

ft... onguul II\-~'ghb. GrifMhs .admIts lw'l not lhe """,t 'nOSI""
reJ">rIer - R.......rd D.t"' ..""'e" .... hunll: uponh'm In lhe m'dstofan
mlt'nIO:W Rillwr tlu5 l> about "h.>' Golhlhs ..1.....oIdl, re"""",bcr..­
and w ....1 he an Soogk- on the ", .. I h .... lhen tho:ft ..'" W$lI,
~Ix-wo"l'1'<'f"li Thr M1lhor of D.tlel.... Rdo ShNrrn.m. nut C"hn. Ifs

AmoIdT8Iumboe""..t8~.theOlxt,..-shomt'~loon~
~.......... "'llh .. " not .. c. As a mull Iho!' ~..,1. f",,1s .. IJltlt
" ..-toN ('/1 i"f4 • Cnu,th!; mm...·U J~ ,"'1 mtd-f'M.ograph In

IO!'<Irm.lropho.lord,'rre""llmaJ"'rl••:"Lo."d~'O,
It "-"",nJ, ...... .I ~" '" the l.ind of ..m..-k· m IJIJ f..nmwes ...... t

",h.>IIh<· ...ol<..- ".I, dQtng wh<71 he (..Irt'W"t .11 ... .1\5.1 h<'l walched a
J'i"rtorolar.T' ....>lk-, So .. re,,...., of T...r.", Ollhc Zy!,"'" will be ..s
mw..--h ..boul.llanuh- holid"I' IIlC"m.....Ul""tet.."""ded "'lhparl
Ihn.'<!,whe ltr..'...,.,j 1.-..,h.1rJ to go 10 lhebeach. Wh., do ...." rotoed k>

J...roow "t-. l lh<· t>.'.Il'h' Grillllhs t..1_ ..h<>ul h.. r.a""'I~ and son

no..d",1o; h" h\11I ..·counled ...wal ",~n,..., ... - WlthotJ' "','eT
...,pl.:"n"'''Wh\·h•..-~tetl'''l\USa~'UIIN>m'''theh..tplitQ..

l'<,.h..p> Ih ...~ !,n,,,n-up ,tutt hdr' e'r1"tn wh)' he dl51Anced
h,m...·!t r'un, Ih.' lI\:r,,,, - n,., 1-1"" Doeh"" 5r".... ,.', In 19~3 w"s. he

"""',. 11 ..... ~.ll"n~ I\ondhy.·. FM a I"ng p"ri,"] m" .... Ih.'n " thi,d of
th.· 1.'<...,.. o..l<.l..r Wh,' doesn'l ....'en waN.. ,,1 a menltotl- Or pe.haps

th" sh"w "doI'n'l bt.-.m 'l,"tca, Imporlant h' hIm ", h,· mau-S"ul
Unhllhc''' .... end.ll",re'shltl.. onll'll,~lh,'...ho.'w apl"'aledlohl1n,

ur tu~ won hun "'e' a'""'w As.l ,hil" he '>il' II "u lW-I ", unlile
an,'h",~e1 ht·lt,,",~lhe"lher5how,lw·dllCe'n.H... h...." ho"sa,''''
eo..1.'r \\ ",-,'. 'mJltmal',..... lh<' D.11....s It.." ",..;arL~m. tt.." humoo,. the
'!""'-m.><oo. BUI h.. 11 , ..... .mJ, .... [)o,'la" d'"KT,k-., ........Ih,n~ I... mOrll

in,ol, 'nJ .....'''".IUII..... 'hooJ;h l~uj:g("l-

I r I. b,Il"mN",..--d ..·..ld""l'Ilhe ,._ Oodor Who ... ,Ih m~

DoId ht>v:Juk' ho..', ......., dulJI.'J> than I am shoul'"I:.1 tt." TV kI not

.....-.l."n"U-Ild .... d.wl'l h.&.then-andht..n~K., ....-d .. hen<Oml'thinlt
-,um"" ...ut ,lIllIt' Doctor Bu' if~.al....".~ Lough ....lcNn/ttum
MIU"'Iw, Ih<·bc.l O.od ",!heworl.l \p1.,~1

A lnend ..00 nmund~ h,m of. lop to I Oodoor Who rth,t»toon '"
lhee.lliv 1""Os. Gollllhsoh.od '0 ..... ,t until th<·n· "~"'Iorwelse
.around t>.·t...... ~k<rtulh tl)tnj; I"" Ditkl. 'QII........--h.1n~er Ifs l"llint':

AlItllmn200B· Yector257

lhalhedoe>f\l memberlhlslumselt
n....hoo."' dsoddlv,,,·,thG"hllhsronduc"n~ ..n"'lcT\l...w"'-",

,>O!nn·ml" I•.J ,,,.od l"'-'nb>od:.ins0fi""rlv fn•• iJt't.'r \ou' ...

\en ...undCTln~ .. h.>l ""'s ......mt from ""I"'~ I"" bor.&.. Has 1Jroc"'r
Who 5....p<.J "'ha ho.• ..,' H~ the bot'" d>an~.-d h,s ,""_ ut h,m....lt (If

I"" <how' MM: 11 h"'pt"<! hos p.oA.'fll'i hn.lJv unJ<..--t.onJ 'heU
...........J do.,I.., tdI' Do h,~ ongm;oJ Pror" 4I"Id D.t"d TcnNnts
.......1 addfftfpW h,m .. __ ot ""ntT!>h,p oI.:oh.:>w nrow ...
popul.rw,lh ...en"""'~

Gn/tll!t< ~,mp" 00 t~ ....." .. 'd, emba...-.n'l'tutt s.J1\ 1....1
rTIl'.lM 1Nl f« ..ll thl " wo.. I' leels "I..e "" pt.... t tu. hi.. ducntt tu.
o"-nlh,rn: wllh [),;"tor Who on In "'" NO.~roond

James Holden and
Simon King­
COtlceptual
Breakthrollgll: Two
Experime"ts ;/1 SF
Criticism (Star/Alic,,)
lnk..rM ... n Pr..",~OO7, lJ7pp,t9.95.
ISBN 9780955b25916
Reviewed by NI(CI""kt

B,lof ..nodd,l\'. Ihrv C>no" Or. "I ..ny

... t" ,"aulhors wnuld dearl" hl< 'I
lobe. It ..lwaH ,injl:.w"rrunghell~

wht......>m('(lrlo:di"KTlbco-th(om*",e< ... 'lh.uch'-rmmad,nu'··bne:..
a~ '"0. Sill....., Nnll ...._ oom in Chcll""wm...nd ....h..-..le<! ;al

Lou[':ht't.>roUl':h Su---. and \\orrt'!lter nd ""'" Jince 5P'"'1 "",n,

""'PM ,"" ,"" 1"'-' planet Tralf,un3d · Oh d"ar 'or do t"'"[':~

omprov'-' lh lhe ralher sclJ.."W,)ndlSU1~ cl.,m, m.>dor."" I"" 1>«l
CO"..., lh.lt lho.- ..u,~ 01 Ih'5 slim tome ,)re ·t..-e."m~ up the

orthod."'It'S"ISft:nIICl""'-"',lhtheu-wurl...",lu<;hta\..e!;'""p'rahon
from ......., 1'<.'Wr 'odIo/b m ,hef.~.. '" .......ra (id IW
·('oo",.·pttul h.....I..lhrwl':h' .Ir.l p.oraod,[':m slutl lh.>t m,",pb .

" .., "" "lOlon~ at lho.· ... "rid, llus tIw). sh;all ;arrlv' to t:n11O!lUt
Could ,I~· ....... .1'" ..""'-"J. "Ihat SF OlhOsm u. WIll, .>dd.....,....."I'I"..lI

'0001, /nv qu lIOOt: ho.... 10 tlen..... ~, .nd how 10 p"lJee 'IS
~...nd".... ,..ld.'llI'II..now:rouldlt'ln'hehi"'o""Ntl..... gen..,.ha~ ..
lht'rereal ... b..'t.'f\ ....'ll.... amr1,"oI"' ....IC"''',J.''''''S....,Wln'''r:h
attempN lh.>1 " lho:'me-dri'....... d~·re.ad'nl': hI cnl~ Thl~

.15SUmrll00 ,~ pR....."I•.J U"'lUC"lioncd, the .....d~. It'll to ~<lme up

"·ilhlh<·,.,',d.'1la'ln.uPI'l1r1n.,dul"ll
AI IN> ..... m" hm,· Ih" I~ dd"rmuwdh' UIl<',\I"'t'"t'onal IHe'''n'

c"tic"m,"PP"'l-'f\th' "'<r'n.oJ b" L""i·St ...u',·I'"fl'I.l,~,·or·whale,,'''
,s to hand' ,Irr",~(h 10 ..naIV~ls, Thus lh" c1!1>o<' ,~.d",jo; 15 .p,,,,"ll'Cl
WIth .-:.:t.'ntri"l\'. I.~hlng~ 01 '-.1(11·,\1". ,,,ten.'n,,,,. .md
.Ulol>,,~r"rh,c.'l .... ;le!' ,anj1.,nFl from lhe 5h[':hllv l"rn-'d r.' Ih.'
s~'e\:u.",larll' f'<"rul,·" ,,,,·h .... 'The f....,"" I~ ,,1 ..., .. le'I.l "l\ mOlner
u'led 10 ,.,.\, 'I c..n "'ad "OU' 1iK't.' 1iJ,." a boo.. "toll. we an' ", ..med
from lhe ••UI....>! 1h.11 I"'""""", ....., ...'P."'..hnllo polrlt.ll and .11<t",...1I
,,1>/<l·I' ... oKCC'Unb" 'cmrtu-,~ In ongnul:.I1 tu"..... I ......lId N\'<'

pl~-e<! 'I ..L_h<'.... l And "h.>I .." ""t in lhe nUI'-'o-,ntI-boU~ ot the
"''''lIIIO'r"<bl,,,,,.n,,,,,,nlheC(lOa'ptual'5..)\1<JnVlll .. mo"'''pLodul
thou!,:ht "'rcnmfflllh.ln an .ullwml..h," ",,,,luhon on mh,.,,,,,

Tho.-h<"-''',sd''ltk-d",t<lrou.poub"Owmlo-..:lu,.,.."" 1_<lUIm.,
l.111 W\1I """'1th but "' ~ d<n<... b\' _ dum$)' ph.....li=

(Ai'er .I "'-"',. ,tul ~ hlu Mal..throuw» m.1' lIOO be found m
""",,,",In'am ltl..r.llu...... lor """"plo:... ,,;are 1,,1.1 "A. II 10 _'~lM'
tIus fart ,t.... '-"Ma' In th" ,,>!ume do ...." ~nd tht-mwlH''; I"
!'Oe<"<oCt'hct..",· '~II'Sutcl, IheMlthon ......., ... " ....II""'."·ort...

J"""ord{'l("f ...." ........",.,~nlnttw"--ornntI~rt.'<;.u. ';am..>$!i.-.ldcn
punu...~ w"Ul1f1 Sf". re/.tl<lfl'ih,p w,th lhe '\la". w....",,/t "'t:rther
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dipped inlO one or IWO books Slnce. Tom Hoh has long been absenl
Irommr'n,ustbuy'!ist

On the strenglh of 11", /J,II.., Al""..."",p this ma}' change Then'
are certainly nO problcmswilh h~vinga plot, C"en bordering on loo
much plot at times. ! did gel a little conlused ~l a coupl" of pomls,
although th..t mar be d"e 10 lhisbems rel"led 10otherbooksth~11

have nol '''ad. In particul~r I waS Idl wondering whether this 's thiS
an alt"mative world where """ryo"" know~ ,,!vut goblins. drJgons
and magic, or IS Ih,s all secret?

There are a couple of Idiot plot mom"nts. m pa.ticular Emily.
af"'rher myslification in Ihefin;tchapt"ra!vulthecard!>oard tube
lhe dragon wa~guarding. forgels aboul ,t until the plot needs H. In
lhema'", though, it hangSlogelher prett)' welt

Holt""""mblesa fairl)' likeable cast, theonlye",eplion forme
being Emily; I could understand the ple.lSant. bul rather hmp. Fran\"
fallinginl0,·... wilh her, but not th"other way Mound; !CanTlot hdp
Ihinkmgth"tlhisisa r('latlonship that would l"sluntll the first tIme
Frank S.1yS'nO·1 SI;IL thIS isat heart a rom,lntlccom,-'dy and soithas

to obey rertaincom'l'nhonS,
But do.:s n,t Belkr AI""so:Im" work as a COml-Uv? On tll<:' wholt' I

,,"ouldsar'Yl'S',notoften in 11 'laugh out loud' ,,"aylalthoughthere
art' some such momenls) but more ollen events "re greeted woth a
w<)' smile. Holl ha.s alw..ys be<!n good al gelling humour from
fantasy in mundan... sctlings;md this is nO ".~""ption In tu,,", with
th,s the villai", wh,.... eventu~lIy rc"eall"d, is not motivated by a

desire 10 rule the world bul br morc ordinary desircs.
In summary, lhen, n,e £klter Al""""'mp is a highl}' enjoyable, low­

hTcomicnm'c1

Stephen Hunt -171e
Kingdom Beyolld Tile
Waves
Il.rperVoyaget,2008.5s6pp,C17.99.
hIb,lSBN9780007231108

Reviewed by Sue Thomason

.,r.\\ FS

K 11 JG D 0 \ \ Ilhin\" IhlS fantasY nowl mUSI be

a ...qucl to. or ..'t in the same
world as, Ihmt's firsl book. nit
C",,,ln!'JreAir\althoughlh;s;sn't
made dear eIther in the book
blurb or the accompanying
publicitymat"rial),ltisthework
ofafertil"im"gin.'tion..COnt,'ining
,'irbomechunksofearlhdetach<'d

from lh" surface m ··floolquakes". Icy linl'S, worldsinger mases.
crusta""an prople, planl po'ople. robol Jl'l'Opl" ("Steamm"n"). bal
Jl'l'Ople, Jl'l'OpleJl'l'Opl,>,Amazons. near-immortal d'-'SC"'ndantsofthe
\'anish,-'lI city of Camlanlis, non-elL",tnJniccompulers ("trans.,ction
....glflt"5"l. clockworl-drtv{TIcarriages. submannes. fl}'i!1gmach,nes
("aerOlitat5~), a French Re"olution-rum-CommuniSI dystopian stale,
C<)'stal-books lnf«ted WIth informal'on sick!1eBS, an Evil GenIus
(compl('l~ with world-dCSlroying kill"r naoo-misl). a flring madman.
a stale secr<'t agent. and an archaealoglSl. And more. Much more. In
fact there is w much Ne.. t Stuff crowding into lhe foreground on
evervpage Ih..t lh,>r...·s no room for an}'background Forme. a d.,<,p
and almost r""erenhal sense of /lwe and w01lde. - which is
something I treasure In amning lict,,)n - is not g"n"r,'too or
maintained br introducing n"w gosh-wow stuff on e'ery pag.·.

Andjllst as lh"st.lgc is crowded with sets, props and characters.
so lhc plot iscrowdc-u "'ilhAclion. Am.lzing ad""nturejoslles daring
l'Sea!'" is o>'ertalen by Ihrilling near-disasler 111 a storylll1e which
ignorescareflll,delalledconllnUllr",{avOurofslaughteringHswa,
tnthe PlOlTolen, Jsuspc"" this is prtnt ficlion alnl,'d al an audience

Tom Holt - TIle Better

MOflsetrap
Orbit,W08.»Spp,£14.%I,rSBN
\l78IlHH95033

ReviewedbyChrisHiIl

detail,-'<l discussions 01 Beste.'s n,~ Slar,; Al.~ Dr.>t",allO'/. CIMle's n,t
C"y nwl 'iI,' 5I,lr,;. [Nlany's f.lPwir~ Sr,'r. and W<'Ils' story 'lhe Sta(
Holdc'n consIders the stars as both ddhnalion and (in Derrida's
formulation)ndeshnahon, the thml; that is 'wl reached. and in terms
of both their physIcal reality and theltmetaphorical luncHon; there Is
a very neat and pcrceptll'e progn$slon from char..cters' journeys
within sp,,,e e'plorallon lales to Ihe idea of the reader as a sto<)~s

destinahon and locus of meaning, More ambitIOus and also mol'<' hit­
and-miss is S,mon King's contribullon, •Alien', whIch takes in lam M,

Banks' A1srhw.<1 and Alastair Rey"olds' Di"",mul Dogs. together th"
likes of Ali,,". Cl""" (,,<nm,k.. and D«lnr WIt<> in its quest of what
ali"l15 signify m SF. A lot of th"argument hing,-'Son thedisronne.:t
betweensclcrlC<'-literatl'and scr"nCl~ilht,-'rate,,~penenl'{'SofSF,and­

less mtel'<'Stmgly on anc'«lot"s about lhe autho(s childhood to}'
rrl'f"r{TI~s. 11 WIll surpm,e nQ--<Jne Ihal a major conduSl011 is that
SFnalaliensha\'enlorelosayaboutusthana!vutanylhingtrulr
alien. We dose WIth all Afterword br Ad..m Roberts, whOOlt' sharp
and pithyanalrsis manages 10 make the lorgoing ..."'m a greal deal
more lucid than It is, and who''''en provides a coupleo/fictional
\'Ignetteson the tOPIC inlo th.... bargain.

UltImately, the\>lgg".t problem is perhaps Irn.>book's tone. which
never quile settles. The aulho,.,; ....·l..m to be hedging the.. bels as
reg~rds lhelr aUdK'Tl~' On" moment wl· are gi"en e~lracls from
D/,'c/<>r lVll,'scnptS and assuml"d nol to lnow who Borges was. the
",-",I th.·..... isan e~l"nded application of Cartesian ph"osophy 10 11,e
Cily n"d tI,~ Stnr~, although the laller's credlbilily is shalen slightly b)'
,'I' unforlunare proof-reading error (l'lewl"d (haritabJVllhalswilc!>es
[Nscartes' nationalitr from French to German. I'arts read like
UnedIted blog musing.. others li\..e something more UOlWr1l<l! and
.-cholarlr,andreaderswhopl'<'f,>ron.... slyl"arelikelylofindtheOlher
jarring. Thought-provokingand.juSlasl1lca"tho<ssay.occastonally
e~aspcrating

Emilj' Spil7.er works for
Carrmgtons, one of Brit.. In·S
pn·mler pest conlrol companies.
Her job in\'olvl':5, for <>\ample.
nddmg a bank of lhc dragon lhal is
curr"ntl" OCl"Upying ils vault
Idragons ~'" inher"ntl)' allrack'<l to
gold you St.'<'), This ,'nd.'d up b"ing

l- ~ ~::;~~ ~:~~ ~ I~~~;g~i~gi~h:
dragon ",-..-med to be guard,ng w"s a sn,all cardboard tube). But
Emll,,'s lif" isaboul 10 lale .. lurn for lhe worse. 5<,lmrone k•..,ps
klllingher,.lhhouj;h.,heseems un"ble 10 sl"y dead.

Th<:' laller,~ due to Frank Carpent...r, who Inheriled a Portable
Door from hlJl falher a"d uses ,t 10 earn a (Ia..lv) honeSl h"ing
C·hanglng the pasl so that an msurancecompall)' doesn't ha"e 10
make ra\'Ol1ls, Of course wh"n hc finds hlmsdf falhng m 10"(, with
Elnil)·.hisch""rlul.",spunsiblhly-fr,-",e~istenceisthreat"ned,

II'sawhil"sllICl·lha'·ereaJan,·U"ngb,·Tomll01t I thorough!>

enjoy"d E.l'p<~'li,,!! s."",\"", Tall.., and IV/",·,. .'lfT"id '" /k,'ll'"If'. but
found that th"m)' enloym"nt traik-d off as th"boolsCOlltinued, the
author .......,mingly '" a di'Sp"rat" .truSgl" to form cohen'nt prot~ out
oJ funny Sd pi,'Cl's. My bemuS<'ml... t reaeh<'<i Its head in Gr",II,la~.'r~

wh"r<'. if memory ,;e".e!<, the whole plOI was mOlr;"&:! by Merlin 10
get sleeping knighlsupand about for""mee~"rctse,Sowhtlelhal'e
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whoo;c last.., ~nd e"p..,<:laliom hav" bl.-en sha~ by TV S('ri~ls and

rempule. ~amn ~ tlnal body ~vunt " hIgh. H'y tugh. but the
ch.racten art' ca.dklard '10 who cares> 'rOll wIll "Cver be I><>r;,od

.....dmg Ihll bool SI\lff comes ..1 you la. 100 f..<>t and IW frequt'f1tly
i<.>rlh.lt_but~ ...,ll ,·",h.l"'''IIIr"I'-'IOde\"lop ..nyempathvlor
Ind"·,Juab"rrultures. \\dcpthoillJl<knlandl..."ld""'lhle~

(~.,.()/"l.-thK.,.m""heT..·ocds
BUI ..hatl·R'allv·d<ln·t~.,;t"-'llhebovl.d.lntIl~lb;,b
~, Ih mlulol.'d "'llh an pr of mod.Ing ..h·a..-..rnwM thal
ronhn1l<111\'blocl.sl"'-'lullsu~ofdlv...hetOhn..~ lhe ..,rt-of­
CommunI b aT('(Called c..r1osts. not \iarw.t5; aren·1 ..'e d'''\<ff IQ "-'ve
nc.'lInoJ thaHSuperhrialaLquamtilnCewltha .. od" rangeolhghllv
dl5gUlSE'd rontetTlpor..... cultural mullis 1& _me<! - IS lhe tod..·
e\-en·"ro\ n1o\.'f'Ilahlv no'" Invadml: fK't1<lll., ..... the ",h,ll 01 un..g<'" is

da;r-"J,n~ bul althe end ot the booI.. ,,"-'I ha,'ellcamed> Huw have I
grown> I amwdJcn<"d t","taficllon".,.. in\"nl'l·c6houIJ pro...t"lobc
a bubbk 001 a tcwcl;a Ih,n ('<)lIhnl/;oI Of>s!X'ratc Fun O'·..r a Hlld

BUI the nowl also pad.s surpnses: .. b"lll..nlly ma"",~,>d on... i~

lhal ju~t 011 the po,nl I was ;,tJrt"'l'llo ttunk .. lithe I",-l" ""Iioo "olS

deslro,·"'g ..nv Ink"r-,;f'i'<"\K lnsson. '" 1'n.'O"~\' In.. moment 1Nl
~\'OO~IOlhrow.n.. plot"',dat><"' hlChlt'" •.,.arealJ<)l11>f
doK''''-'1ll.ahn", 'OIfwme16' and puts a ... hQle perspKtl\l' on t}."

Tol"FlanJln.."to"h.J\'Iour
"...,vons h\-t-nd ,.. SF and f""t.l5v h.>s v dra",..uc Id..as.

sornt' ,·"kll, "'olh...-.l1O'nf"i and ol:ll ",Incole 'td.:·ran""'lt r'<>I. 11
V"QU ha,ent r8d lhot> r~lTlg; bo<>l... ",,",·on etlccllld, rn""j""
tlvl'loth"l..sno....Jed'rilhedra....">goflheW•...-tdt.th'ndlhe,,,..'"
m..ractft>,I&ItooIIo'et'l'('lIleltk'eb'·~.J\-I<-IhM>the~mund

on In.. .IIU~lratM)llon !he(l;>\ ....

Paul Kincaid - What It

Is We Do WJum We Read

Science Fiction
8«<onl'ubliulions.ZOO8,ns.oo.pp
".J«S.tlp.ISBN'7818708Z~5<lS

ReviewrdbyAdam Roberts

IVHAl n Ih IVI uo
WH'NWIIllJ\D
SCtlllIC~ ItnlON

The",·, a ·Wl"· in Ihl" tItle of ['aul

""'<.lld's !'.......rousl, ...Ieded
ni,d)·proJu<l."llreI1e>.1i.,nntrTih.:..J
~s.ws hnd....-d. I""... art' /;,\)) Who
"that' II'~a I..l.\, qUc>h.'"

f're<;umabh, fnr ono.' ttunK- ,h
,he·"'e·thero>l.I&al.....oJ .. ,.... h,,'h
",IOSo1""fs,·ou. n.....Jenul 1<.-1,..

and people hl..·\o\l h .... , It '(Ill'"" thinlutgIM p.ort,nFl",lh lllteen
pound. and 1IlI,e,oI'''FI !ht·tome in N'adU1t\ ,I ..·,lllllo.et1.· re ml.........tt"d
m h<;>....." mlll-ht Mini." SF. olnd ,-q1l<11h' mll"rt l~-d '" crtl,GlI
arPra~I<>f$Ol'l'lC'ollhegnuc·. k\ pW, ..........ncauh I·olu..... ofien
tooth'JhtoI.'<lT>ft"llll"'aOf"'"U'lj:<eetM>ns~-andrr~·

taks lhe t.-.r-rnollhe lIt'" .......,'. and~""1k....:Il~It"'" On lJw-
On~IM 01 lIw- Cenn' and 'A lo<rI1.'iU>g Socnct" Flcti",,· "The IJoUer
I..les up lllIlOoI "I tho.- ....>lu ·• buu.. ""5a\"5 I..... 11> ...pnnl~-d
rt'\"r\.-sl (\)\\...."8 "co....' M' 01 dutch 01 BnlM ...nltn lAldls:s. O ..rle
RoberI Ilvld'I'''-''' Chn.'opher E.·ans, twt'l slrong e-..aV'S on Uu.l
"'--1!.k'("It'd"'" I... ~lh R0bert5and 01 bral'e <t.obaIOule·' ·...,rI~)
a' "'ell .. ' a .anN\, .'1 "",,·Brits, Ste-.·l"" End...ort. "'<"l'm \Idl","user
8Qrjt,... Ru"';ell HUNn jlJl" lIalJeman. Gc<>q;e TUml" and Gene
\\'011.., n .... ,,'..,d of the oollOOlon i.'i a cJu'l"r ul four hQ-IS on
Chnstoplll'rl'nc_t Ihattrealstllli;,mport~nt",,,Ierwlth InSIl\hlolnd
mldhg~'ll<t" \';'Ihout"'",ptinn thcsepi~'<:I'SGrllnd;"dualaulhorsJn'­

wdl-handl••d .oh,rmed and ",form~h\'e. and wrllt~n in it style that

pnzl'" cl""" and plaInness no j.lrj{un, 0' pel lhc'('ril.'$. jll.1 an
ind"',dual h,' ,a',,' olbout SF 1"pl~"'Ill~ ",11011 wo.ks and what
d"'''''''IIll'' t<:<fnol,eI,BullhenU.... rholnccsarelhal·''e'ha\'<''

Jl"'aJ'· ....oldt-.:'n;:.. ,d's""' .....·....nd"'.. al,.,"""·awal<'olhH.lak''''s
The \'p'-'1'Ilng I.. " «<1;0<\5. JIll'ffipt>nl: a l>n>ad"r cnllr..l

I'1lltal:ell\l.'1lI .. ,lhlhell-cnrt' aremu<h ..·..ak 11 1 nil "inc:aid an
oIm.1Il'Urmtu::ld,"'·lmc.... lobt- msulhnS "llhe/ten"'·sbl">!
ml,es tas he h,m h J.nows ,·erv ..."u, John elute aod D..,·id
L.ngfo.d ..." l...o mpl.:"I ..... al<-('1 ..m.1I.....~. m Ih.-~ thallM
~lll,,'than_ 'IIo-",andthallhera"'utle'nI"Um~~'th.-
rro,dAo-.......t "-"11"""""''' .>r mMll"dual blInJ,.r-r,; ,-I Itwo academv
Mnc....d'l ",,·n ...... """~ 01'" ,n the best l-.-....t,hon of nnn-un"e.... t\··
"",adcm,.· cntt<:ai enp.~emenl But ...-hen he decid.-. In enl?l:e w,'h
lhl'IOrtf;<>Id..NII"JINtwuH'r.>ltyrntIaiNvt"\\'Ol'l.cdo\<ffI'ff\
lhorou~hh unlolO'lI)lilnh· ..~Ih t}." tl"rm, 01 thew d~WI.'5limlb",NI

he'5abk"'adue\~

For Ill$Ianot't". In the 1,11c esoay 'Whol 11 Is W.. Do When WI!' Read
5nenn>hrt"""hl·.announces·lmust ....' he.... aod ....... lnalast..ru

Kay Kenyan - A World
Too Near
1·}'.,r-.ew't'o.k200ll,nSpp.kIb.
IS8N9781591026426
R..viewcdbyM~rkllarding

The flrsl thms tl\;ll cat,hes ),ou.
attenllon I< the ml,tull' of SIgnals
'ntheJoK"etlllu,t.all,...... 1"1loo...·sa

...1"'-" ,'a~ul'l\· d..wn futun.;hc:
!Mod,sc..f"". w~ in dear

f<>n>grounJI"""~lsa~um.olic

Lad, ..·.,annlt ..·h.alk>ol-l;blea

NU ~",.n aJW ~crung gk>\""
s....m. rn,laM> surd)? Bul
actualh. ,11 .. '.Cf). good

IndlCallOl'lollheconl.,.,h
~ 1\.uT_ ........ 1..~tho.-~bool.m~r"'''.,.1Id1Jl<'R.>5l'

*"'"' 'Jhto h.-art 01 lhe o;Ior" IS drarn~IK en.....gh fu, anlbod~'

~KoIll~' ..t,..nced ;o!im:l; ha,,,, ru~I"m-l>IJlll theu awn

unll_ lcalled 1N E''''''l an..! In 01 <p«t<K\1lar gesN'" of
en"I"DrII1"I<"IlI.ucallousno..-"splanMt>oJmuplhe"·holealourun"en;e
lTht Ri...·) a. a po"~'" ,",prll- In lhe 1'rt'\'I()U~ bool Tllu~Qwnn h.ad
acodenlaH\' J,)C\,....T\'d IhlS parallel wU\"CfW. and ru,. wilt" and

daughl"r an: Irarf""tllhe", ~lill As theanll' hum"" ...""kllOl\-' his
.... a'arounJTh<,[nhr"he"'t"'-'"oo'·iousrl><.>I<:\'I<''''tumcarrvlllga
nJt>uI,,,hw,,apontolumtheJJiendoommachmelogon

AllhouKh lhe loundJllun uf ",·,wun·~ ~lI"n uOl"e~ IS lhe hlgm'!>l
01 hlt:h-le.:t!.lh,·."is,"ery 11111",,, th.....ay\ll han:l SF; the k'c1 of the
n"vl"ll~ ",u,h n1l"l' of magIC IhJn maths, SI' nOI'ds usually enllSllhe

d"'·ICl..'Sot Olher~I'n,,-", int'·....tln~lI·. t-.:l"n)Ton tnal('!l noticeable use
01 Ihc IfOJX"'"f Rt>m.."'·"-ne.-..,,, lhe ,'I"h-..t·gow....-d W<lman GrI the
ren'r.~ IS J<'han"". T,h,Is· "ife.•1"I."...m,'I~s10 Lord lnweer, cme
01 the fi,'., Tan~ aliens ...ho rule m'". The Fntm, A!. m the wav of

I"",", Ih",~~, jnh.uu", h.n ctwrrn.:d Ih" 1""",...lul and mnl<."riol&
LorJ IOlhe .."""lth.ushe ... grJnl..-dlt,lts.slol'" InIIUcnn".andthe
run 01 Ih..-t.'rt....,.,cit\· "' ...hKh-.ho.'!lI ....

In tao:l. I.... Qu,n"" mu~1 quahh ..s lhe rllOfl dumunl'l famdy
ac..- al k-att Iw., un,,~ Aparl tmm k>hanna·10Iml'I"Oll"
tnbuwtl(Jn5 ",th Locd 1nW<'<>!" an..! \k.rl\.Jb the~
""!''''ftr th.: do1ughtcr. Syd""lo·. IS 10 Iol<,h that W ~~ made
duet ",the Inn.-a SOrIot !>lon~h<;>rde •." k"Jcp.1t1uchoJr->e.­
c..... ,un.'S _ and TlIlb IumsdllS lhe o;ubfect of ton'" lhan tu,. bu '\ha...

01 hooro-...ont>'p aJW fnna)o, mterest "en,"OIl "oru on the N\.I. that
IOU N..., to be.- t.... lv' e\'illll.'llO~ ""OIlO\·erb~ theQu""'"~or

~ter
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I am aware! am neither a structurall,t nor a posl-slructuralist,
though sin~ I've never bet>n ent1l"t~ly sure what th<lS<' terms realty
mean I suppose ifs possible) am' 131 He's aiming, perhaps, for
dlsarrr"ng wlth this; but saIls do"", 10 crass. Give'n thal Ihe e!iSay

rehearSt'S the issues that academic Crttical Theory has been primarily
~'Onl"Cmed for lh~ laSl fOuT dl."Cadl."S. thIS rather proudly announced
ignoranl.... ;.ets·up ,1 ralhcr na'if discussion. KIncaid menllons
Wlttgenstem·slaterphilosophy.\I'lthoutgOlllgintomuchdetail,and
quotes from Aust,n's HmI' T" D.> n"'IS~ ;\'11/, W"rd< without touching
On lhe Demdean challenges to that ratherltmited study, or the larger
lTitical debate their ",chang<> Ol"('"asioned This ab<en~ of critical
cont~,l meanS that discussion <hifts between the balMI ('Ihe word
"eat~i5notacanonthcvnchand. and a serie1' of noundermg and
often l'Ontra.Jidory assert,oosoo the other. Klncaldapp"renlbclieves

thal 'laoguag,'isa "'eansofCO""eyan~; the message is what is
conveyed' Ill]; that in U>oe 'language models reality' whereas in
fiction'the language models nothing in ""allly' (hepm"idese"idence
for thIs latlers13t"ment Wllh theobservat>on that Ebenee~erScrooge

nen'rJetuallye"stN). But the idea that language isa sort of c.ur;age
portmg 'meanmg' fmm pl,,~ to piaCl' IS so crude as to be frank1\"
useless - me<hum ,1nd 'message' a"" radically lllterronnf'Cled - and
the ~sscrtlOn that fiClion~llanguage"'odels nothtng;n rcalHy is flatly
wrongheaded: language pr('('isely",,,,lds realily (s,,:rooge is not a real
person.bul heisa m""ld 01 a real person; muchasa toy car -lolake
asp....:ifiealll·lat'~Wlttgensteinial1e'a"'ple- is not an automobile.
but 15 a modd of ~n aUlvmobJle). l>.inGl,d perhaps means that

language does nvt dirffll)' 'lJ'prrh<'ll,/ r~ahty; but lhis IS not whal he
SJI'S, is as trueofn'al-Itf.., us.:lge as il Iso/fic1lonaland is. rather

lrivialpoin1toboot
'Conflicts ov"r .Jefinlhon lof 5Ctence fic1ion!, Ktn~ald says, 'are

usually I\.-duodanl and cause n,ore harn, than good' j771
Ne"erlhel<,sshe,pend~thefltsl 50 pages of h,sbovkengagtng in lh,s

....-dun.Janl. hannful a~hl'lly. an.J no I"<'ry de"r sense of what 'sei,,"ce
ftction' ISen\l'rg~'S.Som<'llmeS thedeltnillOoal f<Xus is un language;
somelim~'S On rontl"'\' svmetim,'S 00 aulhorial int"nllon ('hard sf is
sofiuid in illt<,nl .. .' 31j allhough I'm 001 sure ho,\, he inlUlts thIs la tier
quantlly. lie tells uS that SF tS'a serresof slrands, none of which
would sland as<lgenreorewna sub-genre in thelrvwn righl' r~fll

vut ~inC'\' he oowhere tells uS whal genre or sub-genre means. lhis
,.n'l so help/ul At on" poinl hevf!ers l<,rtamty: ·rerta;n)y. mence

fichonisaooull1Owlty'!6],bulthi.struc\. me as Il'>'; than cerl.lm (n,>'
",perien"", of reading a 101 of SF is rather lhe re"erse~of lhe rl()Tl·
no,"dl)' and co,y familiarity 01 many vf ,ts (ropes). Som.-limes he is

vag"",tal\.mg of,fore"ample. apparently 'a tone'and'a qualily'that
a....'·tne\;lncablylinked'w,thBrilishSFwithoutrtnningdownwhat

Ih~1' <In' (~91· lIe 1l1Slsb lhat lh..°n' IS no pomt of origm fvr the genre,
'!x-'Cause lhere IS nO anC<'~lral te,t tha1 coul.J possibly contam even m

nascenl fom, alJ lhal ","hawrome 10 i.Jentlfy as SClencr.-fIClion' 113],
"'hich is ralher li"e asserting lh.Jtpres<'T\1 daylri,h-Am"ricansc,,,,oo1
Idenlify·lreland'aSlhelrpmnlofculturalorigm.. smreln.'landml600
did not conlain JacLe o,arltun. the' svng 'Dann)' &ly'. COOTS !x-'t'r.
fundmg lhe IRA Or p'-'Opl" d,·..,mg tlU'ir haIr green and Imngu'l': the
city 01 New "<IT" to,' hall vn Sainl Patnck's Day. Ilvmer's lIi",1 and
o.l.~>s<-ydon'l·prt'-cofltam'Ihc.'II7I'·ld. Pari),li1'f'u,,1 ,1nd Tlu'D""ClII<I

eilher.buttherc;';ne,'crthelesssomepoinlinlrJcinglh"tradi!ivl1Soi
epIc poelrr bac" 10 Homer

What we arc aClually domg when w" read science helion:
Kiru:aidS<lys, 'sallo.... ingoursel"t'Stobem)shfied·ll11, .....!uehgoes
SOmC way IOwarJsa J"ftmlion, although il rather suggests that if I
\\·ishto"'penencelhemoslml''nSes..;"neefklivnalbuzzloughllo
pld. up th.. E...its of Lacan. a t",lbook on Ad"an=! V~'CIorCalculus,
or perhaps I ought lust contemplale the succeSS of the 5.·J"II",ltbrCtt.~
mm'ie Hcaddsthat'lhelanguagclhatmyslifi"5us'alsoprovid~'"Sus

,,'Ith Ihe wherewlthallo construct a non-mysllfying realily. In fact,
we mighl lhin~, the urg.. to ,1",,>/:., my~tl.'ry Ilhe mol<lr of sei,"''''.
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aiterall)isat lhe hNrt of SF; and it'sc\'rlainly IhecJS<' th.,t som<'ol

Kincaid·sstrong..stessayshe",arep",ciwlvdemyslifying:pro"iding
(for eumple) lhl.' de!ilik'<l historical ronl,'~t to a dulCh of alt­
hislorical lake.,; on the American civil war, for instan",; or

constructing an intelligent and informati"e itin~""ryvfislandsm UT<
fanlil5ticwnting

M.:>st aw\."·ardly of all Kinraid inSIsts lhat 'we haw no
commonh'agreed definillon oftt1cgenrc' becau...··"vervoncison a
differenl mobius loop' 1151· This is aw"ward b<..'<:Jusc. "ch",lly_ his
dcfinilton of SF depends precis<.'ly upon invo"ing a commumty ut SF
afIcionados-his is,inolher words, a <""tnrllal and Slanlcv Fishian
approach to defimhon. SF IS whal 'we' TC<'ognize as SF. Time and
again h"'It'St.s putali,·1.' definilions of SF agalnsllhebenchmar~ nolol
actual Jefinilion but rather IhebeJiefsof'thOS<' of us who know the
genre' IHj.·Bl."Causewl'canse<' the rt'SCmblaneesbel",,,,,n ,\'orkso/

scil'll(l! ftClion we Can talk sensibly aboul the genre' 1211· One
dclinihon of Hard SF is dismiSSl.'<l!x--c"uso.' 11 ronlra,hels whal'we
might have felt comfortable wilh before', and isn'l'what I would

describe as hard sf'{30j. A 5tory br Cr\'g Egan 'slrctches my notions
01 hard sf to the"bn.'aking po;nt' l.wl This appeal to authortty S<....ms
to me critically limited: il'S not just Ihal it is drcular (although Itis),
It·.that it dependscrudally upon who gels included in the 'we' and
who d~n·l. So, when all pre-WeUs fanlaslic fiction is dISmissed as
not SF on the grounds that 'Iet's facc It; such ur-or prolo-S<.:ienCl'
fict",n ,,'a':""l that much different from olher lileralure going on
around il' r50~ the 'us' being instrucled to 'face It' bolhers me:
perhaps it includes me. but (since I h.Jppen to disagJlie with the
statement) it comes over as slightly rht'toricalJr coercive. This isu't 10
5Jy that Kincaid lad.s the range, or body of e'perienCl', or open­
mmded lTlltcal mtelligencctu talk mtert'Slmgly about lhegl!llre;itlS
just 10 say thal a'wt" implies a 'nol-u~', J group of p<.'()ple who are
margmalized and ,."e1uded. And thal there may be some merit m
thinking SF -esp..,<:ialJySF - thmughlhemargin5ratherthanlhe
centre. n,ere's a lot in this colledion that 's eXCl'lIcnt, although
P'",haps it needs 1o be e1earer about who'we' a""

Kim Lakin·Smith ­
TOllrniquet: Tales from
tile Rellegade City
lmm.ninn l'reos, 2001. 244pp. £9.9'9,
ISBN91819048533SO

Reviewed by Tanya Brown

TOllrtliqucl. lhe debul novel from
Kim La"in-$mllh, talees us 10 an
altemalt\'e NOlltngham; whether

by 'altemaltve' you lof,:;,r a "an~nt

hist<)T)',oradancetoadifferent

beat. Ihe "plthet nogs true
rc:otltngham'S transfnrmalton
began someycars before the actIon

of T"llrlliqllrl when ·the most re"ered band in the hlSlory of rock',

?berlloths Orill'". d,'Cide-d to turn th"';r back 00 th" ma,"stream and
refir" 10 Ihe Cl!)', prv,'okiogan influx of ,1donnl: fan~ and follow,''''
and novutfiu~ofo,d,"ary.d,""'ntV.'iI.~A1,lIt-re"diogf"l"Gr"dunll,'
Noltmgham, lts mun;Clpal bodies subom,'<l by the wa!le. vf Gothic
tock,h,,~beel'lttansmUledintoth.;-dar"lymagieill RenegadeCity,its
fan,iliar landmarks and thoroughfares - Sneinlon Mar"e!, 5t Marv's
Church, Mal.J l',l.1ri()n Way, the legend,lr)' WnUl" Rock City ­

o"'",,-,,,n by lhe Dr<lthcJr (the four ol'1l-,·"mpyrie m~mNrs of Orig"')
andoverrunbrth"tn!x-'Slhalha"eev"h"'CI

T,'"nH</II," opt°ns wi1h a Fa" girl, Jeze1l<:°1, f1~",iog nn army of
S"inwalkers, one of whom tumsout Ivbch<'reslr,lnge'CI brvlhe'r
1larish. Ne~l, w" "ncounl"r !)nlid, Origin's drummer, v<lwing to
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Da\'id Levy', L.'t~· (0 So IV,,', Ik,j~'IS h~d

an une"pect~od l'tfl'Cton ml'; IdtSOI"crl'd
that I'm .. ",m;lnh ... aftel all

No. wall - It'~ n',1 what you thmkl J
ha,·t'fI·t ~uddenlv d""doped an abidmg
iOdorahon 01 androids a~ • I1'SUII of

l.P"\'~ potnt~ Q1."te the opposite -1' .... alwa\"s bel~'ed that J h.J",a
'en' rahonal ...nd """c,,1 \'1ew of hunwn k7ve and alf~hon. but
~'\'$ deployment 01 till' F'§ycholog>cal "",d ptw~l

f""nd"""",,, c>f tho.e~, In support 01 hi5 tt- h.Js made It
cWar that 1ha,c, to...,.,... e,t.,..,t bftn loollng m,..U

I.x\.'$ thesis IS that not onh' .. ill 11 be J'O"')I..1e 10" huouru.lo be

doing thto wIld ttun~wlth full\ .rt'loci.>lJ!"'-rlnt'Ts"lth",.roundf,,·'f'
de.:Mk"S (\I' ao lpt.'S'-lbh· ""'-sI.. but that ,n., """,,"'" ot us will
'lIIr\.tablr bed"",,: so. WIth "tUeor no_at shame The /lISt J"'rt
ollhPronJ!'Ctu.... .."mo... th.mpl.Jmable,C'Spl........lI••f\oo'replugged
m 10 the RSS fteds o;>ITI.ng ...... t of the ..le<1fOrl1c<. romrutlllg and
ph".." ... ~labho;hnwnh The JaPM"""". es~lI\· .•n> rN~"'g m,)",;"",

avengl'l!>en:luc.anln\"rtvrd<.>moflc;w!slIlgcrK05<.'5, \\'hobumllo
death ,n a !ere ,"". mav ~"e been no ,"""dent ROSC'<, It turns out.
Wa.!' Onud's brother. wh,,:h may ""'plaIn wh)" Drtlld's 50 len'l to
di.scm'('T lhl- lnllh IxohlOd h,s dei1lh .. hen the other memb<.'T5 of

Orig"'. shn"\" bassi t SophJa and hbc.;('\ed k-ad ~ul'an'l Ad<!Ud;as,
seemf"5hlOf\,)bl,'unrot>C'ernf'd

Fa.... (an~lbownpunishrnent.;a§~\'.IlX~rluo5foundto
their <:mt but III th,s ~_ Dr\Hch fMnOt.l5 f.K'\" IS Ius uh'alJon. ior- .....
can p.a$J ... no more lNon one 0( the Or",I>\-, ob.A.m:: i.ans "'ha

....ublC lho.- dothrt, the phn.~\- ..nod It..: II'"'" of their odOO. Ifs
dIP mnk'nOuS -O~, then. ..ha mln~1es .. nl> Ihr Iowh\'t5 of tIw

Rent>g<>de Ctt}' .....ho enrounk'B Ihi.' s.bSt' .and «ttft'tWlSol' IQ ,1<VlIlI'
QI.lIrh hl~ Nltln\l.., grandmotht"r ~. and a hl)<;l 01 otJw,.

rok>urlul ch.ar.Kte... who seem dr"....... much from legend .mod
bal~ a~ lrom lhoe rounrercullun>

L.l1o.1O·Snllth·~rr~ is "'Ira\'agam almost to l"~'. gklwmg.a5 a
st.lOlnt."<l gl..s~ window and sptlv as bilroque barbed wl«'. TIle

r>;othngh:lm l'ho.' pamts IS not one of !i<>fHocu5 ~r"''t'S hmned w,th

dad, fire. bUlacolwlrKmglvgnttycybergolh Clt\', dangervusllfld
dirty. Tl....rt, Me motorbike Iourru.'ys, Fae wings p"tdwd wilh duct·
taP<', wir.:less p,rates plvlng the canals It's vlsual1yarrl'51Ing., and
<;Iften ralh.·r fr.,ntic a~ D and ).,,, prog"'U on what'. either a qll~'St Or

an "\I,,nd,xl p\lb-erd\~1 through tll<;: undcr~HJcol theclly
wk.' Gw~'n... lh 10".,..,.' &>Jd .... W, ... ""'lucnre, TI'Uflll'l"tt posils a

world ",I\(or" rocl'''rol1l~ really"" .mporl..nt;lSI1 th11'lks I1 should
be, Lnllk... JQOl~' 'llllilbl" dyslOp!a, Ih., R"n(·!t"d" Ctt)' 15 "n oolated
(and Iikly barnc,)dl'<l) poldt'1' m a land of Mrmaltlv. Very little is

said 01 till' I'e'<t 01 England, IhI'..-,st of thl" world, sa\~ n !IOmett1ln!/; to
bt" t1ed, \'/h,)le.t'1' till' ~oths and hippoes and punls ho~ 10 fmd in
thfo~cCitr··r$notp"ace,TheditlO:"""ttnbeJ-TrawleTs,

Gl«tclan. !'...m..·..llers. he - an> engaged m constanl mlemeo....
cont1lC1. a~ p"Ju~l\'e.nd p"lIst." plavground .....qUt'S' ·aputhed·. Je~
tftmS .t ..nd Dnlld 1..~ mcreasmglv ...... re th.>t ROIIeOI hbeturian
notlQn!lh.J"(.·rl'tlr.amL1ledwellloreah!\·

T,...n..q~rl " 50 IIghttv and mlrK...t'f'h "'n"t!led " novel th.Jt ifs
~1""",hardto_throughl!ll'glossolf'Ol'l~rn-Iothl"shape

01 tn., ~t<ln The...·san unr oh·ed (....-ItQ It. a h.J2i~.. lothe~ few
cha~' thal rNLH "... onder if the ~t0n<'5 ~n are 10 be
mnt11'lu....J I'll cnt",nly loolfon.....rd 10 mon: of lD.m·Smlih's worL

LOVE SEX
MtlH

ROBOTS

David Levy - Love & Sex
With Robots
Du"l...orth,2OOlI352pp.C1VJ9.hIb,IS8N,
97SO'715637401
Review"dbyP..ullhven

stridl'$lIlrot'Otle.rpea..~ ...ndCilpabihh ""dl'd poerhap",O\'tlll'ir
"l'<)' dllf.....nt rultur"I.Ultud.,.; towuds automat. - but as le,)"

pomls out thtor•.-~ no shcortage of effort In the US and el5('w~. albeit
from dlft..rent .nltle!; lhl> pos$lbihtv of robots that oould f"'SS for
human m a casual mCUTH'",ta"" ~=ter ~ far from .....mlo: a WIld
spe<:Ulation Franlh, I'd say that ftfty ,"'1'5 t5 probotbl\' a
rons",..",t" .. e,.hrNl" at our ETA on the t...r ~dp ot lhl> Locarul\'
\·alle..

Whal ,sa hU"'IOU[thnloollCttpl.sl!ll' I'Iotk.. that, dUI'VlIt.....d
uSWlI\'nroUnl.... \'OU·llderideth.>I\'UUwanlloha''f'Sl',wlthltus
fr1l"llJl'·and ..t1tiKI.'wandrotdl'm IlrnIlIl)M\oueanthm... ot

thn... orfourrNJOrol';echons ...'lhout ,..... h.J.lIl!tkl""".... an ..lfort
I bx>w I did l ....... Itn he...nJ them all lhough. and plenh 1l'H.'.... lU1d
he pnx......,b tQ n:rol" them alL And th", IS .. twre m,' Iudden
n"""rUIClsm re.red Its ,)hophoed ,.~ leOnine ""'act for the s..,al
maJOnty of le\"V'~ ..,ful~tlonS"'" bas<.'<! 011 ~lah~tlcs olnd psv.:hol<lg\,
both of wh.ch ...n> dlSC1phn.", wlIh • dt"5e.... ed Tt'rol'd lor, maTt"

frtiJU''1lll~' Ihan not, dlsco"cnng e,wh' l..... results the.. praclltloncrs
s.-Iout to fllld

So. whl," Lc.'v qUoll'" studi.... whe"'lIl a ~Ignlfic~nt number 01
""pondcr'jf u><.-d ;Inthropomorphic langual\C when talkmg aboUI
their e"mpulen or toy WOOl d~9. J find myso'IJ wondering what
0rtlons thev had to choose from on the questlonn~tfl', When he
quolelisurvc'·swhl.'.....m pe<lrll.' self-reporl on the fR'qucncy of thl'lf
liaIsons WIth human Sl'\-wor"'ers, I find m".'lI'lf membenng all the
tlm.,.;l'\·egJee(ully lied through myt....th to t pcrson who has
roml'red me .. ,th a ehpboanJ while I Iry to bu\' some ne.... <J.oe,<

Psychok>g\,hu,...lu... ,bulilisn·tprediealedmrne...ura...... "'riables
- I don·tlrust.t It"'e the ·h.Jnf soerlC\"'< ",tueh U maoqul'l'.>des ...

"'~
1lu.ta~...........'·spomls.ren·tactuall,·th.Jtlocredlble"hen

taken m ISOlat""" "e do' dewlop ..ffo.'("bnns fnr fIClIl-hunwn (c.·en
non--hu"",noidl Ih",~ ; we "1Y' rn-"" to gethn~ our !lr\ual~ by

...hat......'..... nwaft:' ~n' (gin... our J!"'-rtK'ULtr Clr('\lm'I~ and
cultural barnersl Bul tt-.it' aren't the bIts th.Jt .......11\ stuo:'" m m'
throal I found .t harde1' ttI deal ...lIh till' "''lbon that arttna..J
intellJ~<'nCeS WIll de'\ek>p "',,11 en«Ugh to not onl\' Slmubt" the
"'pe<:bofa hunwn J'l'N'N'ltty th.Jt could rNle~iall tn)o,.e
w.th.tbutaOOtoreorrocalelnalk»...

~OW. If you're l" ..m shK""" mOf\' romantic th.Jn me l..nd there
~re rit'a'l;of Brut.lu;lardulerture .. turn ITI<'-et Ih.-llrnt..nolll. ~'ou lust
had .. hug.'ernohon.1 lnee-je.......act.ion. How oould ... robot Io'e \'ou
bad. e"m .f \'OU f"llm 10"" with it> And this is when.' I lust can't
bring m~'sclf to Iqua", wuh Le\y's idea" he c1alm~ that ,.\pert
syst.,ms WIll be able tu accurately numlc lhe reactIons and bell.lVtours
of .. sentIent ronscioUM'Il'SS f,'IIi"S in IOH'. and the,,"seS lh.....quad.s
IIle ~ dlJcl~ oUl:umcnt III other words, If 11 al"~'m'l' to be fallmllln
love WIth us, miF,ht we not lust as wcll acr-orl II as bc;n~ th<' SlIm ...
!hmg~

Logic... llv, 11"",,'s ~ lot to be ""'d lor Le,'V·. "fl;Unll.'nt•. bul love
and log'c fl'l'l ~""lUl a~ f~.....nlO\ed from one .nolhcr ollS E.>rth ...nd
the moon. ..od I ...an't help but f",,1 there would be somethm~

slrang<'lv e'plotlat" ... aboul c""ahng t>ein~s wtx>-.e 001<' purpose ,s to
maJ,..,usfedhapp' "nd Io.'ed,,)nd to satl..le our ""<"f\'5('\,u.1 whIm
rerha~ ""', n~ht. though.: indt'ed. ~h.-l~ INmln~ 10 tall in lo,e
.. ,thulJliCl"lbe'''ltSwtllenrourageustotll'''e .. n'IOf'l' ."honal \1"""
oflo,·..... a ph'si~;"al and p5nhologic'a1 pn..~ m \'.....-.; to
rome \la\'br I'm .....' a rornMlt",thMt I am a ",onle. though. b«au.... 1
don't mt'...... 10 hold m, I;>re..lh I'd.oo argue thatI~K"ot5lt"'n~

10 pnn'lde a ~tumb1t~ blod how rNnv peopk will be..c.... tn ;lIlOI'd
a rutooc rompm.£ln> \\'h..•...·, till' """'P' I" pn....-cr Ihrrn g<>tng to
come lrom.•n a ..,otId .. heft' "'....·re not t'fIh ...I\, wre hem· "''f''U
suprl,' b.lQc "menllK'5 to the enllre gloNI populal100 flf,,' \·..ars.....'

't.' d"'"'~~t~ aside.........~··s bool bnnp ~Iher an
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intt.-rl'Stmg C'roS,!,-o;o.'Clion of n'S('arch matena! about human-human
and human'ma,h,,,,", ",lat,ons.h,l'S. and assu,h pro\"desplcntyof

foo,j forthoughllor t""SF·nal th",l.er. e"o:n though many oftht'
throwawa,' 'aulions .:md ·wh.:lt ifs" In hl5 conI'lu~1O" h..ve boeen well

trodd""longb"'o~h.:lndbll'enrewTltel"),l'd""1) muchhketogi'"e
hIm Chns Bedell's 11,.. ffdw lol",:hlll( 10 n·ad, pra"'dlng ol> 'I does the

<tarl lIip-side to Le\'y's loOrrM.'"""1 "'d<'-t'yed Church Of The.> Soft
\' ..chmeb.,o,l~rl\l, Andlh...remheslhPtault I thin~anSF
reader w,lI find Wrr & ~r W,lh ~t~ tu be ladmg tl1o' ngOfOl.l5
,nt~rogatlOnol id"asth"lthebeu('flldlonwr,I<"fflCanpn)\',de 1l>e

happy rorol.l.Jl)' belllg.. 01 rounc. Ih>I the", art> a hundred Sloties

"'aitmglobewrillcnlllr~-sponseIo'1

Howard PhiJIips Lovecraft­
11,e Neuonomicoll: n,e Best
Weird Fiction of H. P.
LoveulIft
Gotbna. Lond..... 2OOlI, I96pp, 00.00, hItio,
ISI""r.I05~I56·

Revie.. td by Donna Sron

Ic~ dunl}' "";.111 tiN Ieaminp; about Thr

NR""''''uC<'I'I lrom lhe ..-llIspermgs
..mort.; my..:hool f...-nds. B.>d u...n. ..
lnend lold me ..boul INs MoOetlI bool,

wtuch ...... s;lndNdl>t't'fl~lormill,ngmmmao;l,MJo:Ith.1I'1Ome

"'T1tnaoU...J1I P. L""'cull """" .. nU"" dues m 1mo1k."l>onMooulthe
l\'1Tlb~ thln~, Ih>l harl"'"f'd 10 F«'f'~ "'ho had 001>' dan.'d 1..:101­
",thm ,ts p.lF.~'" In f;Kt re~m,; Lo,.....::ralt S 5l,'>n<"S. the fnend said.

"~0II..-J ~ Nd I th"ughtl .. uuIJ taL: mr.-n.m.:.-s. and.un almo:sl
certam tNt'Allhe ~1......ntalf\5of ~bJ1'"It'»' "asllll' hnot horrorSlon'1

",·"r,.,iId
As .. ",-",,-'romer 10 1.o".,.:nU. I luund IIlI' >tone> delICIOUSly

l"mf\'1Olto lhou"h p.lrt of IIlI' rl"a.ore" ilS illmosl ocrtainly bound up
..'lhtlwldeath.illSOm£'Onl'm,ghtdlS.lppm',,,ofmo'r"adlngt......m

H"..."""r, ttwo .........::dote lco1o.lll 10 rnl pro.~"I-da\· ~U~P'cIon 1Nl the
P("'"eroilhellhlh""lotem/\'~perhaplo,.realerlhanlhesumofits

flct'0n5
\\'''lh Ih,~ ".:Id,n1l1""· Mnl\l,~,,<)lu....... ,'(\lIt"C'1,,~n, Coll;ma: Pfe5l"nts

r"~d,,r.. old ..,'Id nt'W ... ,Ih a )u!l<;lanhill badl' 01 Lo\ecrafl's wor~

orJ"ro..J lur 11", mOSI p"rl In dlr(lImlog,~al order 01 fi""t public~I'on

Out of S<"juen« a", LWo p,lt"n.'. '''''I\ht c..un~· and 'T" a Dreamer
Th,s IS a t>"d "d,nowll..,Jg,'n",,1 of Ih" fa,1 Ihal LoH,<:tafl illSQ wrol"
poem$, bul h"r" tht.'" M\' u",.,d 10 fran'" what malt",..,: the flction
1I''8'""In!\W'lhDa!\..n',fi..trut>Ii,h.,."lml'lI'},,mJ,'nJlngwithth<>
poslhumou,lv publoslwJ 'The l)r,'Jm O<,,,,t 01 Unknown "add.th',
lhech".>nokl~kalprt·'I.ml.lli"nl,u!o<'fullllLh..1 ,I illl,JWS the rc..der 10
o!>!o<'f\" Ih" J", ..lopm,,,,t 01 lhe "I..m"nts anJ th"mC5around which
th<' M\'toos look shapt', The wnung b<.'l:om,~mOf\' craft..J in Ihelaler
pubhshl'dslone,;, Ihl>ugh lO\'l..::ralt's ,nslllld for Poe-esque homag"

r<'malnsslrung
AsSI"phenJ,ml"5"'rl..m~,nhis""r'l'lh"rough·AfI,·",'",d· to the

ooll.-.:hon Lo\~u,lft Wil, dll,,'proink.J ",th Iht' p"-\,n,,,nll1o' r"""i\'oo
lor'Tl1o:' Culoor Oul 01 SpdI:" l 'nl .Irn,':"" S/i.ttt'J, and ,..,w.'d to
",,11' "'nt" lor 1\'.... ,1 Tal"" alth ugh lhe ,-J,I"r or IMI mag~zi"",.

hmsworth \\'righl ha.:! l>trgln.. lh' n........'t''<l t..... ,I...", Wnghl had

p~rt'ClJl.lr ,d"u aboul ... h.:ll 1'1" re..J..'T'$ h"'.J. \'Ih"h m,ghl go "",.",
w .. ,' to l"'lplamm" Lo.~.,,;t.ul'~ tormul~1C arrro.Jch tu slo')
b..'guuunS" Allhuugh I..... st"n'"5 M\' ,hl1 .....Ill} ..t>I" I,~ re.od, there are
m.my wa~~ III "h"h Iller \'look! no.>l do tJ.,' modern d.. , Slandards
~·arelatgl.'l\ '101..1 '""t".odol·o.ho""n'.u~lngltlll .. di.J.k>gu.. or
changes on J""C" Su~petUE' ,o, ollCll con'n·ed b\' _thIng b.,mg too

Ioc>triJtodescritoe
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Furthermore. the ,uplen,aost 10"'"' in se"eral 01 IN. slories d<;ll'S
nol make forromforlable ",aJing. nlls "m~nife,;I,>du" horror of
mi\mg with the lower das!lO.'S on 'The lurkmg Fcac, where the
protagonist des<.T1!le5slrangc 80,ng~on allhesil" of I...... M..rtense
mansIOn In I...... SIOty, the Enghsh·h;lhng mh..b,l ..nlS of Iht' mans,on
who a... d...,;,cenJ~"Cl tram the 5o.'H"nl<'ef\lh-«nlur} N..w-Amslerdam
merchanl, (A,mt ~"'11~, h;I.e d"~'''nl'r..kd through ,SQI..hon from
500e1y ,nlQ f":'Orl.. "ho aR"he~,,~ oi 5po.'o.-d> and rompn.......-nsion·
WIth the Inhented dd,"CI of ,,","lng ooc brawn and one blu" <")0'11" )et

t'-' d"'5Cl'ndenlS a..... onlr s,m.l 10 ·Jcg~.....rale' .fter lhe\' t.1le to
'1nt..rmaR)·mg WIth lhe numo."roUl> merual class ..bout the ""tal..­
who ar<' ..Iso dl'5Cn~ oil> Nthe fJ\I)ngr..t populal"'r' In IhlS 5Ubt~

wa\',the progenvol tncleShoous,.,lallOr\>a,... <ilnled a notch abo,'"
nU'ledl';X'l"ch;k1ten.I'OItoSubt~l5lhed"p":honofthebm.er, Bud.
Rob,nson,. ,n 'I-Wrbert West- Re..nunator' ~ -a lo.JthM>rnegonlla-lilr
Ihlng.. With ..bnorrrWlv long ..rms....no.! a fac..' that contun..J up
thought:s of unspeaLab~ Congo J«TIl"tS and lorn·torn poundmgs
under ..... eerv......-..· l.o\·ecnft U><"lo ltusa$p«tot 'otlwnws5·, tNI.
Iosa~. a ra<:l.". ClJllu,.,Of ,.,"gtont....1 he ltunI.:sof »d,fferef\tlrom his
or the ~ader's own. m order tu con\'l')' a d"tance from lhe sate and
the knov>--n. m_non,; a sense of the unheunhch.. The gods UId
~rs c..... toe !h<>ught of ~ an 1l"'l:1~'flSlOl\01 thts I\k'a. .. hornw 0)I.aD
!h;ol IS ~ond Nrthl., ul'lCiero1andlll8 A ~adCT c~ 1nl... ~'Il"O';)It's

I..... of mo.'dial e'\poetunmb!lOn 1010 S1.:lnO"S Itk ·Herbert West ­
RearullWtor'. and ll"\-oIution IS hornblv ...... o'T1'Ied 1,""1 m a..
iUUIIlat....J!lOnoflho:lown'~I........ ""thlhe\'lhlte.1ll.11e
proliIgorusts dn\'m m.>d ~ C\'>rTUptllln The h>Od ....m of tho!il>
tlungslhatlNnlsno;>l:mNnllo"""'ll.no"led8""o.l,;ond''Il''i'llSthe
.....ot'osm 01 tar·flung plKeS, Iuddt'n Cl\'th"",!l~ m\'St..ritJus
cultul1"S.andll"\..-nlhet<'TbKIdenbool.. Thr ....-m>nl>m'J«I'n. thatrll"nders

the s10rK'5!IC> ..Uunl18
Ther..,..dl«SI.'OlI'TI·oo m the 1....1 aon Cfft;Jtnll'd,"Irac1 from the

plea5Un" Of n·....hng. O!\m 11 ~,.... I..u ,he '-_ thal l.o<-eo-aft ..... rote
t'-"'0rie5Ulmorena"·ell""""- ...h,ch"'d..-bllat>.... bullheilones·
pov."e,lin on lht'bu'ldlll8 up 01' It'g<"Old, b<>th in~deand outside the
t""l and the dc\clopment of unusuillldcu m conl..mpor...... horror
lil.e the w ..\..ing 01 terrible, ..nctentgod~

11 IS mtC'l"03tmg 10 spot lhe mllUC'OCl' ot olher ...nters on
La"ecraft's dl.5tmct,,'t' '{'ICOI: JOOt"S ment,oni l'<lt', I.on! Dunsanj' and
Arthur M""""'" liuy<;mans'~ groll~ue :I(>I:\I",ric ~tvll:! " al\1Q an
e'id""'l mfluence (Lan...::r..fl even mellhon!i Hup.mam; and
B,\ud"b,t.. in 'n.., HOlJnd·). or e.'en lIaron I nednch de la Moll..
Fouqul!<". TI...'Aft..rword' alsoli<15SUCCl.""lul ..... nl,·rt;whoha\·"bccn

ml1uenccd by Lo\'~..:r..fl and til<' I;-""k at 11\<, bool 1><'''15 ~ rrom,nent

""d""",menl lromStcrhcn "u'g
J"ncs nghtlv pta,l1eS AuguSI o..'rldh,. ..... 1'10 ..~Iat>hshoo Ih..

Arlham Pn."s with Lllc aim of bringing l.o",uafl'$ work. 10 a wider
~ud,,,,,oc, ""..I '" 1\.>l;poo>,l'le for ,'(l,ning th" Clhulhu Mylhos t..rm
thJt ~t,\1 ",son~I..-s with horror lan~. Th" so...::llon of the 'Aft"rw"N'
thar d;scu~",s mod,,", Lo\'Krah spin-offs and homag" in hl.. r~lur<',

f'lms and gam"s is perhaps mon" d"~,,n!o."d Ih~n Ih" biogral'hicill
Sl'cIion; nonelhelt'Ss. j<.'lll"'l'. wnltnM " mformahve and

communi~~I,'St."thusia~m lor th..' subJt'o;l
Th,sc.:hl1on(ouldlleusclul f..r5IuJ,..,t., .. ltl\<)lIl\h ,I()I'\ly Iislslhe

ma",ril\' of LoH..:rafrs ltll1alx'rahn' w(\r~ and ,,"'lam5 no editonal
kxJtnot...~ tI,~ ..."",r, wuh 'b I;-Ia~l ~alho:t (O"er and cn,er)'
,lluslrations. 'I Io<>t..!; e\'ery lOch Iht' l..bl..od N«ro"""'''·,'". and ml
""';ay""""t in ""acquarnhng myscll wuh lhe sron~.", ...a, only
enhaocedb",tsallr..ctin'Tll."M



James Morrow and Kathryn
Morrow, eds. -TIle SFWA
Europea/l Half of Fame
Tor,2007,222pp,£17.!I'J,ISBN978Q7653ISl66

Reviewed by Davl' M. Roberts

___ lbe SFWA EuropeMl Hall ofF~ pthcn
ll'getherlbSl........ lromronl1n<Tltll E.ul"Opl"

ru~ O>'n the w.t t><ot'nty )"Nrs.

PK'viOU5SFWA Hall of hme ..nthologleS

j have been l'ffarts 10 collect together
Nebula.worthy stori....s that Were ",,!

eligIble for the awards due 10 being
pubhsht'd bclort.' lhl.-v "ere Ir'IiluRuratoo I believe that the ~t-WA

mmllx....~J"p "';IS polled on the ,.oroes for inclusion. 1luII dill,,", in
d\o1lltISr1Ola~5oftt...SFWAilndlht-mtroductionb\~

M~ would 5Ugget that the gn]\" dlrn't SFWA Ul,oh~t W.-:5

$OnM' mllwl tundJng for thc pn:lIC'ct. TIlls mlnlduchon 19"'''.~
history of European SF. and atlcmplll 10 pl.><:e the anthol<>gv ,nto

some sort of conle~l "'hat WI' hil"'" IS a ooll~'<.:"OTl inll'TIded 10
provid"'i1 'l'prt'S<'nlaIIV"5ilmpk of IIOrne of the bt-st SF publl<he<l in
rontincnt"JEuropeo,"crlhelasltwt'nlvyeanlh.1tapredomrnantly
English sp'·....;ng lIud>enn' would not ha" .. accc. to

GlIen !kwt lhl> s«>nes ill\" l.d.en lram such • t>road rangt'o "'th.ll
In05t two ~Iories l'eptl5mlmg ;ony onr rnuntry. how lar~;on !hn' be
uid to be K>present.I"'1' at~ SF col lh.lt rountn-7 Espo>ci.Uv whm
tMt muntry has been through Klme at the pobhc.ll uphe.'i1IsM"en
ontheronh",-",tProb.blynot,·cryfaralall.llQforthelaYIl'..der
dUemptlng to pldre th.. ~lOry into their proper IIt..r.ry and SOClo­
politkal ront".t is 5Qmelhing of d fUlile e.erd.." This is not

neress.1rily .. bad lhin!'; as it th..n 1... ,'<'5 uS wllh lhe slones
lI11'tn!ld,'es.andsothe ..nlhologvhastos!andorf.lUoothequ.htyof
thr fictIOn w,th,n. And $Und it most c..rt.,unlr does. by .lmost ;on,'
s1and..rd thlJ i$ a ~trong rolle<.-t-. and Pid0.in8 QUtllrl>c-st st,'fK"5 i$

.........\. task. 'fh<, COl1fOInPd pnaonen lr1 V.lero Evangellstfs
.xpultura· fonn an '~lOrIl'JlIngly pott'llt 'nl.1&" ,n one Ihi' most

brul.1 pnson systems ..v..r t'Il\'lSo1l1ed. as do th.! parado"cal and
~,1utihll dann'l"S In J....n-O..ud Duny..ch'< 'Separ.tlnns·, The

rt'm••k.."I" ..nd touching "Yoo R..loont~ Ay Noon f'<lmts ..
f'letuN' of a brut..l posl·.poc.lvpsl' !lOdety wh.!... those with
ImperfectIOnS ..... f.nned and hiln~too WIth all I"" respect .fforded
• battery Iwn 'ThereISSlrungSC'ftHofiM>l.ation m .. number at the
stones. The ,de.. that ~f'l"'dl can ~ f..tallS gn~. f'l*'ntlW;:W ",.111:­
,n EInw AI'K'nJ<"\·.'s·A B,rch Tn'O:'. A Wlllle' Fo-" A slOl)'from RuS5Joil
pubhshed.t the end of Ihcrold war whlCh, .. lthough5o!'too.ll'mot..
and ,-rnpty pl ..net, ,s prob..bly the most resnnilnl (from. SImplistic

wt-st<>m perspecti ....l of its co,mtrr's political hl<tory, There rom<'S ..
point w"'"... lhe ne..'<l fur oommunk.llion by .n\ means o..emd<'S the
ronsequences, 'Baby Doll' by JohiInna Sln~lo is I shocking portr")'al
at the rill'd l'f the n«d 10 conlorm for adolescmts. loId lrom IhE­

pomlcl '''K'WclOfW "'ho doo5 not III mtothe....cl ... ' ....... at what
tlwy shook! be. and Andre;,s EschNdl's '",ond('rS; at The Uni.erse·
'S .n ..1ft.'Cl1ng account of an .~Iron..urs final moments on on<" at
Jupit,,"'s moons, out 01 ...ach of n'S(U" E.>ch SIOry In Ihls I·.ried

eOIl<'dlon is nol..ble in its own w.ybuI()neisolparheularnOle This
is Ihe romp"'" and bt'.utlful time-tr.,·<'I story'A Blue and Cloudll!5s
Sky' by 8t'mhard Ribt'oek It 15. pla\'on the fUlfilll1<'nt ofpmph«v. iI5

the Kt>Onll of tne tune .... wrgdv known .s the).. ,.., ..l ...;>dv

happened And form • ~rt IJl the tu"'on· and "'''th of thE- rvton,
"'.... tlS Q~ and .......1 b ..ffect IS ",-"-er mllrtly ob>lOUS. and the
resoIulion ,s sunultan"O'bh" both m(I\ Ing and hodmg

(),w .....ryposllI.·.. 'spectlJltlus.nthology,slhl'emph.u'Spulon
lhe transl,,"ons.and it is good 10Sl.'l' Ihl' translators pmp;!rly Cn..'<llted
for theJr work and r..gard...d asa p,1rtofthee'eallveproce!lS, I::""n
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whl're .... t'lSltng trilml.lltoon t\15tS. .. nP\\' OI'II!' ~ bcft\
rommlSSIOnt'd Acnwdm~ 10 the mtroduction this W.llS donr- .. "to
ronlmuruc..honbel..........uthor. transJ..torand edllOl1Il:O .....SUIl'.n
w~r .. Mpp.. wllh the "-'Suit n.... ....'Sult ot th,s effort is twofold We
eanteason..bl\ aSSume that what w.. cnJ wIth IS as close to the spinl

oftheorigln.1 as can bt're.sonablye'f".,<ted. n.e""sabo,how,,"e,
mo... OOC\$istl'TICY 10 the prose lhan I would MW t\pectoo from lum
...ned source. Gi ...·., ,''''' quahtv clllw """'11, thIS cannot ....U\· be
~ tu be al>ad thUlg. although 0fW <t<- start to wonder 1Jo.,­

mU<hed,tonallnputllwftwi15

1lus is hne antho!oF;\' .nd.. with ,.... tnlrod",:t,on .nd ~"t<'nSl""

story notc-s, mo... than Simply il rollcchon of good stones llle
Marrows' effo,ts 10 create iln overvIew of lhe q,,,,lItv of lhe SF
avall ..ble from conhnental EuropeM"ebt'l'nlarg.. lysucressful With
such .Iarg".nd I.rgd, unlapped "'!I(lUfC\'. It,S 10 be hoped lhilt
I",,", ..ill Ix- mu... of Ih,s h'p" IJl efl,'rt bemg Ilnderlilu-n. to 81\e
t",-"atuSW,thhmlledLtnguagesLllsilC'Cl5!ito~ofrhis6ct>On

George R.R, Martin­
DreamsOIlgs: Book 2
Goll.ncz,2008,pb,£,8.9\I,711pp.ISBN
9180152890098

Rev;ewedbySlev"Jeffery

,J":Jf.",lII ~~~~~~t=f~ Th;
&'<lk ~. A ~1""'p«ltt'r on the CO"ft'.

Dn-."r",>~.~s 11 on lhe 1111.. page) 'S the

.'::::::::::liiiiiill ~:'~ ~~t- ~f :~:~c i='~':~ a'::;
h.lf. mIllion word ...trosp.,ctive of Gcorge R.R Martm's .short.....
fi(1,Of'l. spannmg some forty ,....B. It w.... origlnalll' published by

GoIlancz,nlhelilo.:m2OOb~onem.1SS1".. hardbad... 0rtwm.."'Jl~.and
pl1'\lOUsl}" UlI"" US by SUbterr.l.....an Press r-oo.ll under the hllo>
GRILU .~ ~"v"p«t,lY, though the GoIlaocr editIOnS omll the
iIlustr.twosUllheorigU\ilJL:Sedr!ion

Unfortu.... t..l... l'e not K'!m lhe 1Il"S1""1f 01 Ihls book,. wtuch
C\mt..",s much of Marlrn's "arli"r fiction (including some r.rulllc
wrlhllg) ..nd particularly the Hugo and Nebula Award winrung ilnd
nomInated stlHWS in("1uding, .A Son!: for L" .. ·• 'SMKIkmgs', 1l\e Wa..
of Cross and Dr~go.f. 'W,th Morning Comes \l,stf..ll', 'Blllw!ooms
M... ,houst' Man and '~lghlfll..,,-s· I'~ rNd InOrSl of lho!le of lho!le

prl'\lOUsI\· Ul older coIlectlOl\S and .,tholog>es. and ......... fond
memories at many oftlwm, so I'd u'l/:" yllU ~i1S I ",,11 boo dOIng _ 10
SI'l'louI parts at th,S relfQl<p«t"e (unli'SSyour w.lJl't and your
wristsnn ro!'" wIth the hardback ed1l1onl

Dr""m""JI$' 11, hke Ih.. earlier volume.;s di"idccl inI05<,'VNal
><.'<.:11005. Nch prdace<l with an .utoblOKraph;~aJnote and rommt'11ts
on lhe srories, n.e d'\lSlon bel.......... 800ls I and 11 is nol entlrel ..
rlIronologocal (.llhough rudllmg by the l>lbhograph' al the end Uu.<
'"Olume contaIN mum of the later .."('ri... from the IQIllls on....rdsl
BUllOstart .. esLp bad. 10 u...m,d 19':'Oswlth tlwopenmgsectoon'A
T.1eof Tuf ...hlCh..IS Its name 'mplles_ conlilms IWO'llones f... tunng
Marlm's d~nnmglv IIVaOClQUS frwlaOCO' erologic..1 engint••:r
probk'Ttl-sohw and eaHo,er, thespl"ndidly n.med HaviJ.nd Tur
Tu'. Milrtin 1.......,1" ..dmlls. lak<'lii his Inspiration from a number of
wcoll·knownproo"'O"l;sors(.J1 heoo""n·<'S.I.rg"rthanhf" ..ndwlth
memorable namesj sum .as !\orth..·1/SI SmIth, Dom",ic Fland"
SfIPF~r?.- Jim de Cm and 'tchoIas ,an RlJ'" In'A BusI far 'om
1l97t>J. Tu! is pm.....1ed on~· an ..... \'0\' of one oi I"" Ie$8er hou5\'S lit

LnQnica kJ supptr a S\lf'">Ol'" hghtmR beast for the gmung P"~

boostIng that house's Prf'5II~ ..nd fortune, ~.turall)·, .11 !hP othl.'f'
houses5OQn "-ilnt their own unbe.. ,ablebea.1 and approach Tuf 10
tum, The 51.. k~"" (and Tuf's (....s) esc.. latc ;n il cr"S5IC arm. r"n' of
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ferocious custom-bred monst""" until the 'r>evltabko ,'Ollap5C of
Lyromca·sbloodth,rstvgla,h..loriolpo..·..rbrolmg.ln·Guarol..ns·a
SImilar theme cl i<"lf-dl'fl'atlng escalation lIru;n when Tur IS called to
dal WIth iI71 t'OOloglcal problem on a la~l ... manne planct. In tIus
ea;,e. though. problem5anst" from!ht' d>l'nfs Impal,",1 denw>ds for
qulCl rnul15and 'N1b,lttv to lo0Io. """'Ond lI'qw<:l fl,>.· (..-lueto,,',U be
lam,l .... rlOalmolUanrbod)" ...orlmgmabureaUCTaIICorganUAltMXll..
wlulr Tuf trift 10 Iool bn-ond 10 th", root cause,lnus turns oul-IIS
most l'l'~" "Ill ha,e gul'S5l'd _ 10 be down • lad. 01
rommumahon,)

The ..."t 5l'CI1OI\. 'The Siren S<.tg 01 lIollv ...ooet", deuils ~
frustrations eX Martln's work fur TIar TrriJ.ghl Lmc rlhe Rwd Less
Tra,~'. d,r«!t'd b\' WesCr"''eI\I ..nd ilnong'l\o1l pilot. 'Doorwars'
(l9911·8otharerq>rodlK\"'dhl>reIlS~ong'I\iII!lCflpts.rathcrlhan

~ cut down and bu~ "l'rslOl15 m whIch they _.., rm.lUy

.""
At the urn" hm... Martm was worling on tho' 5~ful shared

..-orld of Wild Cilrd~" two 510ri1'5 from which are 'ncludl'CI In 'Oomg
the Wtld Card Shuffl..•. The premise behind Wild c,m!s i$ a world in
Whichlheoutbreillofanalt..n'irushasd,videdhumanltylntoth~
groups: unaffl'Ctl-d normals: thl' gheltOlzl'd joll'rs. ufflicted with
various. oftl.'llgrolesqul'.ddormltiMand strange abilities; and a(l'5.
outwardly normal In ap~aram:ewith supcrhum;m pow..rs

Shell Games' featur..., Martin's charact..r the Great and rowl'Tful
Turtle, whIle 'From the )oumaJ of );a"'.. r Desmood' "'as ongmally a
frame story lh.1t ran through lJIt, fourth voluml.", Amt Abro<od, tying
lhe "allOUs stona logcthcr mto a M mosaK novt'J~ ratheT than lust iI

rol1ection, Writing th." M..rtin. 5'lv," WIIS onC' of the tougher
a~gnmmlS 0/ tN.> W,ld Card5 uni"I'f'S<!, lInd. powerful III 11 I:l, II
loses 5OI'I>ethinK "'hen p~tN on il~ own WIthout tM stones il
Cl"n\C'nh'dt~

lhe fuwtl and Iongt.-st 5l'CtK!I\. 'The lleart III Connler. bnngs
I~ • number cl bin stories,. pn:f~ M' mother ~at

mtroducbon U'I ..Iudl \l.Jrtm ilrgu<'S ag.>lMl e.t.tIry's ~l cm.....
dumbo:' from th,:- "(Is .fl"'nst HB.1t Durstun"~- when!. <.tI"ippN
oISFnallrapptnp.lheplotolndchotracrersmIRhlfU<las .....U ....n
rotnl' lrom ~ ..'ntem or • ~w~shl>uc:lhng p'ratl' ad,...... tu"', Inste.ad
CRRM.rgues th.ll it)'ou IoxH. hard and dn-p C'nOU~..-;!her~''''

all 8.>1 Du",tnn Ml'trie, or none of them .."" Ih","", fU~1 ~k>ncs ..bout
people 'I' d,lferent ~Itu.otlons So in tlus !'l'Ctlon w.. h.l".~ I.... World
Fantuv Award no,·..lla '1lle Sl.m Trade'• .1t>oul pm'all! InvOI'$l:igator
Ranch Wad.. and Wlllte the Werewolf b'l"! an..>thl-'r story In whod> the
idea of turnm!; It mto an ongmng projl'l,1 l.",oJ<'".'<J through
orcumslanc1'. dl~lr.a.etlon or ·..,..... 'US ",lnul'fu'). ~ ~10f)' 0/ r''''l'nge
and hmetrn..1bUIlt around a ch~gam..., 'Unsound Vanallmu'. and
'Th<-' ~k...tge MIght'. a prequello Mart,n's epIc A s."'.~ 1" F,rr and /cr.
FantaSyrl'adel1lwil1 pr,w,'blv see this as th.. h,ghlight ot th.. volume,
bUl for m.. Itlacl.s the depth and moral amb'gUlly of the novels.
while 'The <;lln Trade', 'The C"ss Flow.." (a story about
immortalit\" pow..r and de.irej and 'I'ottralls of Ih~ Childl'l'tl'. in
whichalll!lf-ob<ot ~land,l"behoroest.d~rl\'unrll'asanllwrileris

h.1unted b\' his own Ol'aho"," .11'\' subller darler and mo...
SUC«'5..Jul

T..lena•• who;>1e, Drna!uo>".':" is .. fine f1-'!ro-p«ti..... of 5OITM' o(
the best ~tonn In th... ~re from a wntet who thml.!. and ca~

<k'..pl"aboutlusart

Stephenie Meyer -TIle Host
Spu..."London.2:Oll8,'I~pp,n.1.9'15BlI."I8-I~.uI8J6

Reviewed by P~ul B~I~m.ln

Steph<'rue \l~-ver lws wntt"," Ihrel' Mtsdhng no\',,1s for ~young

J'C'Opk'. about umpIres .lOO Tnt H<.t<1 IS heT hl'$l ".adult'" nmrt'~

though the H"rrv P.'If" t:oooI-s contaon I1'IOIY !It'~. s.....anng ~
",o1en«-'. and rtuhp l'ullm.m deals WIth mol'\' grown-up themes.
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Appilrently she dOl,sr'-t read much
'"oIJJIplreLlcralul'\' Mol'\' telling ,s th.1t
she dorsl'd rNd. mudl SOl~ fkhon
A number of th", Arnuon rr,'K'W5

follow lhe Silme conclw,lOIl ~I dard
hlesoence rK't1OO but I lile Uus·
Hmm

50 ..-hat 15 th", bool about' WI'I~

the Earth lwsb<oo. unWed bysteallh

by pilI'aSIIK si" worm·ble Cl'Nture
GllIe<lSouIs ..hichtaM-'up~in
people's Ile'Cl's and control lhe<r
bQches and mrndJ. bnngong pL'1ICt' to
the violent human world Slm,l~lidl'.15

NV1.' ""'" ""plored on HeonleU"l's TIar
Pu~ ALas'"", nor /II!W:W" I1{f~ 8oJ,¥ 5""r~ and TIar ,'I.-flits. but
Mer.... tales a more femmUll' appro.Kh 10 th;, premIse ~s thIS '5 more
charilC"ll'r-baseclthan pIOl:-driwn. A human,. Me"nl", Irl..... to l,lI
herself to SlOp bemg laleo o\"('r by a Soul. bUI fall~, The Soul in
question. Wand....,r. has itvi'd on a vanet)' of planeIS m diff..renl
bodies ov..r lhe m,!I('nnia When a Soul tales over a host body il has
ac~ss 10 all th.. individual's mtm\ori~'li. Mclanl..', IllCmOnl'5 are
important as sh.. was part of a '"'-'Sistan"" gr<lUp and th.. Souls want to
slamp lhem OUI. Or alleast the few militant Souls, lnoIVn as 5l-elel'll.
want 10, Wand..",r 500n di$cQ\'''~ Ihis isn't iI5 ....sy at II seems
Melani..'s nund 15 stili actl\'e, keeping mformatlon from the SouL
Wilh lime W..ndl'ltt l~am5 of MeI.rni..·s brother. )~mi... and her
00)'fnend. Jared l1w memories and feclings for tl'l:m are 50 pow/.'rful
that Wanderer OOrtll'l 10 f..1l in love WIth them and dOlSn't tell the

Seelers. Soon Wand..rer goes ""'1"'1', rqectmg her own "'nod.. and
8raJll!5 to fond out iI Jam... and jared lire sldl .llVl'. h.dmg OUI in
Anzona She fonds the~ group and IS uLm CIlpl"~. The
no\·et then follows how ,-ariou<!' mc=ber.-'i of the group b..-ha, ..
towarcb her, from QUhOus ~thusiitsm to OUlnghl dl5l1US1. and how
she,"~...ldintotheirgroup

Ifs fTom thDpoont I found dbea.meabltduU.nd dldn·I...,..Uy
SUSb.n mV inlneSt lor the l'ftl\&ll'lUlg four hundred pagl'S
E.\.:wmliaUy, nor 1-/"", could twvo: bc..n betl..r had I1 ban half u..,
Ienglh, lronially. I W.1S dlWppoin!t'd tIus world of Souls !Ysn'1 hem
~...plored to.my depth to lKItlSly me, butlh15 milY be rectI/lIod lIS
M~ 15 aln'.ad)· at work on. sequel Bull doubt nl bother WIth any
sequdsase\'('nwllh fortyorfi/tyyt'arltog"ofmyhfe. tl~re,sn't

enough tune 10 waste on this sort of thing. In short, nil' I/~I ha.! .ts
enl('rlam",!; 1>10""-'1>1$ but I wasn't "Ii impr<=S<i<'d o1li oth..r read"rs
Undoubl.'<JI)· thIS will end up ....ar the top of the Vector R"aJs of lhe
har poll mak"'g me feel slupid, but to pillOlphrase a Will 5<.'lf TV
....vi..""··l rcadlhls&oyou don't hav.. to. So don't H

Karen MilJer- Empress
Orbit,London,~008,£7_99.pb,6oI6pp,

158'" 918184149677J
Reviewed by A.P.Canavan

£1tlpfrSl; IS the ru-sl bool '" Mren
Miller"snew~"tnlojl;vu.

her p ......·ious (.mIIlSY ~

kill~."'ouf't~thll'IOI')·is

pomanlv a ronll"S .-.f ~g/.' uJoo
followmg lJIt, dltlocull hJe of a
voung d..tract..... .as the'v try to male
lhe<r wav ,n th", world In ltus case

It is a roung ww gIrl who ""'~
Iwnielf Hebl The Sft"'l'T'c ""'tu.... ot
Ihi~ mmmg of a~ portal quesl is

oflSt'! somewhal b\. the harsh and I'l\/.'rClJes& Sl'lI,njl: of lhe bod of
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Anthony Nanson­
Exotic Excursions
AwenBoolu,2008,C7.99,149pp,tlp.
ISlIN9780954613773

Revi~w~ by Martin l.ewis

'This <VJk.ction promi,.." to map
~the terrilOf}' betwt'm 1""W'l
..-nhng and ~('lI1 .....hsrn~
Actua.ll\"lhcoterntorvltco\-er'S1S
....thf'r broadn than th;aL

Reg;ord"- 01 rrr or mode
~gh. t!ll're ilI.grw;t dea!0I
uruformlty to thee stOOCllland In..
operung s1nry. "The Thulgs W..

Low' pfO\ldet SClI'l\l!'lhmg of;a

our Golden A~r manner Our three prolagorusts. who were all
....l'Ol'lIinlhestroS8....,~renuw tT)"ingloliWflClrmaJ lIn'llland no.lnr
...ardldnotmal.eth.emnch.

Although thropening i5\ef)·strong.qu'dJyl!5tlbhstt.....g Ihls
...-orld and our protlgortblS' place on the out:sl.1rts of iLl found the
O\'erall pKing of the TlO\~ rather weak. Afl... thr first :-:::! ~ges. w~

TNdI the mlddlt Sl'dJonw~ .....eryonr·5 adl\lhes and nnl 5I"'P5
ha\~ been ~llbhstwd They thert spend lUst under :!OD p.ogcs
repetl"W'ly~gthroughthe_while ....I'I~lorttw"""ttoll
ofpiot tolnO\~th.eminlotherightpi""" 10 n'lftt up for thedun."-,
and ~ubOn.Once thall\aJ'PC'l"!'. Illrnprm'e ;aSlen

R'ngll"5r>;penenn' w,th thr dwendlsuccessfully mmmul\Killte I
trulyallmrnoounterolbothpl..ltt-andpeoplr.~fINI$l'Cl:ion1S

""C1ttngand~lth-lalingbutlslartedloft!eIth;altherewllSl\·lg<>ing

to be room enough in th" one volume for the slury Morgan w~l".d

to len I had lhal ~Uh-oh. here comes a trilogy" ft'ehng wh,ch ......ans
that the resolullon for whIch you'n' invested your h~ '5 going 10 be
ddaved for another Iwo volumes. lnlhfontd, we got ttMo resolution in
thisvolu~butilw~sahlllerushedronsidenngthcolt'isu",lybuild­

"P
The",isaloluffau\divel"5llyd15playoo in [~char~ctensahun.

Twu of the Ihrec protllgoms15 a'" male and the third is 11 blol<l' with
hiS. whu jU5t happ"-'ns 10 be half alien. Surt'ly in lhe 21s1 century,
where women unaccountably consider them~lves to be fully half lhe
human ritC\'. we should ha\'e "'0\'00 past the ~womcn as aliens"
dlche7MOlS[ot the othcTfl"l11<lled>aractfOTl; were bcld.ground sla,'es/
...·hort'\<. WIth the ""<'\'p1I0n5 being the mother who Inshgates the plot
by fomng Iwr son to go Ind rescue In.. n..lpless (lema"") l'lrlun Way
lod,v..",ih' Mr MOI'gIn. '~wn.He's ...allynotSOU1gtobeup for the
Tiplr«'Aw.ard any tm.... soon. :'>;or does it ht-Ipth.:tl the only 8"}

dIM-. en.l homophobic world has enoush pn\llege to nOtd ;uw
~,Andlefsnot5lartOl'lConanthrb.arb;tnln~

Where~~ 15 ground th;at he \..no..., ....,It the delmpteon

and n.llTiIhl .. .Ire Vffy ell d<:Jnl'. n-, arrlhco bftt f'l;hl~ l"\'e
.........~ Ifs.ll ...a}~ de.ar whalsgoeng 01'1- ...·hosdOlT\~wlwt. whv
;and how Ihrv're dOlllS tl ll>e p.aswgl" .a~ fluid Ind lmehc.
OOII\inClng ~'OU INt ant man WIth the ngllt WCilpon cln t.tk down
th..... nomIn.lUyAlpomoral_

1lus ....i1S mv flTSI RJchard Morgan omd while I1 dorsrl"t m.ale me
w.anltoreadhlSb;>clc;alillogue.lamcauhou~IY'"terrslc'd.... wh.:tlhco
wriles I\l'"\t HowC'\W I m.ay ......11 W.lllt for m} Inblcd fncnd~ to read
and recommend them lirst.

I don'l 5"" thIS bool as an aw~rd-wmner, It "'-IS I moderatel\'
"",o)'ilble read that 1.lI\..es ()rI(> step forw~rds~nd Iwo barlln tenns 01
idea~ e,plored (plu~ pomls for histoT}', mmus pomlS for gend"r and
rulturalideas),Therell'l'worsebookstota4!onhohday.

Ric.hard Morgan - TIle
Steel Remains
Orion. 2OOfI,C12..!l9,4Ipp, hIb,ISlIN
97l10752891S07

Rrviewed by renny Hill

I had he~rd Ihat Richard MorgilU'S

ne.t book was going to be f~ntasy,

however p;1rt wly throush J lookoo
at the world he Iwd crealcd and
thO\lght "No-Ihlsisl 'lCit!nce-nctiOJ\
premISe p~t«l U I fanlasy"
CI'Jticall\',lbeIW\lehehas~1o

do Ih,s b«aUl't' 01 the lhird.strap-line
on the proof n"'\'lew ropy ..,.."..

flnlil5Vm.arkt'tisth..... hmesthesiZ<'oflhco~fictlOnm.arl.et-.
As marletinlt rl",,~ ,:('1, this (1nl' should IUa'l'ed "'hIll' there are
_ .Ill"""" iInd .ad\·anred I~, !h<'v are ....troduad as
demorl$ ;and mag>c and ifs not loo much of I stretdl to conllnue 10
readthrmasllUdlifvou ..~.

I hled tlvworld hIStory J'""""f1red lollS. All toooflef\. a fan~
no"d I5lbout the blg ildventure. the ultima'" "'-.IT By contrast. hm.­
..........~ a world ...here the w..r has •.rlndy IYppenrd.
~civdl5ilhon~ has been tnumphant O\'l"l' In.. in\.adfts and 15 now
~ng (rom In.. afteorrn.alh in .In e>.hausted ~Whal happmed 10 ll"mplalr for ...-hat follows

Mlj,al. h has fln'ours of ancient Persia And tho! Aublan Nights. and 15
more remlOl.S<:t'tlt of Marsan'!! Wei$' RD$r co{ Iht PIl'f'htt trilogy lhan
Funl Herbert's D"M~. although lhere are 51mil;anltell to both. if
notlOtlC'Ql"'.Indscale

A$ has beco~ char.octenstK of her work. il IS Mlllef's characters
th;aldonuNtethestory.lr>dwhidl f1esh out hcrskeletal pIoI.Desplte
thi5. few of the Ct'tltr.ll charaoctl"rs;are hl.eolble m~y way. TheimiW
goodw.ll cn';akd through the plight of HeL.at IS 5000 squmdered as
the duld boeromes • Nrd. ;anosant harnd.an who!le d,AIogue md

mterior" rnonoklgue berome both repetlhn md Irntiltlng The reader
fuels htllt pltasure In her nse to power, despite cormng 10 respeC'l
HeLot's dn~, fOC\lS md ;ambItion. Perhap!l part of ltus IS Imked 10

...hal~tobethe~fOC\15ofthestoty.annplor.lbOnof.l
societv dom'n.l1t1<I by.l h.nsh and mrrciJess religion that mat~ the
nsours of the unforpving land in which both~~

Wlldsl MI,..k is not truly .. IheocritC)". IhoP: ,nfl.......,.. and

prevaJenn' of the powerful, hard·hne,. Nnd.lmenlilhst religion
domln.ltl'5 the land Each and """ry ad ., w",gtw:d '" t..nns of the
god'5 dl'$lgn and fl'ar of the military 15 SoJrondary 10 fl'ar of the
Godspeaker pnesthood, to whom even the Warlord5 must defer lest
Ih(')' be deemed s;nful or achng in a way contrary to the
mterpnolationo(the goo's will. It is a land of fear, supeTl;htion and
dl'rieaJ magic, and the god is harsh and bloody. d...manding
obedll.·nce....crifire.ndregularcostlyofferings. H...latdl'nvesmud,
of her strenglh and drive from her SlnC"l're t>eliclthat shl' is an
instrument of hcr god. and Ih,s .1l0Wll her tu su«ftd aga.nst
imf'055ibl... odds Yet at the SiI~ lIme \illler .....ploretl the dC5lruClin'
Ntureofsuch I ngld ildhel"t'l"n'toan tnf1e"bledoonne, It is both
thetrstmWhandlheircul'5l.'

An ;added bonus to thIS ...hbOnlS In enter. "'""" WIth Mlller.lt the
~. Whtl~1 not e<pea.Uy pomred or thoujthl pl'O\'olulg It IS still ;on

InSIghl ....'0 the author;mod M- wOJ'k and ~Id plea. fans.
By no "",.Ieu a swreping epoc. thr religIOUS Wlllng of thIS story is

Ilrno5t entnRUmg n.ough to carry thr reader through. and m..
slightl~' hNvy handed plot hools promtS(' lk-dopmenl mto
somettu"t': p-ander in the """I twobools. h .... 01 M- stylt WIll not
l'C' du;>ppomlt1<l but new .-...ders ma\' flit<! ,t .I little repet1bn' omd...~.
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An enginet'r (and amaleur palaeontologisl) gOt'S to Africa 10

su~r\'iS{' a water plpdme project he helped sel up. Whilsl lhere he
finds indiCillions that dinosaurs may shl! be ),I'ing in this remote

corner 01 the world. Acrompani'-od by native guides he goes insean:h
ofonesuchcrealureand,wilh "eryliltlemridenl. fmdsit, only to
discover Ihalit IS dying because oflhernilllg'-'S10 Its habitalcauS<Xl
by the pipeline It "ods with hisrealisation-signpostl'd by lhe lil1e­
Ihat wealwavskill the Ihings we love.

A!lhirteen page5 IhiS is one of the longest storics In Ihecol!eetion
but 11 is stIll rather abrupt. The"" are more "ign<'tt"" than slorK'S,
impr..>ssiorllstic ralher than narrative, O\'er a.5 soon as Ihey han·
begun. 'The Thmgs We Love' IS nowhere near as lrile or as moralistic
as my bald SYnOpSIS mak,-'1l it sound bul bolh lhese IhrealS are
lurking in the background of Nanson's work. TI,e then,,," of
pastor,lhsm and colonialism ~re overwhelming and all the Slories end
onsurnamom~""lofminorin",rnalrel'elation. Every final sentence
IS desIgned 10 Impart Mt'anmg but the effect, particuLarl}

rumulati,·ely. is lhal lh" r"ad"r is !Jt,alen Ol'er Ihe head wilh
Nall';()n'sphilosophy

Nanson wril"" welL if not parlirularly nrilingly. Fora wriler
who make!' dear in his inlroduction that his Ivork is infuSL"i with
spirilualism he is surprisingly rigorous. If anything it IS so self­
consriouslypreciseastobcslighllyslifling. It isnolhiswnlinSlhal
pro"es the problem IhouSh buI ralher his subi'-'<1 The problem wilh
Irying loconl"ey Ih" i""'ffable is lhal it IS, well, ineffable Nansonis
wella ....areofthisandel'ene"?lIdllyaddr~lheproblemin
Touching Bt.odrock'

"1 poinl~oddol'l'n althesea, hoplrl~shen\lghlpen:ell'ewhat I had

~rcell't'(l. Ih.1t our eyes WOuld meet in an i!piphany of
understanding ... TO ronv")' to her whal lhe SIght meanl 10 me
suddenly M.-eml'd a gr"at labour thatOllce S{'t upon wouldoblit"rate

the 1'-'IlUOUS {('('lmg it SO"ohlloe"press.~ (D)

Itisa slril'ingforlhelrnnSC"l.'Ildl'Illlhalhe r"mainsunabl.·10
realise Sel"erallime!'whilsl re.lding Ihecoll<'C1ion I WaS slrudby
how much beU"r Nan.s()rl·s conrernscould bcS{'rv~-d in vel'S<'ralher

Ihan prose. Instroad it really onl" amounts to a skelch book of
aUlobiographlC"alandanthropologicalobservalmns,solhalalthough
il contains a fair perc.mtagro ofmalenal th<lt could be ronslder...'-'d
fantastic, £rol"; £rCl4rsioOlS is unlikely 10 be "f Irll"...est 10 Ve<:tor
readers. In lacl. il is so strongly pel'5Ol1al Ihat its.'udiencp i~ pr","","I}
I'erv hmiled indeed. perhaps lin"ted solely to the author himself

Philip Palmer­
Debatable Space
Orbit,2008.£I0.00,oI1~pp,LlpISBN

'J71l1!Wtol'J6191

Reviewed bySimon Guerrier

Space pirale Flanagan de'dares war
on the el'il chief eXe<:\llll'e officer

of lhe human unl\'erse by
kIdnapping hIS daughter The
"Cheo" has already allow,-od

Ihousands of his offspring 10 die,
so whal makes young Lena SO
speciaJ7Well. for one Ihingshe's

i•••• nolnearJr!lClyoungassh"OC<.-'mS...
l'hilipPalmer'sDr!JlllabltSl'tlCl

is a sprawling space opera <;el ol'erhundreds of years.ll·s lively.

e.\citing and packed with id"...s, yet Ill<! aulhor'~ afterword mighl be
aboulanolhcrbookenlirely

P.,lmer S.lYS this is rigidly hard SF He'luol~'Sbooksonquantum

Iheory and emergt'rlC1' and mocks the te1eport.ltion booths in Niven's
Ringworld. Yet while the phY~lcs m,ghl be e~trapolaled from Ihe real
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IhinglheSlorylsshambolicfantilSY·
~ huge incidents described don'l .......m to have much

consequence - plans either work or fail. th., characters jusl keep
bug,ger;ngon. Alone point, for "xample, an army fills Iheyears on ils
way to a baltlefield by breeding thousands of reinforccments. We
start to g.'l to know some of Ihl'se Ind,vldual children, who are then
abruptlysamficed wIthout a second Ihought-bomand kIlled off in
thesp;oreofa few pages. Only one p;orenl is Iraumallsed by Ihe loss.

The le\tual cleverness doesn'l help. D;fferenllypefaees convey
diff....rl'rlll·oire!l.~rearegapslnlhelexllospelloulwhent-lple

are thin\..ingor flying. Kidnapped Lma is ed'ling her own slory, o'!Ven

as we read il. Al on" poml wc'r~ 10ld 10 skip lhrough an mfodump to
gel b""k to theadion. Al its mOSl annoying il takeslhr....... pages to
spell out Ihe word "Antimatter" ingianllellersand seven pages to
.say,"Youareprey".

This all g'v"" the sensro of brash eff.""1 wilh liuI" substance behmd
it. Characters rardy""'m chang,--.,j byth"irexperience. In facl,lherl"'s
1I1lledifferenhalionofcharaderoln.,rlhan lheirbeing pissed off or
homy. The cast are crude SF an:helypes-a space pirate rorkslar,a
se,y cat woman.. a socially In<'pl geek. an al'en madeoUl of flTe
Thl.-'y·r.... cle-'er bul also shallow and cruel There's no wit or kindness
and any surpnses come from Flanagan OUI-manlpulatlng t-lple or
haVing to commit app;oHing acts o( violence (wilh Ihe noblesl
mOli,'",,)

Lena is no betler-spoilt,selfish and resent(ul of the long past

She's had an ~"Ventful lif.... fighling inl"mational criminals, crealing
Ihe links belw('(>n Ihe stars and l><-'COmins the hmt ['r...'Sid"nl of
Humarul\·. I'm nol sure we're meanl to believe all of thIS - Ihe book
doesn'l sa}'she's lying as such, but she's beI."n pivotal to Ihe major
dc"elopmenlS m crvi!iSillion (ot2tXlyeaTS. yet wilhout evergethng
Ihe=-'<lil.

Lena first made her name Ihrough a radIcal inlerpretation of
emergence Ihoory. 8ut her life's work (untJllhal poinl), a mash up of

hard physics, psychology. history and popcultu ...... was ridirull'd b)
the ,1cadem,cs. palmer', book likew1.5e mashes up all kinds of WIld
ideas inlo one br.lsh and leeming narrahve. BUlthere'sHlIlesubllel)

orinSlghl.andane~cessofe"plosionsandmadviolence

lI's fun and e"dunji\, wilh some greallwlst, (.lnd some which feel
100 much likechcatmg). But ullimately Ihisls a br35h. adoles<.'t'nt
all,·,,,,",,,, Anll that w""ld Il<" fin... if Palm.... dinn't "'I'm In think h",~

writl~'llSOmelhingd.....

Colin Odell & Michelle
Le Blanc - Horror Films
K.meraBooks;2001;2lHpp;£9.99pb;
rSBN:lO:llH24321!W/13'
9781!WU321Bllincludesdvd
<onl.lningshortfilmsl'lnlsISmin),
s,,""g.,(l7 min).nd Chi(kt" Soup (7
minU

Reviewed by Cal)' Dalkin

H<lrtVrfilntsis"xadlywhallhelille
says. a book.lbout horror films. and
a DVO conlaining 3 short horror
films. I grew up avidl)" studying

books like thIS, nOlably Carlos Clarens' Horror MOl''''S All III1,Mmlro
S,m'l'y.and a SITlall Brilish gUIdebook to Ih... gen"" whose htlel can
no longer recall. The difference between those old"r books and this
lalesl by Colin OdeU and Mlchel]e Le Blanc, 's Ihal Horror Films

makl'S a democratic survey of lhe entire global output of horror
rinema.andunlik... moslbook'lgivl'Sduew"ighlIOlhcprc-t,'1J..ieer....

R'-'gUlar r"aders of Vtclorand Malrixwill rlL'ed no introduction to
Ih" authors. being familiat wilh Iheir amusing and pl."rcepti,'e



review& and .rtkl wh,ch 1..I'e enlivened BSFA publkatiort!i ttili;

lasl decade_ In the'r new bool. Odell and Le Bla"" bnng theor
....Ihu~ia&m, !IOfl'\C'ltm~.. idlO5l'ocrat,c wnlmg slyl... and "ast "",wrng
'-"'p<'rienn:o to a It'g,on of f,lm,_ ThIs dynamIc duo havc !I<.'en

.,..·...rylhing, froom 194O'slndlan ghoslslonl."l, to~kl.lc..n masM.--d
w~t"'" v& monster flleu 10 fl"IOR' fam,lIar fare ~uch ;05 Hammcr
horrol'lland 'l'Idoontihes'

'Thebool<i&d",ded'nto(ive~rls.alengthyand,...,bstanli.J.l

introduction which ;maJ.-sa lhe nIIlUft' of w gmn.-. followed b}'
!i<'J>"-rale sectIons rovenng wrapt', the An1oC'I'ias. ASl.I and
Australasia, Uch 01 I~ 5«t1OnS. l;.o.ar~ last, whICh IS 1't"l'V short.
offer &1'TIU3~ cha~ focu mg Of! rountnt'S or regllll\§ w,th
partKular Irad,ttoJnS of horror film production. limre there are
chap!...... on Bnush, J~IW\, Fft'OdI. German. Sp..rusb. 'I;orth
Amencan &: Canad..... and C"",lr.1 and South AIl'"Il.'nCan,. Ja~.

Honp; NJnIl- KOI\"an and IndIan '-"'or ono..'1l\Q. A""raba and 'ew
ualand.rr~~,,"inthoeAuW' ..l.tJiawction,Apa"from.
gmn-al tustOJlalI $Urw,. In $Ch d>aJl*r. $Ch lI«bon erw;b WIth a
more ddil.lk'd chn:nologif;l1 rt'>_ of Jir'~ landtNIrk films froom

the ~pIu•.,j~ ......kr considcr.>tion Thee reI'iewl; arr

m-1 .. pagt1ong-.:h.andspanthoe~fromn..-CM""''''Dr
C",'S"" (1919) k>C.oo;d', (....... II2OCOI. fl'Ol\'"l Tht""""'-c(t~Opm<
119"'.5)lo~/t4(2005~ from c;..pm.lGoJ-..ti"'lll'l5-lILO ThtlhJ«l (2006)

Of rourw tht problem WIth. bool. h thos, and II would .pph
JW.l.u much If tIw pa~rounl_I ....()or~ b.-sgrr.ter. and

one OI-er whICh tIw ~thors m"" have 'gon~ al 1en8th. 15 w ....1 10

leal't' out.nd IUsl hctw much to ~l" o1O<>ul thie f,lms they ha,'t'
tndudN nw book l5~Iy a ... hutlt-slop tour hen-on!' will

beab""loc.rp.bout~thall5mlSOolng.andmvto~

grumble would ~rd thie om_ of /)(>" I UJpk ....."., (19'7J~ But
thallS re..llv beAde Iht' pomt beau. ........1 tht> author, do w,th both

tremi>nd0'\l5 ''nVe .nd COIl5lderable lnowloedg<> is p.m,ide .m
Intmdooion 10 tht> gent't' on. glob.ll k';Ik! whlCh ....-en dooic.. ted film

fa-ns will find al Ieflt In pari t>nJighlelung, hndonS prel'iouslv
unhe.1lrdoffillTl5toaddlot"",musl_lisLEqu,,l1ythoeau!hors
provide whal amount 10 warning. CQnC1':mJnS 0N1.1n t,11es whidl no
~ '0 I"",,. nghl mnl<! would w.nt to watdl. Bul nt'\.". fear. Odell &:

lelllanc ....ve ...·alchedtnem"OWt'don·tha"eto.
As for the lhree &horl films. which .lmnmglv ha.... bypassed the

BIlFC .11 a", rntelV'llng, SonYgr .It 17 mmutl.'5 being thoe ID06I
subslantLillandovertlv'homfic'

.!!S11i!:."!~. Judith Park - Y Sqllare One
hnT"1I'$J,2008,ES.OO, l80pp, ISBN

llifl!iiiiiijl" 918O'7~9S2O!l7Ih'vtewed by Jam" Bacon

Judith I'ar~ ,s a German of Korean
orogin who produced h.er first mangaA
!WII,'," 011( .. I e'ghteeo. Living in
C",m,,,n)·. her wor~ is writtt'n In

Germ.ln and Iranslated ) 5~ua", o,,~

IS "bout. tcmilge boy and hi$questfor
lht>thmKSthatteenat>ebo)--a;alldCSlre
and f!'!;p«iallya girlfrit>nd. We follow
the.KtlOn$of)Ol;hilili.md his envy of

.m Adonrs danmale Yag.. te Ih~ hunger for girls lc.lds h,m in
de<pcration 10 wel .w.v,ce from '(agale and It all moIItly g""" qu'~

wrong A fun IIlIepcr....ps. wlthanunderlytngnastmeM ..boutthe

er1ldl)' of tl"ft>ols""- 11 III .. IIghl re.w. and .-·...r gcls deeply inlo I""
psvdw> of modem louth_The am.·orl. IS qu,le nlCr and Pad has the
~'e for young Inl'n, w,th our prot.gorust • qu,t.. good IoolIng boy

despite his la.cl of apparenl apPNI. In. ''fT)' androg)o-nous w..}'.
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Peach-Pit - Zombie-Loan 1
&2
lenT'reH.lOO8,bolhES.99,ISBN
978(175951)5)11<918075952869

ReviewedbyJamesB.con

A ~urre.1 concert .nd • hl'el" sto...
Mochlru ).;,ta has Shuug.mu E,~

wludl ..lluw """ to sce an rn,is.lbk
rtl1g around po.",.plt"s no....-:l.$ ,,'hodl
mJ1C..t''''lhctrd~.. lod"alhSht>
mt...OUtwoOO".,;.looschooLO"....
Al.atsul.. and Shilo TachiNna. ....hoJr
nn~ Indocale thev should be dI.';od,

MId promptly f~. The,- ....I~ segood .. deal ..,th H».iBIE-LOAN
and ...., ... 1"\'<1d00 death m rrlum for hunlm,; zombtt5. Tht>y are not

frimds,klth.o' .. IO'no;dlOf/;l:therl;>v~II,.E.ochullht>mh.o'-e

pow~ of lhelr o...n Shilo MId am.. dt'Od" \hrchiru ""') be more
U!oCfuIah,'t'than<k<1d,l..,j~JOlnsthml.nthnrhunlultlw~o1d

Fanl;osUc.a)Jy Shito's h<1nd CiOn CTt'ale a Rugn SuperB,g Red
Re:ih.I... l. tNIgnum "I'V'Oln'l' MId Chi... hti ......\an,i w,th speci<11
Jl">WCft-5omI.',IOkn.ce,t>IpC'OolllybetWft'nI"'-lft'n>.J5a~todd.

bul there rs mum 'p1ntu••.hn and t'\-,'" s~mpathr ror ...nqurshed
Z<>rnboes and the bool.o ..re quod. f""C"d wlth.1I tht> Sweet oddness
and lNppropri.J.t...-- of .. tl'o'n~~ P"oldl-Pit LI> .actu.oUy
l>\-ola<lw:s. &nnStn<k>andSlukllo ENn "hou~ tht>1r IIlk! lrom
the bar m the n' show &torrllrf H.lls ~~IO_ Thom tiotv arr 10 sumlar
thry .....~ and thty reru,nly nlthelr. 800d
rq>ulollion fur BWqo -«autdul ~'oung femole -.rtworL.-

Jose Carlos Somoza - Zig
Zng
IbqwrCollins, 2008,SCHpp, SH.9S,
hIb,IS8~r.aot:l6I19)nl

Rfvifwtdbyl..nWat50n

E\ll.:d fromCuoo.:llthl' age 01 on.'

for pohll...1 n.'ibOns. Jose C..,I05
Somol.a l.'o oovlQUslv unu~uaL (Well

olwv. hl5l'"rcnls wt're e'pcllcd. III

the dlrectlnn of Spain, -Smt
paclmg- w"uld b/, thl.' wrong lerm

sin(\' an they w"re ,IUowt'd to t"l.e

1
.1I..ti:~ with them was th...,r mfant son_1

Aftl'r gr"Ju;ltlng In ps)<'h'alr)'.
Somo£,l tool up wnt,ng fuIH,m.. )4

yea~ ago, with <:umpl", crim" no.e1&, on" of which won ,I major
emtlc aw..rd; wh,lc h,s fiflh, TIlr .1r!I(,"ml /11,,,,/,'1'5, selm Ihe Andent
Gn.'I.'CC of Plato, netted Ihe Goldl'" Dagger AW.:lrd of lhe UK Crime
WntL'rS Associ..hon. A rouple of ye.:lrJ "1\0, I chose Somoza',
subsl.'quent 11uArlu{Alur,l... uonc oftl",Sbcst SF no\els of the
""ar;and here he ron..esag,lm m h,s third tr..nslaled novel.liKz"s,
....,th a perversely Crotl'- crimo.' 'C'I.·hnothriller whirh is al Iht' ume
timl>.~lag;lln,oneoflhcl'e...-besISFno\'f!lso/tht>Yfl'r,de.alingas
ildoes.lngeniously. wllh Slrmg 1"'-'01)' olll .. me..ns of 'ie-wlng limes
!"',.

Maths 8""U5 D.'id 8Lane$ has de"elopE!d ~ bnlh..nt and
conlrovers,al lheory that time 15 mode of Slnnlt-'_ ....hlCh CM! be
opened .....,th parlKk .KCl'leral.", at II'l()dest though "et)' prcrist>,
Ievdsofenetg)·.•lIowtnIlShmf'S"$ottht'p.ulSI..... ...-eryp.artlcleof
IIghl h.u bme Mnngs cookd up U\loHJ.> ,t M..lhs wIZ E1i$a. Roblado

,..., ... ,,'<'5' '-erycha.lJengmg most"rdas.s ..Ion): WIth Il"'lous n.-al
RKardo IRK) Valente Sha-tp(". n$Ulttnlt In both berng ....cnllled..aIong
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With 01n..."TS (induumg ~ p.ll.lOOntologlst) mto 11 M"Cret proj«1 on 11

Imv 'sl..Jnu ,n the md"", OceilJ>_ ~. duly ghmpse dll'll801Un and
Jerus,alcm in )J ....0 (the red stuft 0/ hme ~ U 11 gl1'lIl id...~), )-..1.

UlOSe who \-_. (he pasl ~OO t'>.~~ powmul and weird

ps\"~lC3llr~um.H- and !hen th..- murd<.:n b<>gm. to \i<.iouSllnd

t'>.1~ IInd me'\F'h"H>~ thal .....en~~ hardened wlhlese of
the.1lftflm.lthsCiIJ> IOSJI:'I!>eirSMU'" (I struggle m "am nof lO~the

tnm Ifter·\bl~1 II 15 lIl5 if 11 slldisU<" demon 15 pwushmg tho!J,r

m\ ....l\fdtnthe~

T~ \('.1lnon"'lIrd. "I' onh' grlllto.ully Ie~m otboul wNol happmed
prn'iQusl\', and what 15 happenins in the preen" 115 Ihe- auu'lUWY
desIgned Nlrrllh\<' slI1fuJI\' propeb us onWIIN tn tUCU'Lll1Jon and
lerrorltwouJ,dbellromplct..-pIotspotkTtos,ayw~thewo1ution

kith<- ~",jul mysten' is 5CiI'rl1ific or d('m(ln()/,;>gKal (or "'"en won<»
,~ lrom 1'3rlv on wo. h,)\'" known the ;>nS\'>'t"l"... tlhout \..now'n(l il;
and I'verdhln8 bclong5. indudinll: aD the ,'~ri~m - nothing's
gralultOU\, how,,",''''' gratmtOl15 it Ma)' '\l'I.'m ThIS is In utterly
haunllng bool. with a cuUin~~g.. (hler3l1y 10') sa~'Tlhfic

Nckground. upon which Somoza plays Il.'maruble coldmNs of a

,'irluoso. Sume sc\.""'-'" oul·Egan Greg Egan. and Tlm=1I1" 5('<>ms a bil
Slmpll'bvrompari5on

Thl'forc.. ofln...'nJr"'I;veCvl'novermmes Iht1dl'ficiencil'soflhe
Iranslallon.Somolalsan'T)'eloquenlandlumlnouswnti'r,lst}"hsl

supreme. k'rvc'<l c\c."lIcntly well b)' the tr3nslalors 0/ n.. Art ~f

MlIrd(r and n~ .111,..",,,,, Murdrr>. z,.~ ZJl,~ too olti'n IK'l'ms Odt imd
sltltt'dlnd ..""nmlsl..ldlng.M(I.... liL..~ht ...rllfil"!ltd,lfl

"00 )'00 thmlo. lher.. e~'sls some form of wlClo.l'dl'lO:'a l'!cyond what
Com be snt'Tlllfoc..lI\ ..\pl.. ,nec!l"" lU~1 1'in'1 ~ nalural pol-en sm~
In English lhe on~'NlI Spamsh 1......1 [!, •• .:Oft$ qu... h,), Iso

nwhgno 'Ill(' , .. lf1A>' ~Il" 0.1.. 10 qu"" put'd.. COOOCl'r La oenci"r ·Itich
fIo...... run·h· .... much less ~lted EnI;Itst. \<i'fSlOO would bt: Do \'01.1

llunl~.lioOffil'lhmge."libo'\ond~l..mof~'"

tho.'lI,rpnrt ... ho.'re~lilndfd(wtuchlhevtoklheTbrionged
to )f'mt'nr - fo(l ~~ 'I In 'emftl. or SOfIW\<o.twn, ~ rontrolJ«f tr.,.

'l'mI"I'I~Tob.>sunl' .~ .. ).......,.." an .......iIJ> lhot!. but thr
En~li,.noul;hllo~",mph'·",;osin 'emen~

~Ilernllll 11~ ..ndtol'5l ........ p;omledbnghlnl'd. ·Wlwnot:
Mtulp'n\oI,~ IIn<l tOl'N,l!(' --n.....e.i!j too much Slmll.:lr .... kwln:Inl'5&.
1hc lmdof trench of Ilhmg that l.1l..<-sw..teryoi'lrs 10 form 11 rock..,.

Tltoe Spamm 15 pi'rlectly lUCId "Es coma rl cofeno que (,)"'" d dgod
m La rou: requ,Crl' ai>cs.~ The EnglISh is ungramm.ahCIII nonsense
su~lmglhatllwtrilIlSlilli""WdS~.".l'l'\·l!Cd

And D w"" blxk m.nk 10 I..... wnl...r 01 the blurb. who doesn't
know In.. dlfferm"" belw....... masodU5hc and Si>dishc.

Ilowl'\'er, let·s not Idbour t..... mall...rl The sh"'r powe, of the

book overrom<!li lhe nui~nC)' irritants ZIS ZJl~ highly d~'SCrn'5 3n SF
award

Brian Slable{ord - TI,e
Cllrse of the Coral Bride
lm......nion I"CSi,n~w~dilio... 1OO8,
£1U9,312pp.tJpISS,,"
'17ll1'lOall5JSIO
Revi~w~d by Colin OdrJI ..nd

MilchLrBllnc

In !he I..r. fir futurl' the-md ofw

world IS nogh Mau huUW'lS left
nww cmlutWs brtnnl' lhe pLagur
is dbrolllt and T\CHJrW 15 Immurtoe
lrom I~ pull'l'fll"d touch.

T...nnokIg"'15gone;~1In<l

di\"Uwtion ~11' lhe onlv gtu<ks for

hapless souls ..ho n.Tn.:un. hunS'?-
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bul an..I()US to fo",tell their destmy. In this tumultuou, l..nd§GJpt' a

youngdlwr, L}'&.Irit'1. beromes~ wilh. st'ange lumonou' red
roralth..thedisro....redtnIC'il'-ebeneaththese.. HlsrLaMloprm'e
'Is ..... ist\TOt'l' to hIS scrphc..l uncle llnl' _"'hat ~1'f'l!"nI'd when Iw
'ssuddmlvCl'ClWT\l'dlo..mgofSderacina-.dhisbrothrrMan.aaoryn
beromes nt'\1 ,n hne to w throne. n... pa.. ~I'l: d...hghtt.od to br
mtrod~ 10 two mamung girls, ddUghl," t>f plrlll'l' rnllC\5. who
the'y ~lly betroth.. Bul $Ud1 m\"OIlty and joy II'l: fkoetlns glunrroen
of harp''''''' for IN'n-~.... w>der pobli<."~1 and 'P'nl\ul lone ...t ....ork
thal thrNIl'l'I to des!:rm' lIv linsdom. lnJdN..ted by tw \'ClUng bode
c.ili;o. lUng lVlolln•.'1~ thalli mtueshould brsculpted from

the m.apc;ll conI ... I tribute to heT be~uty From the- momenl lhe
mnhcal mll",",..l w dr,>ggfd from the- ~~n·s d"pths ltung5 start to
go\"er)'. \'I'IJ' wf'Ollg P~lUofllusgrimfuturl"ha\·tl>cen pre.l'ctedby
Glr...i.1Zooll1. pr~lhON't of l5tmlogy 11",1 c...rtomancy. a
morpt>eomorphl!it lwoo ...an wpi' tll<' d"""ms of othen} and wil)
dl'\'i! "'00 has found Iumself in tlM" posilton ot G...nd Vu;"" of
Scleraana,. monl' by ludo lhan iudg...ment. Howe.....r. Ifs I'l:dllv nol al
..1I in Girala~I's ml,,~1S10 foretell ~ futu .... 01 doom Ind gloom

0,,,.. "f 1111' Cl,ml 8nd/' is a golhlc no\t'l 01 tragedY dnd belrdYdl
w,th a slll.:lllCring of korror set agamsllll<' bad,drop of a dring
world Th<.'SC are dark tlm~'S and Stabll'ford d('5('ribl's hiS chardclers
in such a w ..) as to ~~....p their mOli\'dtlunJ> slighll)' masloo from
vi...w. saw IQr hiS protagonist Ciraiual ..·h()5(' chief goal ,'I ~ur"l\"al.

wh'ch Isnot ...asvtoachie\·eina world lhal tSnolon&~'rellhghlt'nl.'d.

butthreal.'n\"d .. ith.narchyand de'Sp"'tr. Buloncthmglhat l'l'mdllU,
despite lhe deniU'ns loowmg of lhe1r Immll1ol'nt doom. !hE> will to
po.. er SitU binds those ..,tIl the authunly to ...... Ihrough u.."r

rn,i1chl'rouSUlI....l.lluii. thm. 'SI l.1ledbout the lust forl'O"·..rsel
..g;oinsl .. b.tckdropof f"..r and supersllbon.

n.... boo":s l.tnKtunl' 's line'IT. and eiKh dlapter prl:'<'l'ded "'Ith iIJ>
"",lrll(1 from 11'<.' Rev..Latlons 01 Suom)TIOIU. the ....st f'l'Ophct. whICh

r~ trom th..- tnfonn.1t1\"r to the ....Iurn':Rc;a1. r .. pL>,ning tht uriowi
di\1NIt>Onpr~orplu/olooptusrngllboul!heendoftheworId

lluiiN<.theefl«totbnnpngltroOft'rounded\'lSlOllottlwworldlo
the nI'.Jder w,thoutIm~ on theO'fllrdl Nlrrab...,. bul an break

theflowof!he$lOo·.m_~,..~lvso.8ulthd""m,..,..

quibble, C..rw rJ/'1w 0JnJ 8... is an l"lCltmg lIod tntngumg T1'o1d
drawing lIv ne>;>d.". mlo lh str..nge world through 'Is dehber..t..h
ardwic U>Ol' of bngwgc and turn of phrase..... gottuc fanl.1Sy 1Nl feels
at home besod.. Thr ClISlk I'/Otn",ID in tone and brooding. doomed

Kim Stanley Robinson­
Sixty Days alld COlll/tillg
lb.rverCDJlIn,,2001,S~pp,£6.99.pb,

IS8N97800011~89~3

Rl'viewedby ....nlhonyN~nson

At !he boi'ginmng of this. the third
part of RobH'l$Oll" trilogy about
dimato;, mangl:', the US has lust

elected !'hi! ehaM' U pl'l'Sldml.
Suddenly the most powt'rful IInd
most arbon·polluhng NlIion on
earth has II J;O\emmml commilted
IQ doing ....""'·thing It Gin In IrlIe
gloobal "·~nn,"g. FrilJ>J. V&rl<1<.Tw..l
now .. pnl'5ldmtl.lll o1d\'iser. mrWrtS

wll'l.lllnpmt.Jg<W'Il!it.lI5infifty~BrImr;Ius,ootobomb.>rdlhe

e\KUb\'e WIth .mb'hOuS ideu on how 10 ~em the c:rtsa. a...rlilr

Quibler, h~ CO'protagortu;t m W fll'$t booL. F/lr'!I 5,.(I0Il '" bm.
rerTl.lIiN U'RJrped from h;, laT" role in the plot. lw', thenl' lI'l.lIinI~· 10
prm'lde domestic comedy In tandem With Ius toddle ..... }oe. n...



IaUer's Migmal;c relahonslup with the ...fug"", monJ,., of the

drowned Island I\It>on of Khembalung also hU1ts It I 5pmtual
d"nens,m that beg5 $Ubtle question!; about iUly pumy politICal and
t«hnologlCal mi~on to SI'" the ....orld 15 w~ know It

1be blurb's decnpbon of the no" ..1 iIl$ a 'uut 5I:'K"I'IO' thriller'
bl'lk"SlleI$Ul'l'ly,dlSQl'dmypk>t...nectingthcdi5orderhnessofreal
Iifc" 1beonlv thrillerelemenl1.5 thesubplolof FranJ,,'s100." aff;llr"...th
Corohne. a Homeland Serurity op<'l'all\'oeo J'ftS'f'C'lIN by I rerv.gade
rovert tom hnl.ed 10 lhat dep;utmm.t \\'l"«' I long way hel'l' from
notr dystopt.l. 1be bad gu~"!; ha...• boom marpnal~ by I ~'OIent
reglll'M' p~ to act flnnlv agam.st the purvnvrs of
~mm.tng IRobtruior"'s label for ttw .wllWl conhn......t>on of
polo'S that you lno... will bnng ca~) Tlus 1.5 typtal of
Rob;n,on's monl un,,~, In whidl lJ'OO6t peoplo!' are lnhe1'l'ntly
deoccnt 1be ...orld of Su~~ I"J G>/.<Ill,".~ 15 a world in tll<> grip of
profmlnd MVlronmcntal 01SIS - he alluJes to the ml'ltdown of
China's KO'Systl'ms. hi' shows 1,15 the «OIog,,:.1 deli;radation of
CalifornIa's Sierra Nevada ~ but we """ almost notlllng of the social
b....akdown and human suffl'nng such a criSIS will ""gendcr. and
tll<>,...'s hUll' unpackmg of the fact that global warmmg IS but one
symptom of humankind's mOl'l' general e~haustlon of the "arth's
"-'$()Um.!S. Chase Implements radical IX'IoCles and pft'am""
sust.mabillty, but we see hlUe SIgn of •.ldleal change In American
SOCIety actually talmg place. Though Frank ""mm.tes ..bout
recovering a m01\' pnmal relallonslup WIth IN> oeo.rth, ,t's
t«hnological fht'l>-hil:h~fiici"ncy""I.. r po..."r, 110" l"''''l'ingof
meltwilll'T back on to the Antarctic icl' GIp - and the reallocation of
fund$thatal"l'e>.p«tedtosavl'lheworld

\\1>.01"5 n'fft";hmg is the way Roblnso,", ,..". of hope flies
agarnst the dv topiln C}Wrpun~ pmgnosos that has~ 5<>

"","","uvelt!leem5Inl"\1,table. Hedoesn'l delc'nbl'. utopia to which

we should asp""'; he deptets the rn..... bv wtuch welto bl' pn.rise.
Amt"I'K'iIl mJght ved<'Ir from ",.h.en- "'~.l'l' now low.rIb amriJol"ahoco
of the em.I.5. Thu is a "ta1 ronlnbuhon the htne'J{'. of clinwtic
chmge 15 such that. 10 the md",dual hUrnM1 being. the process WIll
alWin~ bl'~ Important than any lmagtned end potnt ~ in hIs
Mars In!oFv. Robomon 15 able to "..rrate ol stOJV about the IIE'duucal

appliQltwn of 5C1e'IK'l' anJ pol,tical theor} In • compellmg. I"l'adab'"
Wall lhat Will re.ch a vaster auwl'N'l' than any te>.tbool olbout
c1,malt' change

1 l'l'ad this bool m tll<> belief 'I was the penultimate ...ork of a
quartet. 1l>e pubho;h(or has sinc'P told me It's thl' conclUSIon of a
trilogy. Unfortunately, lhough subplo~ a.... resolved. the story as a
who1" la<ks cbma, or closure I appreciate thal RobuUlon should
want to leilve it anopom questIOn whether or IlOt thl'effortlollddress
the climate cml! will su«'<'t.'d; but lhe book l'nds anl,chmM1ically at a
point where I WiU ~till waiting for th" cnsi~ 10 bite. I feel
disappoint~'d, not lust thal a series I was l'njo}'mg is finished, bullhat
Ihis. one of the f,rst major works of fichon 10 tad.le the gl,*",l
eovironmentlllcnSls,ha5 not fully got to gnps w,th thc gravlly of that
row•. For me, IhI" story rem.ins open for one more hefty ,'Olume

Lilith Saintcrow - To Hell

mId Back
Orbi l2l106,a.99,pIb,ISIl'llr.!1IHH96696

Revi~wed by M)'fanwy Rodm.n.

Danl.. V.1ent1no!' has bftsl through lieU
Nowshehas~med toearth,dumpNUl
.n alleY, bNten.. broLen and far from
~,5hrcan't remembel- ~",,·ttung lhat
has happened to her but she Lnow ,t ...as
bad. Just as s""" knows 1Nl LuClf Prin<P

of HelL is trying tu 1,1'" .......8"mst her

ALrtumn2008· Vettor257

kwcr .nd her friends.nd th.~t e.....I)'OI'Io!' sill' cal'l'!l about ,t in dang..r
But Dante Vlllmhne lnowsllOmcthmg eb<' too Lucifer ,sn't F-0mg
tu get a....ayWllhIt

Reumted w,th ...... demon kn'<'t" Japhnmel and hIS boond of
H<'lUvront agmb. Dan~ beg,ns to plot her rf'\'<'Oge 1l>e [)(Onl mn
ha,'~ startfd thlli., but Dantl' ValentIne is gomg to firu~ ,I. ~.nd

I~~

£,·"",thmg )'OU nught expect from • ...nler c",lIed Ltbth
So,nkrow. thIS 1lO\'ri ha:§ m spades; demons. ....plotoons, arc_
magx:. fil'l' fill:hts and 0I'III' hell of • finale. In f-' ,'ou could SoU that
vou'd re3J Itllll before.nd )'uu'd .Imost be n,y,t But what To 1Id1
."4 &ri doe!; ha,'1' gotng for It IS ItS origm;ol 5<'II1nll: llnd strong
characlef'S. Thu IS futumhc darl fantasv. somettung I'd nl'Vff.....:l

bef<>"",comrlelI'Wlth~t.lascrgurl.5andn\1Tl8slatebo.trds.

Some of t",," ~m"nolor;y 11<5 • lott~ lhe use of words b.... pb!.gun
5<'f'rTIoldlashionlod.ndclum.!'v Bulo" ....al1lhe!le'l!inglScko'·erh·and
caretullyconstruClfd ami thehIstoriGlI bacl-story IOtl'l't'$tmgand
romp...hen,;,vl', I espKiall)' liked the demon language. wllh all ,ts
rompl.., nuances and double meanings and the use of Ancient
I::gypl'i1nlanguageanJA'liglon

Th..".. Ilrt $VOle problems w,th the le," a lot of repl'htlOn and
clum~y languag~grati.'d for me. though it n.."er detracted from pan'
or tone, And won.<' th"" thalthis, lhe fifth book In .. lIl'fles. givt'5liltk'
tn Ill<> way of help III the fIrst time read..r. Conl'.. rsalion, C1tmg past
e\'ents are oonfuslOg and mfuriilting ;md too many 'Io('nlences implv
bul".,'....rmakdoeo.rwhat thecharactcrs.redi:KUsslOs. I"avmga
I"l'adernnt.-=quamted with tll<> whole5eTies in tll<> dllrl as to 5I.'1lle of
lheretationslll~betwecnch.lracters.

A1o;o. desPltl-' ...... $UT'J'OIM'd dynamism. the charx1~... of Dante
_lhttkdi:NIppoinhng.Sho!'SJ'l'"llIlO5lofthebool.bctn~draggt.'d

from plit.,r 10 poI't, flI'\'('f re.ll\· under;tanJ,"~what WlIS happenut{l;
and ~'('r rNl1y choosmg her own cour:;e of llCI>On As I ha,'" not

rod the other bools, and bKauoe Dantl-' is ha, ltIli; ratlvrr ol hard tun..
of ,I.t tht ~U'lnlng 01 thIS one. I ciUl'l tell whether tIill
charadensabon IS the norm throughout the k"rle$ or not

All m all. T" HdJ nJ &et was a rip-r();lnng read "hIm Ien/C)\'l'd
verymuchdesplte_anno::orlngflaws.IIoo.'l'dlheworkl.ndttw
ma,n charact\"n and Itl'l'al1v ftolt ilS though Sa'ntcrow knew wholt.5he
was ulktng abuut all ttw ....v through A \'i.'IV compelent pK'Cl' 01

world·bulldmg IlTI.lv not bl'able tu~ starlInglll thl'begmnlngof
the !!eries and read,ng thl" lot now. And surely lhal'S tht "'av ,t
should be

Will Shetterly -TIle
Gospel of tile KII;fe
Tor,ZOO7,320pp. nS.9S, ISBN
9780312866310

Reviewed by NicClarkl'

As he IS cycling home trom school one
day, ChristopheT ~,,'~ life tale5 an
abrupt tum for the strange. A ClIrlood
ofredneclstalelld~liketoh,m-for

havingtupp,·,s!llonghalr, and the
temerily to .nswl'" b.Ic... _. chaslns turn
through woodland md tIm....tcnmg
h,m WIth a beahnR· l'llnrlmg. he

b.trely noIlOL'S when he~ • pand WIth httlo: mort' than damp
feet for hIS trouble. Hi" pays man' attmbon "hen thl' f,rst of /u!;

wouId-b<' _,lanti lioIN", Ul.5Untly BullIeS thlb sent pilClmg,. e...., If
he rem.>U15 unsure of p~lv how. (Jlns!opher returns homl-'. to ol

fighl WIth hIS Dad OVl'r mowing the lawn. lJt,ridtng that ncHlnl' WIll
mISS turn iUlyw.y. m ...hat surely ought to bl'. fit of petulana. or llt
u... Vl'ry leas' mope. but which reads more hle m(hffe~ -
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THE
DIGITAl
PLAGUE
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Chnslopher elMs 10 ruO ,)way
Ameoc,) 10 llw era of the Vietnam War: ,) land of culhJral,

polllJcalllnd 5OCi.IJ ferment, Omstoph<.T is a k'l......gff In tM middko
Oi'l, ",h""hc:llroo,,,.,.,brin&5alermeo.t all Ibown. Illthough for the
most part th,s ~ onlY otwious ..'two ...·t· an.' laId U dll'l'Ctl\' Ul IIw

Isc-rond'personINrr,)toon; for,)ll h, !<Uppasro 101elhJtl'lK"and
...t.elhow sln'.Jk. 10 buth ~ptoedl.,)nd KtIOO Chn<t<>phet" come!~

;OS tarsd. ponderou", ~m tnert. and tus e'O.~ IS ploddmgl~

d"t..uled for \15 man' olft.'llthan IllS ""'Jodh ~',>lo.ed

In am c-. b\- lhr brnoe mght lan.., Chns.k>pher "'" tul<hed a bit
",-,tk .. un 01 tuPP""" - who turn <JUt. d~J-'POU'hnltl)'. tQ be -Jesus
FI'NJ,..."rawrthanthe""'-uallvliberalC'dn\,mph&hr<!n\t~ged­

and f.:lllen In w,th ,) 1t,r1 calhng ~1I CC lnih..llv hr IS I'IOn<' loo

thnlled b,' the Iatt..... <k\elopmeru eitho>r; CC ~ bLx\.. and -tM onll
bl.KJ..s [he]th,nlr"l a~ 5"""'" a... l,)mQUs .aduJts-. 1I~" l.'hu" from Sla,
TreJ,. lIapp,h·.Christopherget'5lJ'i'" tuJ; raosm 10 the ..~ofa fe>'>
houn, pa,tlv ~;tuse CC has spint but mostl... H~bKau~ ,I

bcn>mo.-lII appaWllt lhat sh.·,~ mort' wilhnFllo put oot lhan thr whIte
g,,1 he 1";05 crushlOg on that afternoon, One tintnrupled) roll in CC's
;ounr .. back garden latcr. Chnstepher geb dr, ...~, home by a p"ir of
pollce caricatures. The ne,,1 morning. CC is gone. apparenllv 10""·"',
and Christopher Is digging holl.'s in his own gMdcl\, th" being his
I,)lhe(s sU'lablv manlv pumShmt'nl for (o,r hc·ro's d,sobed,ence
(Chnsll'plwr's relalionship with Ius lath"r ... w"II, bracing (~How

did ~ou warn to s""m?~ ~Dad lhww me o'lthc cnd of a dock.~,;

h<>m('Spun ",,>dom from Ihe d,)ys "'hen mt'n wcre Men. no doo!:>t)
.\lonths p.>S5. and Chn5l0pher thml.s aboot CC Bemg a t...-nage

boy.th~mostl\-rc\·ol\'C'5,)ro.md regret that hed'dn'tget laid Bemg
aN"~tl'eNlgebo\',iletturu..sUU5ll\l'i1lnshe·smlo\." BemgaN"'"
t........gt" ben' In a boolo.,. he's right. lhe actIOn mo\'t"<,. a!:>ruptlv to"~

Academ\'~. an t'ht" school to wtucto Chru;topher IS whlsJ..cd a,,'ay bJ.'
,) mvstt'nou~ bmetKlOl', Ja\' Dumont Chn:;topht:-r,)nd Ius J""'f'5
spend,) .·aru.rungly snull amDWIt ofluN' atlt'!1dml; cLasses. and
r;t!hcr~ h"'" pla\'ing dorm pranls, rowmg on the.' "''ft'. and
w-andt'nnJ the.' woods at rugbl_ lbe Acadcn... a K'ltmg chosenla""". ,t Sftm$" SO IMt Shett...-l.· can laLt' poI,.hots at u"" uwqcnt\' of
pn~ate Khool.,~ and the pn'~J<.ge of tht' nch _ IS a f.ml\' 1iiek5s

crea!JOrl. functiorunli; pnmanly;as a plot .-eh"I" I-kre. Chrislophe.­
meo:"!5ul"iolndch'erersof""pos.Ihon.ha<iatNlOIJspowerSlrugg1co
w,th~ bull,"- and UlK'l.l\'er-5 the he,)d of John the Bapt'sl.md the
tlluLar Gospel. tht' latter bemg a f'anJ..h un~rv tIO-pag"
nIlrrat"'\" tangent th.lt "'tells the lik of Chnst, c1ums,I)' and with
d,fi..re-ntna~

It comes I.!j no surpriw when W\" learn !h;>1 Dumont OS only
onte~lt"d on Christopher tor the power that h"d him w,)lktng on
watcrmlhc(>pen"'g<hapt\"r~o,ralhcr,forlhcbloodhncthatgl\'t'!i
h,m such pow.'r Fer O,ristupher. Ilh Oumant and his family, is one
oflhelloh'm.godhl.cbcingswhoselonl'agegoesbad.toChrlstand
beyond. and who haw sJ"-'llt thousandsofyearsus,ng lheirpowt"rs
lolonethe,rT\l5!S

It only gets Sillier from therc Chnstorhl'r's nub,le new half-sister
"'reatt"dlv olfen 10 ha\'e st'>, w,th h,m (she ..an·t help it, ifs the
blood~ bul nobll' Christophcr refuses h<.T on the grounds lhat he is
stdl half·heartedlv moping aboot CC _ although. wk,,'n his EIohim
supcr-\'oi~ summON dear CC from hidmg (lmlpor,)riJ)-. and plSS...d
off). hr fads tu noIire she dearlv hasn't~ to run ..n INt f,)r Then
Chnstopht'r """"'ls, The daH "',)r - ~'...·..r m Iva.~ - hn l'I£'\-er
"-nJOft."Ciious ..ndbiKlh-structu-tAvoid

Jeff Somers - TI,e Digital Plaglle
Orbit. 2008, 3Upp, (4.99, 158'" 97815U~97'tl4-I

Rel'iewf'd by ~n Jle~pt!$

A\'er)' C,)tes 15 ~n -..s5m who has maik II to ttw top_ He IS
pel'5ONll\ Incon\CI1Jt.."l'\CN .md profeMk......U\· m,'rt,ho:d when he is
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abducted by persons unknown,
in,ectedwIlhll!<Ub$tan('<'unl.nm."Tl
and rele~sed ,nto lhe ",',ld again
Shortl\' aft.".. people around h'm ~urt

grtt>ng ill and dyin~ Thto rod.". is ~

httle(butnnlv .. hUlelatll'.Jdc:lllumUl
",vding (1IJtlMt M m'ght tM, thr caU5<'

c:ll this thanl.s to tne 1Ilfi-"Ct>On 01
Whale\-cr-It-Wa>o 'J'hl-no ....~«1Ioe';.
bnefly.oitlvd-.it:rtulrltlmD,O..~ ­
buttt.-herooithlotmo>\;..·.res~

...._n-! W.t5Koong 10 ha... to 1t.t1l ..

whoM-lot of p«>rk.-

lhcrc.afleT tM plot e>-pand'
relentlesIJy. log,c,)Jlv and WIth a high body count "~pandmgon the
world Cft'ated In Somt:,n's Thr EJrdric a..mh Rl.'ad,~ IMT font bool.
,sn't ................ '1" butthcMe w!'lona..... (I hadn'tl mIght gcl"ne~tra l;o\er
of l'T1lUY""-"nt llw m,ect1Oll OS the digH"l plague of tile htle. an
ingenioos Jottle Nno!e....hnology de\"Kt" ,ntcndcJ 10 brmg down
ovihsahon,'nd furthe,thca,msof50Oll'ron\"lKlOgl\nnden;ovably
barl.msm;odb.:ldguvs.

I only had twoh,ceups with the logic of thIS futufi' world ['Sll)"'"

powen of tc!ck'nl'SIS and compulsion are ...·cognised and
acknowledgc'CI, but the nanok'Ch of lhe pJag"'" tal.l'5 prople by
surpnse; and ralher than use ac-ropJa.-, or hcliroplcrs, or e\,('fl
dirf8'bles. all of whochare re.uonablyconlrotlable,f .. malfunctlOll
occurs. tl,,·..· u.e ..nh-gr<'1'lty--based ho"ers wlurn j~11 lilt' .. brielout
of the~~\" ~t Ie,.;,t tWl(ll'U1theroufS"'oi lhe n.lrrah\"e

"l'hC'plotIS pure sc:ience6ction,m that it\"ou l'l'T11oO\'OO thesoenc<'
tirtton 'I ,,'ould mal.oe no _ at all The undcrlnnll tectu.;)log\"
doo-sn't ~ m our world and the loog" behmd ,t would be
gmundJe.. Jell Somcn's story could onh' eu.;t in IhoI' "''OTld thaT
Sooner-s '- ae~ted Tm out of tm for st''O tdlmg and world
b.nkhng

IVNt I d,..hled ,",'M that ,t's a really. rcall\'. re..lIv gnrn world
The onl... ron<Ynl oi anyarw with po"'''' or ..uthonl\- is to l..t"ql that
pD"'ft' Or ~uthontv, Old '- .....&. a SUC'Cftl of hun",lf, m that he
started as,) strH-t punk who would rub oot an\"'Or\II' OIl a frco:.>lancl'
baslS.,)ntI OS now fully prolesoonal. He still ~1I15 peoplle. wluch is the
bott<>m hne lb.''''' is no WaY out l1>ere 's no mull' or e-legan('<' or
crcatwihandnochan('<'ofanythinsoe<...rbt"inl'ibettc-r

C~teo; hirru;elf Isn·t ,'nbrelv happy ,)b(lut thIS ~11d does h,n.., ,)
.'ague notoon he should help l<-ep c,v,lisation going.."d def""t the
pl,)gue There is no ",~I5l'1\Sl'ofwhyhe should doao. ap"rt from the
g"ne,,)1 prccert lhal It's better to be ali\'e and human Ih,)n a
re;onim;ol."ll lombie. Normally I wouldn·1 argue, but havmg !il..'l:'n

whitl il m"ans 10 be ali"e ,)nd human herl', I'm not so SUre, This
w(I,ld lIDs n<) J'(.'CI~'enllng features and nothong worth h\'mg fa,.
Thc",'saplaguccominglBnng,ton

l Charles StrOS5 - Haltillg

State
Orbit. 2007,(U.99,338pp,tlpI58N
971IS101U69~8

Roeviewed by Michael Abbotl

If this bool had .. Hollywood p,tch. It
WQlJId be "ChnSIopOc-r 8fl)1)\...rnp'f'
met"'!5 Wlllt.arn Glbton-, but only
because HolIvwood MIn't he,ard of MW

~lict>onwn~5in('<'Gibson

Stra.s,inlrorprngw,thtuspoalhurlti ..
Icading hght of the 1\cw EcIcct,~, h.as

hJmed in anothcr novel unhkanvof



Ius 01her<i The (ad,nowlcdged) debl to Broolmyre romes In the
Srotli$h urban ~tmg. the dry sense of humour. the oorp!iCS wIth

s«n:'U. the fast-m<Wing and lwist-fitJe.d plot, md " a'r1ain wrp
atlJtud(o, From W,Uwm Gibson OOIN'S, ('1'",~ fict>on ""th

a:>mputCI'S m Excq>t that Stross has h,s own "ppnYdl to

lIrdInoIoglC;lll dcwlopmcnts and w SleW dYnges thll fullow
briund them. prob.1blv _ rigorous: tNn Gibson'" Iilgh-powered

""*,,Ie phones, ... ,rtuill reahtv te<:h. and ..ui~ gilmmg ,,11 iNhI", ~
mtegr;al pilrts of both Ius storv "od w ~"r-futu"' (:!(llbl world m
wlUd\ ,tl..Jlel rl~- Aklngsode tJus tw hol$ ..n ftlU.:lllv good grasp of
W w..y modem corporalJOns do both bu)I~.nd their nnplao...-n.
and (llS fu ti I an teU,;asuniLtr grip on w worl.1ngsof W pollCl'
and other, more dubIOUS orgouusations, It illl ~dlJ up to a world thlt

ill .. fol!lClNllns romlm....hon half of 11 famll...r ilM down to urth and
tlw other half m~e up of unrxpccted developnMonl$ that you ....alise
a.... c\lwnwly pI.:lUSIt>1e whton you lhinl at>o:>ut them. bul whIch you
would never ha,"l' thought of on your own. Mayb« this is ..oually
StI'O$5'S Mundilne SF bool; you'd h.we to oul h,m

(For whal httle Ifs worth. mv guess IS that he geb the p.1«' of

tedlnological de ...elopmmt about right, but shghtly O\'em;tlmat~slhe
sp«."d of SlXlal adoption of new tedlflology. But then I'm a notorious

1\'\:hnuphobc,ilndp<.>oplereadingthisin201&arewclcomctohavea
good lnugh at my e... p"'r\Se. StTOOlll iaunde11llandably pleased that""e
of his pn."dktions has al ....adY come true SulCl' he wmlC the bool.)

The plot escalates mtertammsly. and if 11'5 a little lop-heavy to be
rompletelj beltevable, you don'l ..nlly not,,:!;.' unhl If, all o"er, It

starts wIth an organiSed thefl ofYlrtualt....,uuTl.'froma banl in an

on-lu'l' game, and tums mto somettung completely dlff~renl mono

lh.tnOllCt'asthe5tory-p~E.'pI..tningltfurtherwouldb.

unfaIr to l'\'eryonl' bul polin'woman ~ Smllh,. high-poweri'd
oKrountanl [lame Barnat». and wtwM\' guy lad.~ all approad>
W plot from Jllfl'Tl'Tlt angk'S'. and M\' pleasant mough company !of
IdU l:he)' hod out w ttUth.ll>ey ..1so tale IIm turn ton.tmll<"

dYpters; m th. wrond per5OI\ wtudl ww;rl.s bet1er lhan yOtJ mighl
thmL (lfs.also thematil: to the online gaml.'5 m W sto,)" StI'055 ha:s
said thlt Ifs it '-' to the pro<W style at lh. eoilrty compulw ~t

a<h·entures.)

If H<>l.lvwood Nod Iny smse. tne pitch for tlua t><d would"...,.t b.
-Ihe new CharIesStTOSll-, and that would do

Charles Slross­
Satflm's Children
Orbit.2flO8,lT.!pp,£1S.9'J,IS8N
978184l4';l5675

Reviewed by Uen JuP"

$<ltllrtJ', C1l1ldml is Charl~s

stross's trit-ute 10 Asimo... and
Heml~m_the novel that neltlwr
of lhem wrote bUI both might

ha"~lftheyhadbeen wnhng50
)"l'al'5laler

F~'I - her name itself a nod
to (lnf' of H....nlem·J heroll"'S ~

l
i!5a~ali. can mfalhbtv reduce i1ny man to

" qUl\'t'Tlng heoilp of pk-ilSU.....
whIm woukl be~ of a uJoe'ful

sl-tll if Ihen- weTt' any men around 10 prKl.a- I1 on Linfortunaldy
she IS a blomedl.otmal concubsne who CilfnC'olf w productIOn IinI'
the)'urafterthehun'WI,.-a,cydisapp"aredfromWfitCl'oftlwsolitr
systo.'m. 1)esp'N." thll '\Occup, human ovihSilhon is rltllm8 akw\g in
the capatole hands of Its faIthful !ieO'anl3 - the robot5 that _ <:rl'al\."d

to ta~ us 10 the Slal"5 Somr a", doing nactly wj(Jb they wt'T'l'

dtslgne<\ for; -.me. lile Frryit, ha"" ha<llo acqu'Tl.' new ~l,lb. C\"l'f\ if

Autumn200B· VectDr257

old hab,!.>; dlC h.trd Freya falls foul of .. robotic anslo, tuIs to get 0((­

world qUldJy,lUld thus begll1S a S<'ries of Fridayesque In\'elsaTO\lnd
lhesolarsy tern

lhese ...... the robots of ""ent'o'f\rst century SF rather than thc
GoI.kn A~ - IS mudl blOlogicitl as thl')' a.... mechanical In some
ases far from human and ... some so d~ that you \oiInd they) can

5CoiI~V tell the dlffcrt'nce Theo\....... grown rather thin manufactured

and their mU1d~ oiITl.' Inlnl'd and unpnnled '" Ith KIllal hUm4ln neur'"
palll'nlS. tNI l>to1nR the..uy lind oI.§rif'..wan.' ,nbdh~hu~
ever m;as~ lRatlwr drollv, In oil :ooacty thlt know, full ... e11 ,fs
CTl.'.Jled, C....ahorll'<m IS th. <ci<>nuficitlly PTO\'I.'n world,_ mod
o..wlInslDarwlnlSm ~ the Pl'l'!il'f\-" of sOenlJiicath' ,UUCTaN." bigots.I
Th\l5 th. Threoe UW1\ an' ~ much as Asunov bnng~ to th. SlOr';; no!

as frequ...,tJ~ ~.IS Elijith and o....."..lllW to male them. bul
fLlsl asnonlnll<'l what hap~ Aft.... that it's Hl'ln!eIn ..Utheway

l'hisisa.nrem ... llhQ\ltposlSon ....erysigniHcanlsolarbodyand

e"'en ~t"l"'<hips bcrng despatched to far-off worlds. Tho.' 0'·11....11011
worls ~ wen precisel... bec;luse It'S tUn by robots, WIth thl.'.,

unhmited lime and allenhrm sp;lJ\5 and adaptabIlity to the rTIO:SI

t:!~trcml' envIronments. It's dn mtricately dlOSCrib\.'d mIlieu wilh a
built-m infenortty romplc~: a system-wide socicty of mdlyidudls
who want to lot' hum.:ln, who fl..,l hUm,ln, who do the,r be!;t 10 act

hum"n and yet lnow Ihey aren'\. They hav~ mhent,"d e ...ery 'ITtue
and vi('j,' of tho.'ir lalt:! maslers, and ~\'t:!ry one oi tho.'m is programmed
WIth Aslmo... ·s Threoe taws.. So imasi"., I"" power that would aecru£'
10 anyone who actually got hold of, and could rontrol. a real human

bemg. ThIs becom<..'to the McGufful behInd Fm'a', ongOing oiIdvenlurc
Sl1'OllISdoesn'tdo'lOCi<'ticsthltha.'ehap~(orplOI

ron'-..nK"nCl'.HllI9OCietle'Sha~foroil"'a~.mdthalreason

ronstrams Iho.' plot. ma~mg f,~r a rTIO:SI sausf~ing read How ....""ld a
svst>!m-wt<k o''lhsahon worJ,.' B\' bemR run by robots (!1ft' oIbo>"l'1
But hoo",- would a !>OOl-tv 01 robob run' Robot!> a.... propcrtv - who
would .,..... lhem in the absence of humans' StTO$f has thoughl II

throughmd we ~ the full bLastofwl~ and social

imperal"'"ti ",-dlllSwphuK:5 thalronstroilinlllowe!"lhanhght
lr..'el around a sol.arsnlem.

Thanlfully. StTOM isI'I't I-IeinIein. though the man would
d<N~oiIppt'O\coflherocuTT8\t5C... -F~·;oisa OON.'Ul:ouw, itfter ..U
- and t~ are many 'door dilated' "'lul\·almts. StTOb c..n match
H<>rnk>ln'~ strenglhs and beal turn on Ius W1!a~ I Its deplCborl
of women shows ~Igru. of actuallv having met lk>mC from bme to

1Ul>t", Ius us<' of ~'I"'~ IS actuall)' funny, and ""-, ('an l;llloil!loul lhe
5<julShy bIts WIthout gethngall ('O)', s."... is lGCd - fTcqul'fItly-asan
im;lrum\'fl1 of pleasure or of control but IS nl'\'l'r ;os pomtll"SS or <115
automatic as Hl'inlcin managed to ",ale It. Love romes oilS .. surprise
to Freya, anJ ""CC sh", rccugnise5 11 she knows il is somelhing to fight

for.
But,you seriouslv n\""-'<lto?"yatlenhon, Almost "·... t'rvone you

meet hcl'l';saropyofoneoranotherslandard ten'plate,andgi"en
that'5OllIs'c,lnalsobeswappedandimpnntedbetw~nbodies.it's

easy to lose tracl of who is euctly who. On Iho.' rlus sid.., F~)"a is a
much richercharact..... than Friday, ~ing<1l sensoe of hUmo\lritnd
of ir<my; on lhe minUS, SO much happens to her that il beyond her
ronlro!thltshc.'ClIl1('Qf\ll'iICI"O!lSasweitL

To the readl't FTl.')"a·s btggl'!>t problenllS buIlt In to the struetuTl.'

of the stor). sne'5 not hul1W\. Pre-orpost-smguJanl)', presenl day m­

far futu"" StTOliO> nonetheJt>"s peoples his nQ\-d~ WIth hum.ms, WIth
whom the targ\"! aud~ can ldentify_ F....u 15 connn~tngh­

portn~-ed 415 .. would-be human who lnl:>ws VIe lSll't and thld lhe
authoc'stnumphWOl'k5agoillJU.tthe~ader'.mteresl
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A_ E. Van Vogt -TIle
Voyage O/TIle Space Beagle
Orb.2008.51~95,215pp.ISBN

'7&0765320773

John C. Wright - Nl/ff·A

Conti/luum
Tor.:roolI.5U.'5,317 pp. ISBN
97t07653162'15

Rrvirw!'d by lJ HUTlit

WhenhcPrOOu«'d\'~""N5p"'r

lktJ...:1r. A E \,.., Vogt abo pmducN .1
I'OC'\'>" tunn 01 hlcralurr: lhr m-up. a
dum.;l<'rll .:n:all:d frum ol<kor dlSCreh.·

"ID 1>hu<1 <>t.........11O ..tu.:h the
aUlhor ad<kd linLng mah"riill Van
Vor;! abo IIltnxluced IIOITle ot Ihi!'
h<moo that h.a.t filJ.od booIo.s /",d lV
anJcmem.o~II'\·I!'rslna'.beGlu~

hb lnt~trllu n'IOrl5.ll!'r'§ ,ut" 50

monstl"OU$ thal Knpt "nlers ha."
fuund'tuil'rI,'pllla~tu~.. orkth.m
10 mH',nl nrw Cft"aturn thrm~eh-es. 0100
unllkt l)u..,in· ongmal HMS ~ag~

.. tudl ~.,.j fmdws And Iortoi5es,

thu ~k~ 1o!oL:;Ilk ooIy
honofs.OflhrS,..aEWs.I.. lourpaJb.t.h."h...t(Coeurlilll~
unlhmi.Jnll:hun~ .. 'lhll!'r\t.ock ) and thl!'ltunl thtl ....Iuch. .. Ul!sto
Lo., IhI~ In b. lnll: humans) a.... the lTlOStll:h.rstI.· lhe)" .." .... merged
Inlhr~pLo.fC>r.'UIffl.

Van Vogl"iIl!i not .. horrorwnler. lhoul\h ..nd he was ahead of
hb hnw III Nhet- ......)S 'The )ITUAA~ 10 gam rerogrution for
··~,alti;m- • !>oh)"" th«>r)' of~~. amon/t the 'IIup·sofhcers IS

an imp(>rlant pk>tlirw o( Iill' 00",:,1, as ,1 Jead~ 10 ~UWs and mutinies.
In 5Cien<1" and in SF till' tlln" ot S\....lems thml..lng "-'P~led In­
N .....i.hsm ..as .·et to OOITMl. bul Van VogI idmtlfi.'d what ..ould be
mvoJved and mad" the pr.:lC!lcc more t....n IU)I. fr.:lme for Ius fi ..-up

Soon afler thi~ book w'" fJr.;t pu~hr.hl'<1 he ..ent uff on a.""
•ltfferentlangenl m,'oh'lng Dian<'lICJ. but betWl'<.'1\ 1939 when ··BJack

Oestro)"~'-. the st"")' Of Coeurl,. .... u pubhshed and lhe no,...,I·~ first
"pp"'aralK'em 19501\<' w,,~ ",urkmgonOllgm"llJ"""

In anot!<cr analY>ls. m th<'5<.'a."d p.:lrtoflh.:no"t'l. which 1('115 of
tht" RUm. a sort of tel<~path,c ch'ckl'n commumly ....00 rould yel
d~lmy th.:: ~hip, Elhott Gros'·l..,ur, Ilu: Nt·~I"Ic>t protagoniSt. u~s the
t"rm5 "fellah" and "fellahecn" in Jus ,".:lm;nahOn III Riim Ihmkmg
and aca>pt.:lnCt" Or non-thmking-aboul of their phiJOjOphit"S using

termsth.:lthilv.::nowg""",dal1cwrCCO~I1I1'onlnlhcUghlufMlddJ,,

E"5tem 1.','''''15 and pohhco-thoologit'S. n", lerms and tht'" problems
thc). "'pr<'5<'nt ",malO 5lgmhC.:lnl That Van VogI C()uld "ppl)" Ih..'m
5<) "pprorrial<'ly in the ",aim.. 01 ~p.:lC\' 15 atnbuf" to th"ronhnulng
power of th,s bo<:Il... agaIn mdicatmg that ,t ,s far more tNn a horror
storv St.'! on an enclnSt.'<1 world. and murt"ofa oo,'el ah<'ad of Its time.
wcU,,'mth"'-pnnlmg

In the <;,lme d,'CaJ.:: In .... tuch he wn)t,' S,,,,,,,, Ik.lglt Van Vogl
wrow 111.: W,'rld <'/ N~II-.~ and I{) !l<.oqud, n... rllll/f7~ vf N"II·/I.

mtruducmg GIlbert ~yn. ",ho I"""" in • u",H'",", m wh;~h ~on­

ATl51(l!eban logIC I) purpo.lrted I.... l'\"" In "'h",h ""'dunes a!locale
I~ with ""'""" ~ko f'U",,,rs loJ the super-world 01 V.....US, ll\ .. hlch.
~'n ,) (ound hue Iwo ~all\). m wh,ch he (;In J,l." repeah.·•.Il~·

and mwluch.supl'T-'IJL1'ru."nJSp.:lCCEntpl"f'Ol'$.ha\'elJlJm ."ned
utlmtlOnJWr the unlor1unat" amncsi.:lo,; I\tl<'1" lasl ~·"ar's SI".. H,,,,I...
~\'~"nJAn.J"""",rontll\,,,.,jan04he,""\'anVOli\l"s~C'lUI""

...,Il lOO). John C Wnp.t h.a wntten .'JIJn-.~ C""f"'"~''' for the Van
Vogt esLlI., RHdertl of Wnl'lhl"s 2tJll2 no",1 Tlw Co>ldtor .~S'" and ll:s
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""'IueJs WIll rerogm5l' hi~ po....e'"' as • Van Vogl venlriJoquist.
p.:lrtirularly n to the m.'entlOns 01 the r-.:ull-A series; howe.-er.

Wrighl adds !IDOl" ('atUf"C!l 0/ hlS own bl'lltl\', he g".l'!f the name ot
lhe philosophers who tnliplred Vill\ Vogt's wu.l... :wdl as Samuel
Ha...a.....wa. to characte,,"- Secondlv. he _lam to CfO"~-reter these

slolie!i to other, non r-.:ulJ-A books. ouch as lhe fanlas\" 80 ...>0\: "'P'~llr

wkoso- name boo)m6 a Slgnlllcant p.lrt ot the plot Thirdlv. though,

hi5in\'l'fllKln"'plod.~Null·""G"'h....u"'n\U~lx'tw,,:.. I""'J""gthof
an)' of Van vogrs own wuru. as Go!bc-vn hunsclf got'S b.:lck..,ilI'ds
and forw.. rds. fights N-.:k aga,nst Shadow Worlds, and Iron"is
through lime G<8<'vns mull,pl\' unuJ Ul the Lost chaplen the", ....
nw.>Ugh of them 10 fIll a roul1 room. so 1.....1 hu g<'T>"I".tioM and
a"al.1Tli sil on rudgement on h,m Despite Van vogr~ 0 ....,

protcsl.1tiom ttw ~ull-A bools were 1lI!'\",". good ad .....·rI1.........,,1 for

Non-AristotelUn ....ao"'ng and John C Wright h.a$ pl"Obabl~'

r~knI.kd UlatnuUII\'
Tor'~ VlQl Vogt !'dltlOn5 ,,-,11' glonous .....J-gold CO\'f'f

illmtr.tt>ons 1.>\. Bruce kNrn. Admllt" the co.....-s. ..nd lhen opm SJ"'I'<Y
Bogk. thrreismo.... to~found IMIde than lanacoounllor

Carrie Vaughn - Kitty
Goes to Wasllilfgtoll
CclILona.looldOl'l2008J2.lppl.lt..99
ISBN9780S7S0826l1l

Rtvitw!'d by Annr F_ Wi!son

NlIy '\-ur<'dle ho!.b .. Lote night
~'o show She's ..I., .............·o/.f
~b)·hcrpaeL.~lSonfho.

m.d. &I"'og AM- sho<-' !Torn .. ...,...

<rt.'flUl'II'\·e,,·week
SO ..·e· .... sq~lwllhinthe

V..mptl"C5, \\tld>es and
Wi"l'l!'\\'oh'es' Iemlofy sLll..ed oul by
LioureU t..: Ilamllton. Kdl"}·
Arm Irong and Klm Harnson_ Why

....."Jthi...",e
\\'en. tht'" ,ad,o iihow I! • de.·.... Ide. on" num""'" of k...-d~. lo'llty

imJf"--dlaleh engagl>s our 5)mp.:llhy, show,"g u,; Ihat she·s wann.
dmm-to-ca-rth 50011 of g"l wIth. !iIl'n!IC of humour n... form.:lt let•

ht"rmlerad .... ith Iotso(p<.'Opl". human)andutrn:rwiS<". TlX"rl'"dt'r
s"t a good p,clUreo(thll' way thmg.are;n An>l"rica for crealUre) 01

tlll'night.andtlwa"thorc.-.ndroplnblts('fplolwllt!oulmakmgl1
tooob..ioos

This book i~thi"S<'COOd in the !ll'ri.oe (Ihe first !x'ing kll/VRml/llt
Ah,/",gll' H~"r). As the story open!! Kilty trawls I.... Washington 10

t.-stif) b<.'fo..... a 5<'n.,tc enqu;ry mtoParanormal Biology. Sh,·'s m... ,led
to sla}' ~y the 10Ci\1 \'ampire Mistn.'Ss of Ih... City. Alelle So f.:lr, 50

good,b"IIhc-nKiltySla'lstOlt(tre<:kll~ly,Shem""l:saholw"re­

jagu.:lT from Bralil al a OOCkl"il pIIrl)'. h~ngs oul with hIm at a clu~

frequentedb\"lhcl~lwe""rommuntlY.DndgoesbacktohlSflat

WIth rum She st'I.'ms unlroubled by qu,'Slions such "'" ·C.:ln .. we......
wolfand.1w........loIgu.. evmha\'esc'tlogi"thcr?Wouldn'lth<'lrinn<'r
b;,,,sts find each. oth<'r unattrac1l\e?' or the mo.... mundant::·Should I
go off 10 lhe flat of. man J just mclthlS ~'wnmg It) N"i" se.. wrth h,m
.... hen flOf"Ie of m" friends or my "ampl"" ho6t,," know whl."re I amr
Then ....e get """"' 1'101:, t..:llIy launches mlo ln~tlgatln!l a
charismatic pr"actwr who c1alm~ to be ..ble to he.:lJ "amp'f"C!I and
\\'l'J"fK1'l'aluJl!S. And th,s isrt"t 11'\'..... the bool.·s main pJotline. wh,ch.

lidsollabout haJf-way through.
lht-bool-rould be better writlen I w!3h I"'" ""Ihor had ~penla

b,l """"' hme on chara(1H Je..·elropr'Mnl and buil.hng up d..-amalK'
ll'nsion.l .. tshlhal ...... haddugab,td<>epeTmtolhegi.'ensolhet­
world '00 vampire ha"" .sou~?' asl.s )"uty She's w .... thev N''''
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Hoyle.StillmsillwLem.CarISaganl
"e"llupisabre..b1ed.C1Interthroughthe~ollife ..od

rompetmjl; thKl.........boul how !if'<' might ..~ ..od whether the S«ds
of hfe m'ght rorrw lrom ~l"""". (HOf>eStlv. m IIus romp;In" Ho\Ir and
WlCW....u.#!e -= ""lie ~·I Thm ,1"5 on 10 pI.ancts.
whether MUf() counts. how "'~ dlSCU\-'t'f thml. ....Nt males Ifvom
oo..p1table to Ilk All the rompehnf; thrones about .... hether or not
there is lile out the~ ..re pl.awd off ..gall1~ eoch other. all ..t the NITIt'

hect'cp.aa (nohvpothes.s r1'C<''''csmore than a coupleQt ~gl!5of

aUenhonj. There are chapters on see"ms messag<'S from sPM'". and
!;endlOR mCSloages to sPM'". b<!lore Venna wraps up With a series of
qu..'5loon, about what ....ould happen if we ever did ma"~ rontad
wllhET

Vem... is lh<JrQugh, and draws in Id~as from Mound lhe globe
and from thl' very lat<'St researc-h, bul this i. popular ,oumalism if
\'ou """w anvthmg aboul any o/tM sub;octs co'·l.'rcd here, you'll
leam nothmg ~ land you may well be irl.ed by h15 breezy
appT();oChI Fc>r lhose who don't lnow. howe-.'er. thIS 15 ill clear
~ble .and wide-rangIng mtroduction tQ an e\tr.orchn.arily
fasru'lillmf;sub,rct

I1 ''''$ {t."',,,m/rjIJr II,,'/"'ll1o,,'lIltr.
1'''l'!iljs n"l! M('lI1I1~JI. /11 Ih"" wml11X 10

IYnl,... II,,,, n ..."I"txisti"g III U"'I'<mII/<'I
f~lurr ,1,mc'L'''''' roulJ I... ""1,,,,,,1'd ~
tm.Ikl..... lrolp""---r'n II"'jldNlklprfWlIl
.lit/m,,;',". 1l<h1Ch " ",'~rfll .nJ 11II ,I
<JH>uld/Jr-

If the ch.:Ipter-operunR senlE'na'
aboved.-x"jl"l·t mol1.e,·oure-.'csbleed. then this could be lheboo.>l for
you. ',>boo:!, dehber..telv SO'b out f() "rile .. b.ad I1O\el but
oa.asionalh one wondeB U • ~tlChe IS belnR rommllll.'d
L;nlortu tl'lv ,tdoesn·ll..blong 10 Im.I OUI that IIw-1'e IS ni'lther a
Spmrad Farmer betllnd. thu novd

n... COVeT males for Intereshng ~mg. The loBI lew bluck
5<"Cm tQ be from pay-for- ....~'iew ~Itl"l, bul bv lheend they are commg
from l('t.llly unrelated arhdes m The Guarchan and National
Ge!Jgr..phi(', The publisher;s the So'lf-publishmg wing of Troubadour
rress. '11e previous volumi:. whl(''' w""' set eight years ear"~r. was
dislTlbulcd by Vine HQu5e who oiten::-d a similar service

1ne WQrld of 2078 has roalest:Yd mto five super.;;tates With the
sole e~Ci'phonof Britain, ",hid-! h.:l~ beo.>n overrun by gIant mtdh~enl
nt-mcn.l11e IUthmgs (~~usJ)' .....11ed clonesb... the author) were
........ te<! co\e-rtly bv a professor \\1>0 abandoned tlic" cmbl)'06o on ..
be.ach. not ....pechng th;,m 10 su,."i,·.., Well you wouldn't 111e
SUperpoweB h.a'e placed Bnlaln under a tr.Ide eITlNil'go. whICh
hasn't affected such things as mol>lJ.o phones or lilptoprompuleT5.
bul !as nccdWtilted the de\'doprnmt {<f food Injection.~ thdll !c Id,
fltt~lh",.~

Alter multlple dlgre;",Ions. IhI. pk>!: slow"· surts-. A~ ""'"
twenty \'I'at'!i old. ''(I\\'S rC'\'enge on the Ratlungs .... hen Ius father IJ;

kJlIed Ill" drodl'!i 10 go to Rumrunner Co,~ and. use a lime g.. te 10 Itn
bilCJcandstoptheRilthingsb.!forethcy~tstarled Fncnd~Bllland

Elite come ~long. despile Bill telling Elhe thal HGirls are,"t allowt-d
onllllslnp~ ErudBI)tQnwouldb<!proudoflhem

M...anwh,lc, Rathing. aTt! bemg ",urdered In locked roo"'~. Two
poliO' <Jffin'TlI (one human. th... Qih..-r a Ralhingl try 10 1101,,(' the

b«allSOl." Aleue hM been lund to her. rfllnlly.~ IS lame. I "'Ish thal
thoo 'Engh!J>' " ..m~ spo a l;mguage that was rerogmsabl,' old
mste-~ of ~y ""'\"lllg 'cute BnlJ5h (SK) ll«'mt:f. And I really.
mall~' wIsh th;ot the aUlhor u5<"d ·lyc-.mtttJure's 10 mer 10 ""en','''oI,'1'S
.Jonc.o. IIl5te~ 0( "I')' and all wne-aeatwe thal ""'ppen 10 <T<>s,;

);"tty·SJ"o1th.

The bool is ami..1b1e "'-'ji;h. bul Nn:Uy gmundbrHlJng "'hen>
It doesKOft' ..hNdof thooothen,.I ttunk,IS in ilshuDYnJty Kitty'san
engaging ch.:Ir~ whom Ifs h.lord to dislike, Pcrh.aps lho! bool's
greatesl appeal forme. howt\,t'l", IS thal unlile ..n !heather fem.J1e
werewol\olS m this genre. Kitty's not an ~Ipha fern;l\e And God
lnoWi, if I were a werewolf, I wouldn'tb<!onee,tl\er

Surendra Verma - WI,y Arell't
n,ey Here? n,e Question of Life

Oil Otller Worlds
Iron 8ookJ,2OOS,n2pp.I:1.... pIb. ISB'Il

"',.........
Reviewed by Paul Kincaid

Let's~n"'lthalJltieCDnI""'t.Ahghtvearis

!/On'Iethj~ li~ S)l78,6J5,37:\.I8J nuk's. In
otho!r words. If I "'eft' to dn,~ at a~v bO

mlles ..n hour. It would lau me, non-stOP.O\'t'f" 1.118 years l1) co,er
one light year. Our gal..w IS applO'\Hl'liltely 100.000 light Y""B

~. Even if we were ('''pilble of travellmg .. t the speed of light,
thal'.IOO,OOOyeal1>jU5ltomaJcetheone--waytnpil<:T'05Soneawrage­
lIoln-dgalal.y.lJycornpilnson,hurnanavllisationlJ;aboul).lXXJyears
old, and tIXhnologi('al (';v!li1..1hon younger still, If our very ru.1
manncd spaC't' ship hdd setQut lor the ""ar<'St Slar at one-tenth of the
speWQfllght.itwouldshllonlybeabouthaIJwavthert'lfyouwanl
an answer to Fermi's l'..rotdol.. It could simply be that TIO-OOl'·sh.lod
lim('l1)gel hert',·et.

On the other hand. If. now unronl.................lto assume th.aI!iOme
Sign of hI. w1l1 be found on Mtrs.~ there ;on> .. couple of moons
around JUp'M" and s.tum that .. re ..Iso Ioow.g proml5lTlg lllefto 15,

.almost cert.omh'. life of !IOInl' .0" out there. "''hether there is
intelligent life. what ,1'5 hlt.e. whiet:heT HoIIvwood mal.e-up artists
N"'~Kut 11 nght the!.e Me all qllO.-'shons lh.at nm1l' of us ('an ,I1U...er

llwrt' '11" other ~ues surrounding life on other worlds.
Although the ............15 we-rl' confidt'llllh.:lt other worlds would h.a,~

plilnl5 ..",J ..mmalsJustlt"ee.rth,bvthetuneoftheRri'orm.ation.
wllh Copt'mlcus and Gllileo Iransf()Tmlng the way wC' NW our !lalar
SHtem. thIS was a thoolog,('al mll1~r,eld If people on other worlds
"new Christ. that destroyl.'d any nolion of the uniqut'llt'55 of lhe
Chnstlan 1'I!\'c1..hQn; bul if lh~y did nOl, could they be wlthoul sin.
The wliole idl'a of hfe on olher planl'lS was such a Ihreat to t!1e very
fabric- Qf thfo Church thal ,t saw ClOrdano B",no burned .t the stake
In 1600, And it is still enough of 'n Issue for the Vah('..n tQ male a
pronoun<t.'1t1l'f1tonthiswl'jeC1;16fl!«'f1Uv,lSMay2(XJll

We h.avi! a uruVer.le 50 blR we annat comprehend ,I. m..de of
..... lter., m....teri0u5 we c.an t unde-r5t.and it. in""hldllheftm;ovor
may not be an unknown numbet' 0( pLuv~t~u~ .... hld> there m;o\ or
lTIiIy I10Qt bot Iih-. though~ h.lo,-.:' no KW' what form It mlRht talo.e or If
II ... ould b<! mlrihgenl or ............ If we ....ou!d be ilble 10~ the

Inlli:'lh~, ..nd il .,..n stili d.Jmn your immortal soul ~ w-onder
wert'f~ ..... toob)·thoo"",b,«t

To be f..ir. Au~ralian soena: journalist Surendr.. YffTN dCle§l1't
touch on lhe IheoIQglc..1 lmphamom 0( life on Qlher world" 10 this
entert"lmng hllle b<xlk. but he CO.....T5 just about e",,}'thmll else
There's a bnsl< trot through the I'lIstor)' of !;Cie~. from ArtSIQlle
onwards (with a prere....n<:c for lhe ldlosyncTilhc mo.... span' IS
devoted tolA'S<'arlel;'vor!l('C-< than Nt'wton's gravity); and of$('lene.­
fictlOll (equally IdiQSyn(l'atic Keplcr. Voltaire,. Orson WeIlL~, Fred

IIf
nos

PROlE T

John Von Kesmark­
Kytos - TI,e Dark Bey01ld­
17,e Rat1li"g Cl.ronicles
M.t.do•• lAicHt..., XJtl8,28Opp.l'9.9S,
tip. ISBN 97819QC219(,i

ReviewedbyJimSleel
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myste')', At the same lime. General slr'OOsor is p1annin~ a military
coup with the "dYKe 01 another Rathing Ir(lm a parallel future
dimens,on, Confusingly. the Parallel Futu.... Dimens,on, rres<>nt
Dimension and ['arallel Fourth Din,ension Futu.... all are dated
Deccmbcr2078,The", 's also a rcfercncctoa p.1rallelp"std,mens,on,
Ha,ing s<>me of the (haracters S<ly that H is all too romplicated for

them to follow dO{'!; notlel the aulhor off th" hook, On" suspect~ that
Von 1(t'Sm.'lrk is trying to ~'n'cnllhe wheeL but Ihe smoke and
<haosmeans th<1tit is hard to keep tra<k of what he is t')'ing toS3V. It

IS doubtful if he has aetuallr "'<1d any s<-;enC<'[iction but,gh"", that
characters make u"" of t,me gat", and pha5CTS, ,t """ms safe tos.,y
that he's watch~-dSOme on td""ision, It reads Iiu' a first draft that ran
through a spell ch,..:.. programme and es<:aped mlo the wild

A rond"d,ns ,'olum" will lollow.

Gary K Wolf &

Archbishop John J Myers
- Space Vulture
TorHook.200s,3J3pp,hIb,lsBN
9780765311i527

Reviewed by Martyn Taylor

Nostalgia is a pl-"Culi<1r affl,ction m
SF when", by ddlnilion (weH,
almost) tomorrow is better than
tooa)'. Ba<" in the day lh,·.... '''''n''
Tak" 'f IW"d(. and Pln",'/ Stories,
and n"ir Gord<l',rould be seen
every s.:.turdal' morning by g~.."ks

wilh lhickglasses, bridgework and queslions about n01e
)ou'!J g.lther th,s is not a nostalgia I "haTe, I don'lregard

Ile'inlein and And"rsonnsgods,jusl hac.. writers who had flashes of
brilliant im~i;inahOn I nonnally wanl more from som"lhing that
demands se"eral hours 01 mv hme. Spau V,dlur~ is nol a book
""leulat~'<l to tickle my tasle buds. In faci, by all ratio",,1 entena, 'I
should benothinll mOre than aeynieal paslirhe"'~istingfornomore

re;'lsonlhantheparlingofthegulliblefromtheirmoney.Th3titisnol
ISa teshmony to the sinrenty of Wolland My...-s. They don'tst'ek 10

e~ploit those wor\..s, bul to emulale Ih,'m, to I\."""".lle ttwm. That the
l-IeisenbergilU1 principle Ilut the m,'..., identification ofa d,'Sirable
pasl slate mal.es i1ll11p05s,ble to e~a<tly recreale that slale is hardlv
the,rresponsibd,ty.

The plot hardly matters. LJber·viHain Space Vulture eaptur~

uber-rop Captam V,ctor Corsaire, togelhe'!' WIth the new 10"" of
Corsa,r,,'. life, widow, mOlhe'r and progenitor of pionet:'rs, the
beaulifuLlcsourcduland redoubtableCa.li,whosetwoboys-Eliot
and Rcgm-fall mto the dutchcs of the Just R'd""mablepeltyerook,
Gil Terry. Spa<:e Vullure prepares 10 auction off the death of CorsalJ'l~

10 the highest bIdder among his numerous enemi..., all the wh,le
working his channs on Cali. In the meanhme, Ehot and Regin set off
inscarehoflh"irmolhc,r.E.-erythingr"nk'Salongatbn.'akned.pace
wilh the minimum of suspense - if you ever beli",'e thal everythmg
will not fall out okay for e""'l't'n", with that e~pt":I,-..t une~f".":I~-d

IWl.'it at the end then you are probabl\' twd"e rears old and thmk
St,,,·-s!,il,T'o"p<rsisabsululdylhebeslbooke"erwritlen

Wolt and Mrers ha"e written iI book wilh the.. tongues nowhe,..,
near th"ir chl'eks, which is why it works. I imagine th£')' mailed
episode"S to each olher wilh w,d"srins On their faces,e.lS~'rtoreJ.d

and write Ihe ne~t instalme·nt. It is quil" an achievement to create
som"thmg that should Caust' nothing but groans in Ihl'Teaderlhal,
d~'Spite eveT)thing. reads as bolh innocrnt and un·sdf,lware, a
pAstichelhallastes !I~",u"'e

As 1 read tlus I W.lS forcibly remInded of a Flash ("",rdon mo"ie,
the Buster Crabbc one rather than the Sam J Jone§.l ....ad this boo..

38

w,th the sn,ile on n,y fa<e that I e~pc<:1 Wolf ~nd Myl'T'S wank-d to
see lenjoyed,t Whatldidn'tdowasenjoyilenoughtoe\"l'1'w~ntt(l

s<-'e it oranvthmg like it e,..,ragam,

John Wagner and Colin
McNeil - Jlldge Dredd:
America.
Rebellion/2000AD,2008,£1I.99,
144pp, plbguphic nove!, ISBN
978190~37580

Reviewed byJames8acon

From Ihe world of Judge Dredd get
in the futuristic l'>'lega Cily Oue we
find.l laleoflove, hurtdemocra'l'
and terrorism.

Wc are told the slorv of ..
beautiful girl, Am~ne,l. who has id"als ~nd ~ moral ronviction ot
what fr"",dom re~lly me.lnS to her, Judg,.., judg'~lury and
e~ecutioner, 'nsliT fear in all ClIi7.ens at a voung as<" the young,'r the
better.FromanearlyageAmerieaseesthemtobce,'ilandthuAAlsh
Me,lnwhileherbest fciend B<.'eny is just scart.'<l o{them and pursues
his love of playing hisSlllcr(M'll"Cit" ~langforguil,")

In Ameriea'sey~"5, thejudgcs are a totalitarian regime,... istingto
sust"", themsdvl'S and ~UPPrl'Ss the JX-'Ople they claIm to protec!,
.-onhnually watching. suspectin!;. d"gradins and supp",."ing the
citi7.""s of Mega Cily One, I ler anger at the Syslem mani!<.'Sts itself ,'s
sheberomesapro-democra"Y"clivjst.~o}'whoisnotonl\'her

great friend,buI istrul}'ln love with her, is eventually spurned fora
pro-rlemocraeyooyfnend wh..'n he finds the stTength toaskh~'r"ul.

As Ihese two frwnds'!ives di""rg..-, one gets n,,"oln'd in pohtics
whileonesucceedsinfulfi[linglllsmuSlealdreams

We rt'fOm our friends years later. El<-,t'Tly i<; rich IxT(md his
dreams but is lonely. By chance, he onC<' agam nt"'-'iS Amen""
H..artb ...."khas left him inept wilhgllls. He is u$<.'d topropo.. tion"'g
rrostilut~"Sands\lddenlvhelSprop05il,omngAmerieaunderastreet

Ught

Things gels worse whell iltums oUlthallhe,r meetmg '5 a set-up
10 "'ill judges. Suddenly Beeny finds himself a witness to terrible
slaughter. Eleeny IS in shock. more SO as he realtseslholl terrorists
lea"e no loose eIlds. One of America's terrorist comrades shoots
~nydesp'teherdistr"ughtprotestatio"s

Heisn'l killed, lhough, and hero"ers for Am.. rica by lying to the
J\ldg~'S to prot<-cf her.

Amena lrads him down 10 lalk. She tells h,m of her !if" which
hasbeer1 one 01 tral'esly and horror, and she recounts the suffering of
unquanlifiableinjostices at the hands of the Judges. The Judges had
subvert~'<I .l peace/ul den'lOO"alic mar~h m order 10 beat il mto
submission; An,erica', partner was k,lIed dUTlng this. She was
impriso",-'<l and whil..- inmrn'rated the Judges told her that her
unborn chIld wJsgenelieallydekdi"eand forre<1 an abortion upon
h"r.The mUrdl7S of h,.,. pert'lt!l' and child havedrivcn her quite insane
with "enge~nreand tum,'d h"r from a subn·rsi..l' activist to terrorist
and she has joined Total War, a I"rrorist organisation

Her outpoUring bringR Am..-ri("a and Bet'n)' tugether, and they
ronsummate their love. She subsequently asks for mOll!.'}' (Ilr
e~pl05J\'<!S to blow up Ihe Stalue of Libcrty. Eleeny is besotted, he will
do whatever she wants but aLio wanlS to sa..e America from her hfe,
from hl'rSl'lf,totake heT away irom the horrors she is perpetrahllg
Ilow he tries todolhill,brings the storytoa dl)S<'. He know50r\C '''ay
Or another blood will Ix'on his hands.

Theend,ng 10 Ih,$story is one of the most poignant in the history
of Ihe judge Dredd "'"u"..,. The slory draws uponlhlrteen)'ears of
Mega City mythology and history, Reade,.,. of Dredd f~n,iliar with



t..... e..rher types of story ....e ..... suddenly presented ....,th .. ,...rv
polll>o5ed and obi>q..... .._ of t..... futunstlC city and YW­
mforo:>ment for<l" Ihoot Iu" ~al,..J~ man)' kw>gue In dlcd.. h,yrious
and ftOllnR _~ts. H~ W"w- lhrow!; a .......1 j!;OOSly as he
upturns tIw world rNders lnow 50 wcll and ~~ II In" '1"0'

lln$ymplllhetJc and Kuk' Nood dn.onched light It IS k'lhns that
ftghIHflyN",Lal<!f"thPs.tory('an~ltllbl'~upolllntN.lIghtof

what _ caU f......-doms In tocby'~ ",'orid.

Indudl'<l In this graphIC no..t'1 "'" two SU<n'SliOr ~. ,~"""""'

" (1101",•.; '" IJIf u.~/rt. ..nd u.ul A1JKnaIIIIlI" good story, bul
nDWhPre as strong OT'" effecti\('''~ tn.- original OJdtl lhough is qUIte
mt~""'lmg in that it ",ally "lIow~ a le'el of fl)C."Wi on Dredd'~ thmkmll

md t..... mentaht)' and plIychc of trn: <'adct mqueslion II"OllC.' of I"'"
belll,'r Dredd stories In its own right and tht- ronne<1ion i, quill'

''''p'red
Colm MacNeil'. o1rlworl oomrlemen!s' the slory. The .Iones were

c",atl'd O''''r si~teen yeo1K so (>f'N' gC'ls an Oppol1\lrul)' 10 IK'e the
..msl·. p~on from full colour beautifuU,' plIinlcd ul....orl to
where he worls on the mls ..nd lhe rokJu", an' rompul.... s-ralN
HIS I~ In AI'IW'IiclI I. I1'\CTPlhl:>1fo and thrn> a", a nu~ of
JmolgC5 ....hid\a..... ju5lK.'Ol'OlcThlSISag.....lgr..fol,,,~.

Gene Wolfe - A" Evil

Cl/est
TorUS,2lIll8,30lpp,hIb,ISII~

9'i8O'i65J!1lJ6
Reviewedb),M.. l1inPoll.

It has"""·n a lQngt;meslIlC<' I
have Tcad an)' Gem' Wolfc o1nd
wdh the sl......ve notes
advertising "l.ov<'Cl'aftlo1nnoir
fiction" ..nd subsc'qurotlv
"Loo.·ecraft meets Blade
Runner'"' my ."tiopllhon was

Ku~ koin& a fan of all.......~
Tltisno,'f'llSSl'i ma""",r

fuluR'notd;a,mdarlOcu"",,1
11........ apllrt from tIw fold tNI I'NJllmd has madto ronUICI WIth a

.sm~ e,tr...terrestnal cw,hsallOn WIth which II is a>-eustlng ......u.
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and gt"l1<1ralll' tedtnologial ad",.na.'$ ha,'eroohnut'd The story has
an mtngumg ~t.1rt WIth ()nI-' of our nw.m cha~to-be, Or Gldron
0\.t<E', m Inlll'r",,,w with the' r-lent of thio IJrut<-d St.lll'll who

",'uhes 10~ Or ~'. -.'n'1C6 10 fmd. and it IS trong"
su~ mm....lt'. one 'W,ll,.m Rl;,..' who .. ronsod<-rtd 10 be •

threat 10 Nhonal !ieC'Urity 0.- l~ dn.......' more 1:»' tht: thnn of thio
puuJe sunoundmg his qu.'llT}'lhoon matenahs~ gatn. and d«Idll'll to
accept Hliplan ~~unploe.tosda~·tr.pusinRCaITWC~ a
~.I,,~ unlno....." actress. We then disco,-er more abl)ul 0.­
whIch. delIghtfully. JrK",a5C$ the my~tery surroundmg hIm .5 he
mphco1lly develops MISS C.SC'" duns""" IQ new height•. mo1kmg her
.starovemlghl..lIractingthc.lI~nlion$ofCho15t"·.quo1rrv

Thus lhe trap IS set, the<:aSIIS ",ad)' to pla)'tho;olr pilrl, and then,
it app"ars. Gene Wolf" dt>ricks to tdl o1nother story. A love In ..ngle
whi"h ne.'ll'r ......Uy salisfi"s, pla"l'<l out 10 01 backdrop of a horror
ell"mentt>.lrclrhinledat. untIl thehnal Hfth of the boe;>l when lhe
m.l('Volenrehast>eo.>nl~equatdvbulltupo'"rthekl1glho(lht­

nanatl\'e 10 have an)' .....1 Impact. The cturacter 50 brilhantlr
inlrodu~ and l'Jesho,d out, Or Cha!il'. IS effectl\eh losl from tlte
story (although he is one lldr- of the' Io\'t' tn.llngle albeil a
p.......omiNntlv absent one) much to tIw dt'tnment of IIw TNder'.

in,'OI'mtfttlll>lIwremainingcharilCk'ndonotha.,t'tlwy.."'wlO
romrnand our 1Tl~ or ,,·mplllluc:s. ~h.Cnrvs I'6oCtIOrtS 10 somr
vel"bILIlTe",ft'ltsan'IO"-thal I had 10 reread_p.1OSi1lli\" 10

malt' !lUre 1 hadn·ll1USlead. I~Id ha,'f' furgiVftl tIw authc>r had the
IWO narr..t1\'~ had a oo'er lk' up ..111w flT,..1e but th<oy d.... 't.~

hasw"IJ"~offllwcar,,asandiIISlefltoth<-'hcroinetuC"<~

Ihefin.tllr.lgiceo,·CTllSalone

In the op.:nlTlg ho1lt 01 the boo\,; lhel'l' Wl sume .. ,,:dlenl
sequenct'l .n f"Munng Cha!il' - and th~ n'pal1 b;,:tWl!\'n Chase
and Co1li<...· was very reminlsrent of Bogarl and Bacall and wIJTh'<l
wQnd"rfully Unfortuno1t"ly, as statt'<l aoo"e. II fell hke Wolfe dIdn't
wanl 10 fini~h Ihat slOIJ and got d,Slr;K1oo by anotrn:r sadl)" rar
inferit>r and ""'lfe<1i..... lhc wV«T.. fhan elemt'ltts a", mimm.. l 01'

me.....lyunde"ek>pedasideso1ndlh.!BladeRu~rref~15Wtal1y

inapprornate How"'....., SInce ~dlTllt th15 booll ha.e found my.....ll
refle.:tln~ upon It and can't help ruzzbn~O\'eT "'.....11 must "",to

ml5Sed. Sol SUJ'POS<'.I somesu~ ""'" I ft"y~ Ill:>ul not
ne.rh' half as much .., ttw OO'ofl 11 ahould ha,..,b<!e'I

Particl8~
These iIIll same of the gtl1er bookl we hIM leen rrcently. Amention here don 001 neauanly p=lude Blull reWlllW 11\ a latet' isslII! gf Y«fl)/'

J.yAmory-TIIe l\'i..glrH 80fi
Colbna. London !OOlI,Mllpp, (12.99, Ifp IS8.'\i 9780575Oll37H
Tlu. volu"", I>nt'IfjS<og~cher~hnc t....o,-olurne5(71orWJ~ &,.:nDl>
....-Jr",.lMrftlorRtlrwtlr l'lrr rt ::.nr,lof.-' ....1ft'"rnDrl.<::Jouded
Woridwnes..

llay......... a..MOft-M..t.,GI.rSol,.,
Orbit.!OOlI, 32lpp, Ui.99, pIb, ISBN r,slMH9nS8
()(1""'lt...."'ncn't'lfromtlwKonanuD!&iI.IEnI'"""""""'.'·..:I"'-'P"'"
ml\mgspvthnllrT.".,th.nooFem-upachon.

"Ink Chadboum - Thr 8""""1 Mu
Goll.nn:,london !008.3J9pp.tU.99,tJptSBN9780S7S079-t9(i
Fut·p"coo and enlerlatnJng. I>nnglftS l('!l"lh", the besl dements of
h-orror.urb.onfanu,yandlhnllers

Slt>'tnOo""lebon-h'./Rnv1I.,,'
Colbna.londcm!OOll, i89pp, Oa.99, hIb ISB" rtOSiS08!.W
\'olunw ""'0 of the ~ ChmcurI<s or Them.. CO\·enar>1 nu. "'""
volume " ......t.,,"" ",'tIommed.,.. Don.>lds"." .......,· f_

5.ara Oo<ls!u-TM TrrUtnlCi,..lkl
Harpo1'VO)'...,London1OOl,S~p.a.99,plbISBN~!
Volunwtw<>", lhr Dari.g;laa:l. Moon...", tnlog)'. tpic: fanb;,' '" tht BI'llOls
_Od

GrtlS Esan. f"c..drscntu
Goll.ncz,!008,)OOpp,(l2.99,lfpISIl'l'i80S7!W.lII1&J5
H.rd Kil'TlC\' and cooflict from Ega........v>Cwed ~I issue by Stuart Carter
ondnow mboolshops
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St~v~n Erid'Jan _ r"lIllt~ ""uNd.
8.nl.mrrnl,2008.(18.9'.I,hlbIS8N9780593(l.&(,]71
\',,10"'" 8 In Iiw' r..bl.ZIJl Ilo<* ot the fllkn rnllOlh· Krb".wd ..pte

/.n~ In tlw Gcu'l\C' R R \brun l;\)'"
J....niftThllon-I\'ol/fJI.dr
Orbil.Londf-ln2Ol\o6,711pp.D.9't.pJbI58~'78I&&I~'KS2S

f"laotdlhf'O"'ft~I.. Iorndt.F"'kJn·lh<-rotne_blOd,~·to
1lI""' ..... rnNJUoot ...n"lilnu...l'J'X"I...~·

W.)"',.. G lbmmond .nd Chrillirw Sc..1I _ 'lJt~ l ....1 tt' till R••V" A
fU.kr"C ,..••""
H.rpn Coil, MOS,8'Hpp, 02.9'.1. pIb 158... 9:'8lIllIT"!70606
r.p.eri>lcl.. NltIOn 01 tIw; usriul rNddl p>lk to lht et- r...IOI",'
Wl..,.....vllho./rlhthopoftcSoaet\,A"·Mdlnlnlhn"Slud......

RoMrt I-l~inl~,n _ 1I...,,,;r.: Collrrtrd \\,,,,.lJ .."d T,,"'lrJ, rd. ADI'

AD"d"
T""I9'.IZ,:Hlpp,lIpISBN97lI0765320S44
\\'~kome n-pnnl or I/U$ \>Qol 01 I\"orLs by.nd "SS,\\, on HL~nlL~n' h'&h!Y
.........mmmd<'d

JM Hill_fl"att·SIt"I"'" Bo;r

Golllnn.ZOO7,~03pp,U;.99,"p.ISBN'780575081864

11IJ!hly ,,~I",m ..d d"but I\I)\""II'llm HIli, In., "'In "f St,'ph"n I\:ing. llus i••
gh""troxko\,<". R""i"wL-dln I""r", 251 b\'Po,,1 Bot"mon

Robinllobb-RrNrg",lr·,M"Ki(
Hlrpet VOY'8~r,London 2008, 7601'1', £8.')9. plb IS8N 97800071%l03
"The /",.1 part 01 lhoe l~tL.,.t tril'Jg\' Qj lru. ,'..ry popul~r.nd "nll'T'""ning
wnll'T

r.uIMcAul",-C",,·!Hry,bg.ols
GoII.nn. 2007. 4081'1', 0.1)19, lip IS8N978057508ll36
P'I-""bIo.;~ ot McAu",,,"s " ...1I.~,'~ .1t,,",,~ hl~.

\ .....1.... l5-I hv Can' o.ll..tn.

fiOll.l \1<lJlIosh-Co<UnJ
Orbit.%Olr.',556pp.D'.')9,pIbI5Bi'oI'r.lIl&l14'Hill
T1urd volu:ow III lhoe .~_ .\', Id, st\'" r....:1'>nton _ trom u...

popuu..A.ulnh", ...thor

Y'...~i P~Il .._ - n~ Sent ,,'Slu.dDlN
VOY'Il'T,2007.~55pp,£6.."pIb,IS8i'o1'rSlll1072lOlI7

-'lJtrT_sUg/Nip'
V"Y.g~r,2007. «Opp, £6.9'.1, pIb, ISBN rllOOll7l~on~

- n .. ro"rlro/Ttr·,liglrl
VO)IIl~•• 2008, 01061'1', Ut.9't,pIb ISBN 9780007210111
F, ....I IhrN booLs on I pr<ljlO'ctN !io:<JU"""~ 01 12 'rum new US "'T\l"r
Pet"' ......... In IM iw'al 01~ \'~ ...,. jNnn... Arclwf "orw ro onI\' lw..lw
n",rl.I'A,rtc<! urrurseJ -wllh Iiw' pow..rto.lI,'<:Ilhelol"mal ball!.'
bt'1"""nhsJ1r and sh.du'" A"""·l"'I>I,,nrhe.upemahlralfllm1ul.

Brian Rudd~y_ l,'lIllrrhi.11t
Orbll, 2006, 5Hpp, £7.99, plb, ISBN 9781lWU9n~ l
Bd.n Rudd~y-B/"",Ih~"

O.bit,lOO8,528pp,£H.99,hlbtSIlN978IS1I~94388

"The 1"'sl two "olumt'J In n.., CodIeJs Workl TII1<>g" b\' Srotlio.h .ulhor
Rucl.."'r Th~ ,.Iull·l'tl..l,<'d <'pie '",Iuv wnh. c...·h, l"lit - b.1UJeo,
ma&", and truchen' Ul I....' '.sh"", of r_ Morwood .od ~<' R R
~brl1h

Ro....rt 5«l1l.ndJ'yGo.don-'lJtrurio. Sc'n.'"...
GoIl.na,:wDlI.5':11pp,c.a.9't,tlp.ISB.... r8115~:!J
T1u.rd and h....ln"u "'!heEllim~~'~l<tantl."Ihtho:mouJd
otO"n••],I_andJord....

J RA Tolld~n .nd Jo/'In 0 1tr1..liff_T1t<' 1I"I,,,.,o(,lIr ItoWrll r ..., 0....,

\fr8ll&:r".
H• .-pO'<COU'N.:wDll.£'.9't.p'bISB....~
T1orHl$toryoltlt.. III-lbh"P• .,Tu'O:"fUtt... t,,8<oj'W
H.rp<'< ColliAS. :wDlI. 'll6pp lboth ¥olumes.l. £'.9'1. pIb ISB"

~""'':'O
fko.uWulh' pn"lo<'O'lt.",l.ndo:<!ll<'d. trus .. tho-t"II011!:"""mlf\Uocrlplul
Tl.-IJ•• I. (<lmpld~ ,,'lh ......· ..<hlor\ll.nrwltlt~-. mt",a1 """H. Ind...
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and IIlU~lr.tlon~, Whll" IhL' IS tu .... 10 'pp".llo Tol1..I(,'fl·' manl' ,.n.., lhe
tw,)~ "'Ill .ho ••stiNt" wnter<, COllc>.nd at\l'<lnl.' "'ho w,""ls 10
k>lmmo... aboulliw'~throughwhlchlbookKfV"'... <h.o~~·nJ
deo.,,1ops A "onJ<"rlul.d,J,I"""10 rheToU.-l<"nJ'<1Ipen

s...nWilli.m.-"s''''''''hsBooI..:SOOt''.. Rrt....
Omil, 2llO7. 36'1'1'. 0.99. -pJb. 'SBN 971l1lUl~951'J.1

FIr>t"ulu..... 'n._~Of'<"B5erin-.~............I,n\ ... I ... ~'i.I~,B.-n

}e.pes. """. ~I on ...... nurlet p'p..rt.ld...

f.P ,Wilson-B!1'lJtrS.........
"0'I dwf<;0""'......... 3lO8.:H7pp.hlbIS8N97IO'765317070
r.rt thnlkr. plrt da.lllh~\'. thto IS • .-. ....In" In lho.· Rcp.utmlr' lid
5<'nt"Ib',tlusb;. 1Ihg.ulhor

Or5on ScoIt Card -I ~pno/Drno"'.

To.,N~w ~'o'1o.2008.656pp.hIb IS8N97lI07l>SJ1)1'J';"
T"..-ntv 1"'0 01 C...d·s shor1 IIon<'$ from Kn_ C..,J·s ea"""
"'p""""'"nll no! only hlS wor\. In 5F.nd I~nlow, NU hI' !l1"......nd
"l"m1<.>nw"tln8s,plusliw'rwoll... lr;KkR"'erno.....lt~s

T~rryBrook.-Thr[INlo/Cinl'l/J

Orbil,london2007,37~pp,£7.99.plb tSBN97811W1~95767

~ .. ,)ISh..l\nanboo;..2.N"w"nll)·,nan"lher"fl~nlaS\,·.1""g ...l ..
runninl; cr'< ",-'r""

R'Ih,~yC.ml'b~ll-n.. Grit, 01"" Diltl:
Virgin 8ool..s. London 2007. 341pp. £7.')9. plb ISBN 9780753513811
T,·trIhchorro'lhnl"'rba'i<Sl""undmusiclulls~ndn"d.-

A L.... "lutinn _ Thr".'0",.1;, Dd....lit'r'

Tor. 1<0 ..... YorklOO8,317pp, lip 15BN9780765318l0
H..t..botlE'd noor dctl!rtl,.., no<~ .et in • ,,-orld of rol'oots.nd hlll<" grom
men;thtoI<"r1eloIlSf"sansw <"rloClenC""" ..ndj,m8ulet...'T

AI,n Ctmp....U-lroor ""g<"1
To. Ux. .....ndon 200&, 435pp, 07.99. hIb ISB~mU05Otll360
The~Code, \'oWnw!. \1io'v>lw....qu..bn'-· ~ In. I.>g-bo:!uod
VldonInshlC' WOIId lrom IhtslCdlirnNI StQIhJh ...nlff

MiotyMIUof)'-Mu/o;.NI",1
Tor. '~wlorlo.2OOI.lWpp.llp ISBN 978076531802l
PmI~.ma,...,lnJswasht>udhn&"J-"YdeblJl"",,'clrt"f'k'«'.... ,th ....<tv

hl'T"""".nddl'rn.ns...w

f.1I~n O.'low .nd "~lly Unk 6: G.vift J Gnnllfid _ 'lJtr Ir.r·, &,t

F.Nt.''1"..dIlDrtI-lt2007
Srl\l."in·.r~u.N..wYo,k2l107,4272pp,lIpISB""'')78Ol1:!J69.&2l
The Iw....tl('lh ..nnu~1 roIl«tion. ro"l'Ting ~.Ind cont.1uung srones bl'
JO\C\' C..ul 0'11", G.-ne Wolf". o..ho Sl'crmon. G..-ull R,m.n ,~II

V..ndc""""r.ndm.nymore

Ann~ "lCC.ff....y .nd £liu....lh Ann Surborough -Or/US'
B.nl.mr'''n.l.Qndon200l1,ll3pp.117.'I9,hlbIS6N9780S930St>I~1

600.'~lhre.':Qft""TwlnsQft'''I.)'bel·,Shapc·shift''rs"nd>Qngbl\'1ldIn this
SF ....S.bast'dlln Inuit, C"lhC 3nd Soulh Sea bland "wlhology

Adam SI~mrl~ - SIn.,,,,,, Q/So~g
TorUS:r008.288pp,hlb9780765316301
This," l!w:'so.'<O<>d",I" no"el from S1empJe. lhesooot J~",,'ol..... and
I..l .... up ",!w:'~ hi. <kbul. ~m,\ " 5<>uI" left oH, Bkn,hnl; mll''':, G1chc
.nd ~'l,,'r A""'rI"1h IoIU nd!he ddeel"'C gcn.... "" durts tiw'
••h<"n'ul\"!> ", soblmgs 8rid nd Srot1 IS rho.-v hunl I<lr Iho1. m.-ng
broth<'. Oougla n...- w"lIng .. strong and !he dlI,I<I,'''' _ who In: not
11" ... ..~tll'« _ "·cll-drawn.. bl..el\" to I~l to 1_ of a......... dl'
t,ntand£mnuBult

Domini. Took - T10r StD"S 0/Ari••
T'lhIi....t2007,I~pp,a..."tlpISBi'oI'97tlO'I'i56IZ305
n...• ...,lf·pu..1N><.Jdd>ut""""Itw; ..........I ....""'!I:th<.....>UI..I\·.I"-ri\
pIotlnd • ......., Inw>ft >d.:"" It ~1'I<Jt ...,..,"'.,...•n"..,\ re..t, nuud,' d ....
10st\1lSh<,J""cull..... Toot. .. d\slnx:Ind ..........I....,;unbo-dlllocultlo
loUow HL· ....~no_ulttuolJld'I""\·""'_,..,IMlO\"·h'he .....
ch."""'"tru~publ"""",,,rouW'He~I...cnl""'........."nc',.nd 1h.'P"iw'goes
on"·nhnl'''''lh.loltwho.lplromarop''~lIor.''''h.o.mu<htoot'"
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Transmission. Interrupted 3:
Midnight at the lost and Found

by Saxon Bullock
If there's on" thing that Season 4 of U>$/ has proven, II'S Ihat
hOling IS everything_ Barely had the producers behmd t~ long­
n.lOning Island-.5et myslery saga al'll1OUnCt'd a definile d,lte l"or
the soenes finale - 2010, 011 the end 01 the sn:th season - when the
~ \'inlets Strike Cilme along and threw e~"erythlng up In the
air, Suddenly, fans who'd al....~y "'ili!ed patIently for 9 months
were Iookmg at yt"t more waltmg. while a maSSlW quesl)(lfl mart.:

was hangmg ()\.-er whelheT L<>sl's 16-qnsode- :DJ6 nm would
male II beyond its eighth ImtaJment

Thankfully, this uncertaInty dldn't last loo long, 0r10i" the
stnl.e was settled, the production hIatus ended, and lhe show
was able to continue_ However, the after-effects w('re hard to
aVOId - not only did 54 lose two episodes (..md show obv,ous
signs of last-minute compression and rewriting), but it also
oouldn't hide that SQme of the show's bad ~torytel1m8 habib;
were stIli alive and well Al ils worst. Imf's fourth kaSQn is as
befuddling and froSlratmg as ever - and yd, out of this
pol.-.nlial1v tangled mess has "lso <'merged :;<Jme of the show's
mosl coru;.lstent and cntertiuning malerial ~-el tillo"ng lis
T'OOvehshc,. mulh-1aY"'rt'd, time-hoppmg narralivl.' and puslung 1I
furtho:orlhanP\'erbefono

Followmg m the wale cl 53'5 nund-blowing finale, In which
lD<t's storyll'lhng structure w~ up-t'llded lhanks to an

Unl;'\pecto.'d switch 10 a post-Island nash-forward. 54 esst'ntiillly
chilfb Iwo stories. In lhe prt'5Cfll ifs the lale cl lhe remaining
piallt' crash ~UfVI~'ors slroAAllOg WIth di~'lSlons If'1 their ranM
(WIth separate groups fonning under the leadershIp of J;ad. and
Lod.I'), whll(' ill50 d,scov"nng that the ~wly amved and
myst,mous crew ml.'mboers from the offshore Freighter aren't the
b<'nignrescuepMtythl'yclatnltob<'.lnthefuture,it'sthestoryof
the 'Oct-'"nic Si~', Ii'll' only survivors to make- It off m(' Island ~

who Ih('y are, what they're doinfl, and how their pasts are
n'fusing to lel them Jive-In pl.'are

Most of lhe 14 l.'pisodl'S lhat m..ke up 54 sa" ~t at 11" most
rewarding - mysteries are 5('1 up. bul a large number of them are
501~'ed bV the end of the M'0lS0fI. and lhe show rduM'S to drag out
the nash-forward structure for too long B~' the end of seil!lOfl
finale '!here's :\0 Pbc.-e LJke Home-', the 'pn:o:senl day' Island­
b.tsed section of the plot (whIch has rt"miIioed In 2004 SIr'Oa the
show's beginningl has been wrapped up, and most of the 'nash­
l"orward' gaps ha~"e hem hlled 11\. r-.:arrahveh, losfs futurt has
nl;'~l.'r been qUIte so ambiguOUl>.

BUllhen. some of the ~how'~ besl material has been born out
of the mom('nls where the SIOry lalo.l'5 a sudd('n left lurn- and it's
to the cn-dit of E:\I'C l'rodu~f!1 Carlton CUM' and Damon
Lindl'ndot Ihat so far, Ihey'v(' mostly managed to get away WIth
it L1s, has been able tocilrry offlonf\-form storyldhngand make
the majonty of it fl"l'l organic, as if there is a g('fluine plan al work

SQmcwhere in lhe b.ackground (as opposed to &1U... ,ar GIlI,lC!i(Il'S

hab,t of throwing kooky ide;l5 atlh<' wall and seeing what stICks)
54 has also seen the show heading In a much darkl.'r, bleil""",,r

dln_'C!:1OrI. matching the mood of thl.' S3 finale and pushmg the
Ie~'el of viol~ P\'l'fI furt,,"" JU\laposmg the cilstilways hope
for~ wllh the knowledge thal only sn. ffiille It off the IsLmd
(and lhe largel" tragic and downbeallrafl'dOrV of the.. T1"<IIltmg
1ives)gi~~ lhewnoleS<'ason .. bltt~weetair-but moslcl ..lI. 1I
ha.~ meilnllhat uncertamty I~ bM:l. In the ITII\ In a big Wa\'. The
nash-forwards recall the sense of Intngue and interronrwctedness
thal defil'll.'d SI bul wasn't alwa..." susldioed, e',~pt no,,-. I""t"ad
of Simply bemg "bout ~Will they ever t"SCapl.' the Island'~_ the
show Ul suddenly bigger and broadl.'r

Episodes like The Constant' (54 EOSj, 'The Shapl.' of TIlIngs 10
Come' (54 10(9) and 'Cabm rever' {54 Ell} were Lost finng on all

cvlindCrlI,balancingcharilcteriS.l\lon, intrigueanddr~ma (asweJl
as taking the show closer 1han ever before towards g('flUITlt' SF)
The reg;ulilr stream of plot revelations and foreboding ml'T\;lCl!
bUIlt up throughout the season, and peaked WIth the thrt'e-part
finak, which perhaps WOISIl't qUltl.' Ob gnpplng as 53's chma\. b..J1
still ~ked .n e-mollonill wallop And with the pre~louslv

Il1t"5GIpable Others missing In acti("C\ for mosl of lhe soeason.. we­
Iw:I a new group of mntl"T)' d\.Iracters and antilgOl'lUltt In the
crew of thl.' Fmghtt'T_ Clnnv ashnl; made sure that pe-rf....nners
lile ....l'Il laong. J...rem\ Dal-'ies lOOCl' ilgam mining 1'115 5lighllr
spolO.-d-schhclo.land thefant.a:.lic..U)·grizzledJeffF.t.ey.,.....reable
to ma"e a good Impression_ Combmed WIth the Pre:5elle\' of
season 'big bad' Daniel I{(>amy, and the continued mampulations
of Benlamin Linus {playt'd with effortless style by Mlchael
Enu.'fSQn,who'sevolved into one of the show's best performCrlI),
IherewasenoughtokO!<'ptheshowconsisll'ntlygripping

And yet it'd be impossible 10 dl.~ibe 54 as a hands-down
smash, or to !\,1y it fullv mamtaloOO the Improbable return-lo­
l"orm of 53. For a start, despIte Ihe high-octant' impact .nd pile\' of
53'5 fifl,)le. Through the Loolo.mg Glass', '\edions of 54's first half
SoIW. return tOil dawdhng~, and a sense lhat charilClen "'ere
being leltto sil around w.itmg for 50mething 10 happm (ltll'nlly,
In the COlse of Locke's biz.arrel" dU'Khonles5le-adersl'llpl_ A couple
of epl'>Od~ felt ~t dl~posable (l"'ipe-ciillh- the dull and
unmformall~'l.' Jul"'l nashbad, "The Other Woman (54 E(6)).

while evl'fl the I1I'w~found n.rrallve tricks couldn't ma~ the
ll\iImpu1ilti~'e- structure of 'Ji "eon' (54 E07). with Its 'lnleTcut
nash-fDn'Oardand nashbacl.'twlst, feel lil.eanvthlnK other than a
sharneles:.con

A blggl.'r probkm manifl'Sts itself in the So"ason's over,ln:hing
plol. One of 54's primary driVes of llltrigUI' is the real reason for
the Freighler's prcSI.-'llCl' on thl.' Island - lhe mission 10 recover
Ben Linus - but in plil«'S, lhe lack of I'~planalion i'i('('ms murky
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and mu1tI-I,'ycTl'<i WilY, and doe<;n't mill" itl! ~mooth fight. While
ottl.'n painted in a posiliyelighl,tlwjoum"y towards filllh Jlso
often seems to be hth.'rl'<i with corps<.'s, With Irr.llionilhl\, ",tt"n
l""d<llg loa ,',oleot death (Boooe in SI. Shannon 10 52, "Ir [}..o 11\

53), E, .'n Lac"!."s inner perct'pllOn 01 himsdl as a
warrior/..nilO\an (somethlOg that's pre"lIll1"l" bt....'n ........'Tt ... , a
lilrgl.'h· pos'h"CJlIpe<1) isc... Ued intoqul"iI>onm~,thanJ,.stolhe

l1a~hbads 'n 'Cabm fe\'l'r~ (54 Ell), oInd !.Axlc·s l"\'entu...l
d""lInalicon n a rorpst' In the Hl"IlIs and Or"w Icr FuO\'r.1 rarlour
at the end 01 SI's fmal qnsode

On the- other hand, the ·s the rath 01~ oInd rc~
"h,ch Ja.:llllllows illllhe "' through SI\." ...... 10 tt!l· I!\lenl 01

Ios.<ng h,s rilhonal1h' In ....oIM of il, ending the h.land .1....., line in
54 as ilO arr;umc.'ntoll, ...e and un~"ngmlrn>l" 'moIRc of locJ..o:o
,111 the end 01 53/. and what does dcolr-<.:UI. hen..c ral«;JoOilhl" get
hlm~ A lutU.... dO.'Stiny ..... a ,,,It-popping,. alcnholl( slldl 01 a moIn
.....ady to embark on a loCrru-Iunatic quest. unable to continue w'llh
his life unlll he e'orci~ the ghoslS he left !:>.a,l on th.c> bland

Undcrneath the mystery, the layeM; of obluscahon, and the
Who's ~tc going 10 ~d up with~~ "lu,~lion~, th.: baltl...

betwccn R,::,1SO!1 and Fallh - how we p"'rC'!I\'" thiS light. .lnd th,s
b.lI...~,andho\V'taif«lsusasp<'Qple-,stkeC\'Tttraltl1i'meof
the ~how You ciln argue that thl' fre'1uenl lon~t'\II's dnd blind
Jllcys don't ht'lp In puttmg this Jcross, or that tl", show mlghl
ha\'" lx......n stronger wor\..mg with fewer episodes, or wllh a (Inn

end·dateliwu from theslarl (althou~he,·~ ha"ing lhatdidn'l
m... I..e J Ml(hilcl Straczyns\..i"s run on B/lI'~lllrl 5 uo)" eaSler .. /
There's truth 10 .Ill "I thi~, ..nd it's ~rl,lInlv 1.'01,,'10 undcrsl... nd
why mOll'" "iewcrs may have 10'i1 patienC'l-' but /.Q;;/ is the
e"eerl1on thal rron'S the ruk a Wild and crazed loner In the
kerd at US nctworllclt'YislOTl that dluslrJtl'$ as mu..:h b\' whal ,I
get..nghlaswhal'tgets ...·rong.

Iltrustr... t,-s Ilconlu""",,,ilperple\~. bul ,t's also (apable 01 a
s\"nthc",~ of acting.. wnting. dll...·ctIng.nd ~lon'ldllngth.al 01 she...
liu. H.~ can only dn.'ilm of w-l is bedddf m I,... tho.' kmg ~ame
and wh,l.c the "''l'I\lual !il'-0l'S fina .... walhnli .t the ,..,d l>t SO i!;

almost guaranltW to> not g<'e am' of the 'r"JI iIlbWcn many
,',"'Wo,'r.s seem 10 <k-mand, fOl" the momo.."'l'1t ~ d polo? il~ ~hps and
m,staJ..o.-;, _ II'S conllOuing to show thal SO 1'Tnl">o. lhe 10'-'",,",'
il5clt can to.: mon! '"te~ing. illum1n.iltmg and In>portolnl lhan
lhedcstlfut","
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~::I~:':~i:~'~~=:I~:~:I:lc~l~ ....-----_......,...,... _

Widmore l" dMarKler who'll "", "r eso::ape
the ~Irange ip1Offi\ of being pla"ed by Alan
~Jlm from 'elghbours~ Dale). 1\"dmoR"s
l'l'asuns "ro~ !\an' In the e\t~. and the
mystcn· t:oehlnd lhoi- faked wred.ag... of
Oreank flight 815 (complete w,th dead
bodlCS) 15 more perple\mg than mtrig\lIng.
w,th kooth Ben Unu and Widmort pomtmg
«n1Slng fingl'r!II ,111 each other and nod\lng
resembling resoluhon.

The 5C'l'fW' bo!tween 1Io.-'n and I'lidmore In
ThrShapeolllllngsTo Come' IS oldmlltedlv
powerful. t'<petiallr In the waM- 01 the
brutal n,urder of Ben's adoplJ\l' daughler,
but,t"ialsoaroupleofstepsawa"fromth...
lmd of o,'enYritt~ and Inromprehen.~iblo.'

babble that TI,,· X·ril,,,, used to deal in WIth
its mythos ep'S(llk>.s, and Losl pursues that
dlr,'cll"n at il~ own T"k Too much, and It
start~ gl'lhng in thl' way of thl' show's frequenlly entertaining
nuts·and-bol1s action ad\"enrure

If th':-n!'s a slngl... elemenllhat polOtS O1.lt the flaws bolh of s.l

In p.1rhcular and /.P.;l m gl'neral, howl"'cr, Ifs tke n.'lum of
Harold r ...m,.,.,au Ir as MichaeL One of the ongil1ll1 ,;ea!\On's core
characteT'\<. MlchJd was badly !il'l'"\ed b~' S~ spo.·mhng most of il
howling tor the rt:1um of Ius son or ab'ient altClgether. ilnd his
departure Olt th... blJnd along with Willt was ant' 01 the ~how's

!:>'gg,-st nolppl1'lg plo'l threads, s.l was ob"I'llI,I)' meant to t.., thal
thrc;>d up, bot "hill' the ~vmg 01 \tu:holl'l's dMarolct.,,- as
guilt-riddt.'n, 6tTilOged from hi~ son and d~per~le to alOlW "'as
elfool\e. 'en' httle w~actuolll\"doni' w,th It

\leet ....·:"·10 Johnson' (SI·W). an epl50Jc ollmost enll.....l~·
dedlCaled to a \lKh.wI-amlric fbshb-Kk, ,,~ undoubte.:!ly the
S<'oISOn'S wca}...."S1 II1stalrrn."'l'1L and sa-mt'd 10 C\lnSlSt of nothll1g
but f'erT<ne~u Jr loolmg oIwlward and tcfUe. E\".."'l'1 In tho.- 5easorl

ch......... whocrt MlchoIel is iinally told ~'ou un go nov.'. 1>)" the

hland and meet!! h,~ end. there's a SC~ of bcll1g massi'....l)'
shorH::han~ The plolting ll'pt M,~l .scpolral... fTOm mOl>l of
the ensemble (he only IOteract.s w,th four of thoe regular<), and
e"i'n his ev~ntuallNlcrificeos far from heTOlc, aCling 010..... as a plot
de\iO,' and leannF; a general feeling of di<&~tistacllon (a fl'l'ling
shared by Perri".,au Jr., who's lx'('n vocal about his unhappiness
at lhl' way Michacl's n.'tum washandlcd)

Probably the greatl'5t credil 10 the "rit.'" and producers
behind 1..0>1 is I" say th"teven with Ihl>.sc lmds of mlSI.. I..es, 54
still shows a shMpness imd .senSo.' 01 forward moO\.:-ntum Ihal
millC"i ~'ou ",~h they'd restricted the loCaloOnS t" shorter lengths
from the start B, the .'nd of 54, we may not havc any ilTlSWl'TS to
thoe 'b'g' quest,~ - Jacob ~bll .....mainl> a m\".. tcrv, the Smoke
M()nilcr mol\" ~ summonable \"'-1 we don'llnow wholt ,I is, and
u..,rc·s ob".llIs!\" t'Choes of an ancil'nl ci,ilJ5;lllon on the Island
but we' ...e noid~ who the>,. Wen!- bul ulllmollth'. at COUr5oi', ~I

isn'l 1\-"11....bout lhl'ilI\!i\\-"'rs
In somt' SImilar wars to c:.l«t" ... (wluch ilrn,ed on],,' a ,"",:or

belorr !..«<tj. ,fs 01 \1"1'"\ post-9fll show', w,th a nme.:! group of
charactl'TS h.anng 10 hnd 01 way oi 5UI'"\'I\"<og m the Wolke of an
apocolh'ptl": e,enl. and hndmg themsel"es locked In il baltle
between ratoonahtv and faitlL The.....·s ....en~ 01 1'ht X-frk!
in ttu.. !:>.attle, l:>utl4st deal~ with the- idca In" mlXl't mo.... oH-be.l
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Foundation's Favourites: rector no I
Andy Sawyer

') ,
I

n

(
WN.II~I~Ioo~e-.t·b\'i'drnt>G11

,oumal 01 ~ i>mon>

T«hm.::aU\. II wo:'n'IS 10 ~

Ufrllf'l"'..lloM wtudl
foun.J«ll>\~DC1a"'5Oll

III 1959 and is st,ll rnnnins
todal' 11 l>clng • o>a<lcml( and

~l,'d wllh IInl\'''l''''I'"
doesn'l roon!. IIlm I""rtupo; we
<hould rnrI.'older A langle')'
Searll."S's F,ml".W C,wlI"tlrlnt,>r.
which beg.:m In 1943 ,although
th"n'wa,"l.lnghialusbt'lween
t953 and Ihe s«ond seri,'$

L I ~~;:~~a~~ ::S/;:u~~:~:~
hbrary WaS no_ 57158 dale Summl"r 200-1) Rut th.>re·~ rerumly aeaSI'
for It\e RSFA's Wt"/,'r. whlrn IS widely regarded as one 01 l!le OC-SI of
1"""'non-l.::adem",,,"andwhoSl'fiNi5.>ueisdaledSuml1ll'rl958,FOl
the~lfiflvy('ars-.\'''''f",.hasm.nanln\·aluableSQUrceofart1("les.

Inlerv"~W1I.nd~ne",·<fortheSl'rious~ardlcrinloKicnrefiction

So WN.I" \'rtttJr no llw?
The urn I ue ... .as edited t>y author E. C. Tubb. and klftghme fan

TelT)' IC(.'\" handled Iht.' producbon. nbe st\'l~ ,eq...\.anc cbmblllg
mlo the §ttollIQ!o~on the CO\-er ~ uncr-e<lLll.,J, bul mtC"ll<'l" C<lrtOO!\:!i

I.re ..gno.-d t>v \erws.1'1l,o,CO\-erofthe'J<'COnd ........-um.dJtcd to'xl \\,11".,: }t......'l!$ produnod. the ............. for no ~ I Althou..... ~'n:""'is

d,~b«t "Ihe offlCi.:ll IOOmal 01 the Bnloo SciMc'e' FIction
A!I5OriIlioo~ ralm In..n whal It e..enlwll\, kOfne fa joumal ot
amaleur.and 'K'fIU-prot~1mhOsm.and "-".10.....'5). II n'atb more
Ill.. 0t0l' or thesenou~ fl.lWrM.'Sof!he 19J(l<.. '<\ld> "-, WallerClllmgs'~
s.:.....h/k-tlonl tk.ln I. dub or societ\. ':m\('_ OnI,' I. pilSI' ot ~dUMfi....J

..(h~I"''Tl'lmts'' plugglOS the BSFA'~ lItorolrl M'n-,Cl!', and.l wrihnS
rompe!lh,..... sugg...,ts tholl Ihis is publiYleoJ b\ an l't!aniSOlhon.
alth<)Ugh thl.. l:''1'\er..l too<! ..,f the mag;>>:lnc IS wcll within the
paramdc~ of whal many of the inJi.,Juals who §cl up tho.' BSFA
\\'anl,'<l a society w,""ch would someho... .ad olIS a bndge bcl\\'l't'n lhe
roencc{iction n\'del">hlpand thec"'1\'enhon·going/f.:"um,,~adlng

fan groups, {For mOteQn the h,slory oflhe BSFA sce the BSFA's web
F','ge/;. I"ipcdnll\' Ihe 1In" 10 Rob t-l.. ,,<en's hi~tory of the BSFA at
<hUp:/{IVIVIV,mjc"eh,demol\.co,ulJcambridgc,html> (or Wct"r 250­
Ed,IJ

Tubb-. ed,lonolll ,;cls Ihls lone SF. SOI\'S Tubb, wllh Its roots 10
Hugo Gcm>ba''''s ma.gulIIe5, is -a ne.... b"b\" and la rol15ldered by
manv 10 bc IIn illcglhm"te onc"'. Trne therelsrobbLShpubhw..:l.but
the standard I~ ,mpN\ 109. Sc:tenee ncllOtl 's KN\\'mg up nm. IS. of

roof'Sl'. an I.rgument whICh hOlS b«ome weansomelv fanuli....
through ItsTE"pClIIlon ....·eryroopleot vellT"§.l'tu1 thlspenod -!helale
1950:s - w~ C1!'rt,"nlv " good Ilmc for SF Among the m.aleri.o.l
ment>ont'd. l'1th.:r n''''ewed .... in~ 1."-, Allred B,:..tef'S Tt.~!

r,~,""! Arthur C. Cbr"e·.. OfllJbood's LltJ. (ne Fr..nl RU55Clrs W~,
and fictlOtlbv lohn \\'\7ldh.am. John Brnnner RobcrlStl\"l'fberg.and
I C BalLud There ..~ no women wnleR mentioned llpan from
.....lhenne M.aoeLto..n 11. ... nlet 1'\"(' recmlh- redl5CO\emil<l my grwl

dellll:htl and lhe "bmng:s of !he "Iew Wne Ut'~ y"ar5 m the
tutun-.l'tulthen.>IIn-C1!'t\.;IIOI\· ..u!t>oRmentior!o:<J ... hoIlTwr&>derof
Sf would fmd ~wollrthng

rubb I"llowed up h.... editonaJ ... llh lu~ "lIolndbool for

8eJ!:'nners' - I. btiK how-IG-wn~essay tor those ...-ha w'.-.vt I<l ....de
thru 0 ...." SF TuN.> dftcribt"s some n.arUh\e tn:hnlql>".~
\U"S of stor.teIh~ ldt!.cussmg the uSl' ot 1enM', fnr eYmple). and
Wllflb alto"ru.t wmmon t'TmIS l~ ildJCCh."Il'<. r'''rorhllOl\. .:md !he !10ft

of dJched dl.llOfl;tJor In ...·hKh f"-'l>f'IE'!«tun" Ndl oUwr Moout lhmgs
whid! tho:v lnow perlll'dl, well s,mph' in onkt 10> J"'15/; b,.....ic
m1orm.atlon ..long 10 the ~er H" aM drof-'!' K>tne IuInd~ lunts
"boutp~t.lllonAp,".lhl5eo;s.1v""'essenl1.;lI1lybo..'t.'f\n.'J"t.'ated

.... ,Ih • ariali0n5 Ihroughoul the h'~IO"'" of the B~FA for Ndl new
~ener.ll'onof would-toI.' wnl"..... bullh cl",ar, <efUlblo! ad'·lcc trom "n
intellig",nl prof....~ionlll Followmg thIS is Ih.> oompchhon mcmt;..,rs
a...·m\·,ledloprodllcca~wordsilorlslo ....'ab"uta};mfe_lntht·
grandlradltlonofRSrAcompelllionsthi!laUracteJ ">oentnl!'l;.byt..
T Mdntvre and ArthuT (HDoc") Weir. Weir won, bill Tubb, clearly
dissaHsficdwllh thchhlll<l.lrd of lhe entries, showcd how It coukl be
done wilhll~harp(50rry!)hlllesloryofh'sown.

!':e\l. /Im RlI1hg.ln dlsru~S(-S lwo f,lms, a RUS6ian film "bout
sp<lcetr.l\eJc"U<"<l B/":mgoTnfl/lofh,.Sluro;andth",llammerhortur
Vr'tlCul" starnnj:; Chnstopher Lt"C, Daphne Bud.ma_leT .:l'"Kucs that
the", IS stll11 room for Sf specul.JllOn posl-Sputnl".lnd "'i.1ruh·H

Sandfielddlseu "Stheql>Cf;lionofdutact"risi1lKlnmSFJuggesbng
lh.al we do nol nen'S..••mh r&>d SF f.... romplc\ ~\'dloluj.:IColll

ch..>r.acier....tud~ \-Jud1 of ...h.al he s;ln; is, In m"o....noplnion. qu.lt'
rtp,1. bul ,,-hen he IlJustT.lles d the problen1 "'Ith the Ct"ntral
argumenlto",&through."SFdoe:snotneedcNoTilldCTtS.:lltJonloan,
grwlet ....Ienl tMn.l Av,mmcl' "-,.all)' ne-ed~ lnmls m order to SWlffi

W..lI~ lun_ ....h.atheme.ms.butJnO'>lof.u ...ouldlool.l1ot
better m !he sWlmmm~-b.athsWIthout dlSplaving l;o'b of our .In.atoml'
..llo\-erlh<-pl.ace.noIloml.'tltionlhat,. .."Il,lnordeTtobo.'pmrlJltdlo
'Wo,m In most .....munmg-bath!; ,'00 do. .loC\u.I..lh'. ~-d ""-Ir «6tume
Wnh.·... "ho g" for the "big ideOlS .... Ilhout th~ poncv
charactens,oh.", and htE'filn constructlOl\.§tulfdollt....'<l 10 lnow wNI
tnev'ddoing Otherwl5elt really is the 1Ilera.... equ, ..alentofd",ngm
the swnnmmt/:·pool <on~< rostumc '" the In<.'rr',' df'lu~on that pt'(>ple
..re ildminng your brll\"ery "nd uncor".('tlhonaht" r.ltht-r lh.m
Wishing you'd la~l'O the trouble 10 put sonwth",s on. DUI thIS IS a
dlSCll-SliOlon whICh h,,~ bl.>de\ltled SF .incor Its Inc"pllon .nd
unjorlunatelyw,UnolgO.,way

An unsignl'<l "New~ and Views" column t"lh ,lbout th... st.,le of
SFpublishlOg,lndmenlionstht'lowebboffanni~h"cti\'lt)"olherlhan

[tOm the LlwrfX"Ol and CheJlenham groups, Terry jl"C""S Ind
Roberta W,lde provide uselully ",formative tOund-ups nf lhe
Ame..",n"nd6nhlohm.:lga7.lllCsrespeeh.'e1y-andth.:u.sit

1,,,,,,, ",,,l'"5.n inrereslll1g SlaTt fot the aSFA [I Wllli 10 go
th ......ugh I. series of rroubl"s 111 lhe ne~t lew years. Tu~ unk'rlulUlel)"
Tdll-.qulShed lheedllon.al rosl andaflerw\'eral J('C\·~....edlled ,ssues
the K'Sulllnll; muslCal.dl':lIrs me.anltrulllhefnsll''1llssuC5ot\·''''f'l/"
shared eIght <'d,,,,os bclwl'<.'f\ thl'Tll (...... of whom InodmI.lU",', "'u
~!l~l Moorrocll. From the .......00 1SS\>e onw..rds,. !he grNt

problem of dub pubhwng - receinng enough good-ojUallt} nuten.ol
III lime to rnt.'CIde.w.Imt"S-an toI.'~ to ha,,, dl'Sn'nded urot' the
l'mCrgenI6SFA_Wllhll1o('tt'~enC"'olItthestl.rt\'ncl•.,.rooldlulw
de\--cloped Il>oJft qu.d."· mlo ... hat ,t eventuall\' t>ec.lJne, .and ne- IS.

lMlK'b. forlMtallCl!', M' fil:S<inollhngf'lKorl.boutSF.lnd fant.bvEfl
PortuS..t .and earh'~ cml.lm Irtworl bY. I,m CII ... tt.om.md an
mId(' bY "'~ Am~ Ilul nWl §O, Itus host L5SUt" IS of gn'olIt
int,,~. Sun."\' ,fs one of lhe~ documents of Bnt,sh SOt"n<-Y
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Resonances
by Stephen Baxter

If you are a ~-oung adult in :!<n3. rou have grown up wJlh
dire warnings of the global climate-<:hange disaster that
will unfold dunng the coming rentury - a century much of
which wIth lud. (good or otherwise) ;.'ou might e'"fleet to
!i\·e through. For inst..nce m hiS book TIll' RrtYI',~ Qf Gain
(2lJOb), envIronmentalISt James Lovelod.. th£. key
proponent of the ·Cai ..!.' hypothesiS, says he ~lieves

climate change will claim billions of lives.
Ot COUNe the 8"--....n apocalypse isn't the only threat

loommg over us. Wc fear we will be terminated by a

dinosaur-kill.:!r asteroid strike. or a global pandemic, or th.:!
burlllng of the last of the oil, or the conv.:!rsion of the Earth
into mush by nanotechnology gone mad - or we will bum
ourselvcs up in a clash of civilisations. It must be difficult
to see through thiS miasma of dire warning; to a hopeful
future

But the modem young ..ren't the first generation to
ha\·e grown up with a threat of doom soon. \1v gene.r.. tion.
bom In the fifties, was educated into an awareness of the
Cold War, a mmd.numblOg stalemate that rould have
triggered a mibS nuclear war, It ..... 015 hdrd to Imagine
groWlOg old, It seemed pointless plantlO~ a tree, for it
would h.we no chanet' to gro\\ before the future was
t£>munated in a wall of blinding light

This .....as the seed for m)' young-adult novel 11,.. H­
&1mb GIrl (Faber, 20(7). I wanted the modem young to
have a glimpse of the horrors of futures past. So I set the
book in October 196:2, wh('n the Cub.ln MISSIle CnslS
broughl us probably as close as we ever gol to all-out
glob,,1 nuclear war

At that hm(" the Soviet Union was losing the nuclear
arms raC(', Premier Khrushchev saw that If hl! could plant
bases for shorH.:mgl! missiles on the island of Cuba, with
liS friendlv Commurlisl government, he could even up the
playing field at a stroke, and cheaply, In October 1962
American !>py planes spotted the launch pads, still under
construction, Pn'sident Kennedy, fearing <l wider war,
ruled out air strike;, and IIlvaSl\)IlS and ordered a
'quarantme'; US Navy ships were ordered to turn back an~

more Rus~ian shIps. I(ennedy was Ir}'m~ to ~how firmness
without pro\'ok!ng a fight. Behind the scent"!> there were
frantic negotiations. but world war was dn <lcadental
gunshot away

And if that fateful trigger had been pulled. the bombs
would have probably f.. llen on Sunda~' 18th October 1962.
at Sam III BntalO - 3am In WashmgtOfl. the most difficult
time to respond A tot.. l of some two hundred megatons
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would have beoen delivered 10 the Ut(, mor(" than t('l1
tlumSllfld tlln~ tll.? firepower unleashed on HiroshIma In
our hmeline, 1967 SilW the 'summer of love' If the bombs
had fallen Britain's population would haw reached a
mlmmum thilt year, with between four and eight million
people scraping for survival.

But mISSIles on Cuba Just weren't worth ri~klllg war
over. Both sides backed off. The Russians dismantll?d their
bases on Cuba, and III return the Americans got nd of their
own miSSile bases in Turkey. Annihilation was postponed,
and everybodv started worrying about somdhing el$(',

The facl is, we're always fearing the worst; it's just Ihat
the worslw(" c.m imagine keeps chimging. n,e generations
before Cuba had their own horrors of the future, Pre­
Second World War Britons feared the coming of Ihe Nazis
with poison ga~, paratroopers and fifth columnists. HG
Wells, one of the most eminent mod('rn prophets of all, m
11lf SJlIlrorl'fTImlg~ 10 COIII.. (1933) fon'Silw a world war thal
would last decades. ending in global ruin, None of these
threats came to pass, al least not as the most ('\trerne fears
depictL>d them

West£>m culture has a dCl?p-rooled e\pcctahon of
apocalypse Just around the comer that seems 10 date back
as far as the Book of Revelations, which itself dem-ed from
Jewish and older cschalologkal traditions (see Simon
Pearson's A Briq H,story uf tile E"d ,if 111.. World, :2006). Jesus
Himself seems to have expected the cnd of the world in
H,s own generation. Arguably the most lllfluentlal book
ever written, Revelations' picture of the coming last days,
when all will be swept aside in a hme of disast("r and
battles before the coming of a new order, r('mains a
template for our many views of the futul'C. The climate­
change .!occnarios {rcltN over by the MoD and the
Pentagon follow just such a patlem, of an ilS(' of conflict
over dimmished resources like water pre<eding global
breakdown.

Today there are plenty of adherents 10 the literal vision
of Revelallons, mcluding many in positions of power. In

1981 James Watt, President Reagan's secretary of state,
stood before Congress and claimed that protecting natural
resources was unimportant because Christ was soon to
return. But ~'('Il beyond the ranks of the core religionlSls,
the currt'nl debate about climate chang£> has taken on an
evangelical tone that transcends the sci('l1et' results, wilh
·climate change deniers' being challrnged b\' the true
behe\ers.

Perhaps apocalyptic thlllking is in some circumstances
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a valuable meme. Humanity has indeed been faced with
immen!;C convulsions and disasters in the past. from the
climatic shudders of the Ice Ages through to the grim
mortality of the Black Death. Maybe our habitual
JX'ssimism about the future is an expression of a kind of
folk memory, a grandmother instinct warning us not to be
complacent, 10 make us cxpo.."'Ctant of drastic future change,
as we have eXJX'ricnccd change in the past.

But on the other hand we may Ix> more resilient in the
face of even savage change than we sometimes imagine.
We recovered from the Black Death, and the Second World
War, And some horrors don't come to pass at all; the Third
World War never happened.

Not only that, the threat of a mega-catastrophe may
actually be diminishing. In July 2008 (see N,'II' Scientls/26th
July 2008) a conference at Oxford University's Futme of
Humanity Institule discussed the risk of global disasters
capable of killing hundreds of millions. Leaving aside the
entirely unknown, and slow-burners like climate change,
Ihe assembled experts concluded that many such threats
are lessening. Security safeguards CI15ure that acts of
bioterrorism and nuclear terrorism are getting harder to
perpetrate, while the threat of nuclear war has been
diminished by a reduction in stockpiles and a shutdown of
weapons material production. Asteroid strikes remain il

danger, but our mapping of space is good enough for us to
be sure there is no second dinosaur killer waiting out
there. A nasty flu vims could strike, but governments arc
well prepared for the worst case, And so on. Wc may be
safer in many ways than we have been for decades.

And maybe we're actually getting better at handling

mega-disasters, or the
threat of them. Some
thinkers now believe that
Kennedy's successful
judgement during the
Crisis might serve as a
model for the resolution
of future conflicts (see for
e.x.lmple the essay by
Jeffrey D Sachs of
Columbia University in
Scielltific Amalcall, March
2007). Kennedy treated
his Soviet adversaries as
rational, and he tried to
avoid Vilifying them or
backing them into a
corner. He noted later, as
Sachs i\uotes: "Nuclear
powers must avert those
confrontations which
bring an adversary to a
choice of either a

J humiliating retreat or a
nuclear war."

Game theorists today describe Kennedy's strategy as
'generous ht-for-tat' (GTFT). You cooperate with your
opponent as long as he plays along. If he begins to cheat
you stop cooJX'rating too, to show your opponent there are
advantages in cooperating.. but you always leave the door
open for future cooperation. Sachs notes, "GTFT is so
successful and robust that many evolutionary biologists
suppose that the basic strategy is somewhat hard wired in
human attributes", It seems to me that Kennedy, along
with similar spirits on the other side of the Iron Curtain,
avoided the catastrophe fundamentally by understanding
that the basis for cooperation lies in our shared humanity.
Anyhow we have to be grateful that the strategy worked III

this instance, or else there might have been no more
evolutionary biolOgiSts - or indeed evolutionary biology.

None of this minimises the real threat posed by such
problems as climate change. But a recognition of our
propensitv for apocalyptic thinking casts a clearer
perspectIve on our hopes and fears.

As Kennedv said after Cuba, "In the final analysis, our
most basic co~mon link is that wc all inhabit this small
planet ... Wc all cherish our children's futures, And we are
all mortal." Perhilps that fundamental sympathy might
help us muddle through to 2100, as wc have been
muddling through one threat after another since the Ice
Ages. We will survive the green apocalypse, chastened and
changed perhaps, and by the time those now young grow
old, their children will have found something entirely new
10 worry about.

45
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The New X
Photocopying the Navel of August Caesar

Graham Sleight
5o.:>nw wnt..rs _ tht-lo..">J - SIgn m unml5taLWII' .. ,t!un a few words.

Ik~'soroe04!hcm,lrum 1991

To .u~' tNI ,n a p;"e lwo W'lJ"5 John Goodman h<15 f"""ltoed from
"-.,.~thannowhl'A'IQ~lho.>tnOSl/'rnrloYlbketu'ac1.,.,.aetot

~,""" OomlJ Plea """. IS "boul .IS adl'<luale as ...ying IllS

ml.arl<'f in Ih" m" "15 tho.> most asl"t<'l" c"lcul"l~"<l ~nc.l On",r
Slurtfs In ''''''ml<'' ,., A"",,~. It's IWl that ......cluanv d~ much
\n the (,Im.lle doeon't''''en "-'SCUc Udf] O.nlclsal tllo.' end a5

VU"'''-' foo!'roOJ-t~"""""d c~p«1ing. lie jll51 does h,! ,ha,,,(I.,.,.
lh<o th..'vIIlJgee~temlln"h>.,for .... I"'tllllleltm"Il......Janytime
t ·s,)liult,)l>I.....w..-dhole'nll\e""npl Idoo'tthml.!tus,san
a<:c"lmt Atti'I'lo,)I'tw'5,ngup \'OlldonutwA'sc...-w,thltus
"",n,f\·Ollc,)nJ"."i'Nblva,"""dlt.'roudonotapp"'a'inlheN,""
shot. "'..... It \·" ....d fit. When waldung the dadl~ you blod. olf
y""ry_,)fru.~oItfk>lICft'mw,thp,,,,rJ'llm \""'lI"I5Iton
"'"l~hngtusmod'l.lllwend..ftlv"""'than·and· Should
y""hno.lv"".,...Jlu...."',i,hbh'tr..ppedin.d~5CE'lW.a~
1of_~.anJt......rew"'..'""afou.-wa>ndp"'wel<>rtlv
M_d-.- bdon:.-pondmg 10 anyot luJ, Imn. \ ..... ha.... no
~chanorul'"'~a..,.,....tromJ<>hn(;o;,d....... th.antroma
""S'It lr-.,.,;aItJbb,.t.

An}()r\oe"ho rods J"lrr..,.... "IU lnow who lhat is N,..lo. u...'e
who's hem corunbutlllJ!: 6lm fe'\ _-,; 10 the ma~ under the
Nnnef·\tuWllropcom~!W\a',swe13tnAutumn1'185 H~mthl'

UK, '\l,',-e~ e\rept>orwllr w\'ll-off lor smart and lnowkodgeable
people wntmg aboul Sf ulm: Roz M't"'f"lt')'. (o;"m '\;ewman,. and ~
laIC John 8rosnaf\ f"" ~tarters. Bul tno....· Ih ...... al\' al~ M>own for
other adl.itlt"'!l in lhe Sf field. Lowc.', SO far as I'm aware. has written
nobooLson Sf Iht"re's!hcllllrr..o>l<'oolumn ,)nd no! muchels.e. Nor.

unk.. an}'one else Ciln contradIct me, has his "'or"- n.-eei.'ed an)'
form..1"-'<'l.>gnlhon. no nominations for lhe BSfA OT olher aWllrds, no

GoH spolS lit oon"enl;on~ About Lowe himself I l.oow '."1)' hnl"
h'e nc""r m,,1 thl' man. lle's appM"nl!y" ReaJer m Classt('ll al Royal
Hollowav, just out~id" London; his W"b5Ih~ ",'crs that he ;s no
r..l..hon lolht.. pub-roo:l. Singer of 1101' s.:lm,'""me or the couple of
other Nlclo. IAw~ QUI the.., in popular rollu'" WhM I do krmw is
Ih"1 htS run Qf fllm're'<'K'wmg al l"r............ has been the longesl
conlmuQU~Slint of worl. 01 this calibre in my .'....ue !;nce r"e Sl..rt,>d
reading SF InJ,....J, Iht"re haw bet,,, tmw!>. In the magnme's
gloomier dars. .. ...", 1'\'1' oc.ughl W m.:tgazme just for MUlillll

Popcorn. ..nd I """''''I'm not lheonl,' one
The Cl.,t thmf: to pKlo. ClUt about 1015 "nllng ') 11$ deru;'I\', u",

'<peedWl1h .. hi<:hIwm;>l,e,;hispoml$lnare'<_04//.Irr¥PoItn.""
thr GoNttoJl( Fir, m 17 :IT.! (1l)(l6~ he !>.'lU tNt -the l'ot\et" films .In"

ir'IcrNsm~h' b%..·.J.'ung tht- loogh-kwe t.'dtlor ttw booLs shoulJ han'
had· TIU<."• .md )'OU cuuld write a docto,,)] thnts on tMt 11 ,'OU
wanh'd Or, ..I slightlv more 1en~1h. Lowe on Glorge Luc.llS m ..
~llvsrmp"'thebc""_'ofThrPlomh""M(__cmlZl"''l(1999)

ForrtwNWnglrulhaboutGeort;<'luca hhn"",ler ..nd...-r
ut 1Iw ga\,)'I' llIlt\at "" is aman""""-'d b>' ...... !UJ"" to «hoot --.d
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Unll tk·",lIcan'lp!ot.can'I,,·ntl:diak>gu<'.cal1·ldu·enhUfl\M\S.
anrJ,lahltko;,,'ho.,"onforml$aw,:r.o.d""lhot...r)board•. t>u(,~

dNrl\ more romtonabk on tu<; mature ca........, as a \1,·,It" "f the
dlg,I,)I ..1S lh.on a) a .....lerof furm ,n his own ....me

Lucas u Mcdici of the digital ..m is somcthmg that',> .haped my

o"'nunders\",,dmgofftllth~oflheJ"''<Juelulms,It'~ ...halyou
mightthinl.ofas"n"~planntoryide..,on"lh,'trro.1\',dl.,,,af'3mewor\..
for u"derstandlng fa. mo,e than il says d"«tl,,. I1 ~i,"') n.'~son~, fot
iMLln<\). wh)' Luc.ls in hIS OVD co~nt.:l';'~ ha'dly e,'eT tall..!;
..oout aClmg or p.~rformance,bUI a g~at d....l abvut Ih..• m,"Chania; of
puumgshtlls togdher. HI.'nCC .. lso. for insUnCl.',hIS 1,-nJ,'f'Il:'" to share
those oomtnml,lnl'5 not wllh actors but WIth the fell"w l,..:hnical­

i\pe5 from the worl..sho.>p he's crealed And, md,....'\I. h,s '"''''''SIng
role <15 a cu,.. torip;>tron ror such prqects as CJ..'1I< W".... 'ather I""" a
crealor,"hl~ownnghl

A Sl,m,l,)rl\' lroitful ronasen<'S'> ,s round '" to..·.... ! re" ...... ot
O"od L.-nch·! Tlt·",p,.h rlT.I\''''lWlll,M.. mlZ~\I'l\l)I·

1"Iw"'f""*>Iem with L\ndl's lre..t""",t >t ............. ,~ t~ "a..
tht-.·"'JuItm_~loedandpot..ni!INI'n1"~"''''g"band

1>ad."rpnlar>dITamP'>~..-..:Iwhortf; UUTaOll'msand
lwbo!-lla~ goody-good. Donna Hany,),<!.,..-..:I doubk>-­

da........J UuraPalmt'rS.lrsooctw-ttl'Wwurnen,.>Icuu",",..-..l

,,'.,."tl 'loruI~'..1one
On<> lhe thmgs th.ol n..-nt....lh· d~tkd Ihv ,,"bt!Jt> 01

T1r'I~ Pm ,,'as,ts ~''''' -""Il: 01 "'/ It> IT,,uaJh''
ambo,·..lenl t:h.>,xters Illlo whit... 'IOU'" and bt.clo. III ......r
N,1..."""ablolUI(·goodillld""i1,p.>rroftJw'l\'fWS·klngdn<-ent
from romrlc\ltv and amblgu,ly mtQ _~h,ng """""
"-'<'<>g"1II.lhlvhl.elde,·lSion.

It'. not)uSI that this is an analy.is Ihal m""'-"scl.ri/)·lnll""nst'of
what L.'ndlhad done up toth.at pomt It'sal!KIu!>O.'lul-and,mdeed.
un(annlly p.edictiw _ in underslanding laler f,lm. li .... u,~l HISlrll\l.~.

M"IJ,,,lIol,,1 Dm", and '''I,'''d £"'1"1'<'. It mJl<cs dca,. wIthout
boclabou'mgthcpolnl, that Lynch'smoral vi~ion m...rd,' .....,ms to be
p,nnt,"<l msrl.')'.lIndthallhcre'sa I"'rhroI3r"~lollth., ....om""

ch.J,oJct~.,

One /,)"0,,1" sut.>,ed la' Lowe III the ,JIOCl<.') 01 modem

5Cn'I'n""hngtneo",and the f\'dudivesimphcih''5I.'fd''''''lQr\Sinl~

..~~., ~,)K'I" O1'·bt.'..ls~. Ho,,'~·e,. hcdoe5n'\k'<' th,sIn lSOlIhon. ~

.. ,tnt.--s Ih... pa,~'aph lrom lhe sbrt of .. oolullVl. mtroducmg a
fe'\lt".. o/Tf'TT\,Cllham'-s Thr Ftihn ""':i: In IZ 'ih1101Y.!1

rd hloo 10 _ !<-rh Campbell on thr bonh'" tranlh Ap"'r1

tn'lm IIw br._«'nlnR ~ften ... dn-...k.. '"'" lm.lmh AlnO'nCanl
~h ..taUtNllU"-'t>-JUnpan ....... ~lwadd"'~ing
,lod. ;b~r. th~"..-s~ ' ...""',011"...5...... '" tlw

....AA""'....... lh.ol a ~ngloNll' rotnJ'k" ..ndd, .. cno;
... thranthmp..I(lKYo/ .....n-ab'ecanbotred~toache3p
.....rn......."" mdlIpnorol personalgfO><'lh l},., 'lICt 1Nl Ih.. 5lull IS
g."n,ngralooth.onloslngground,,,,,,,,SttkolttoeAILl,mc'Sfl·l



"pn"ltv<k<o~I.Bullhel'Nlly..urnungln'ndl>l""W")1l

""""'510""....-plog into ~wnllngCW..-.~LL>C~"

man w,th a b;>dly Californian bra,n. ,~ cl~arly the thid ",Ih""
I"'r~. na1UlClhnson aooul how If fl wasn't for h'5"ld guruJoe
Slu W.rs WQUld roe'"" tu".. changed the hlStory ill 1,lm. And In
HoIlv..'ood. at least. "'her.> the....·s" hug.. ""clef lNrI.et k>r
5Unj>W-mJndcd ct.s-;..l rtdlK'bOnlSl IO"p1U1l1tKlnS cl
tnumplunllynonh"""rpnlCl!l8ftb~rno--Waoo:wos. tlus.solt
""-svQlmcrn""rtof ..n~>"5iss.elblou,d~pLaN-lSeo> .. g·
Lind.. Sqer, ...Iat",.~ .. GOf1d Sml'l C......r. s.mue'F~ 198':" _ ..
..,ntral t""(o,und.. rstand,ngwluthapP".-!toltK.-llolly.."OQd

"""I" in the l'JllOs.j No molte, that if you do sct "ut
5)"sl\'rnatica1lytoapr1ythe m.g.cfonnubvoumdupWllhapilo!
of g<.WIf< poo lik WrI/o:Io;(o h,th ,s mdntrurt,blr

nu:,;nl1!.....tinthe$tnK.1U.... <Jlfilnu:-howjt~abouL.md
how ifsshapt'd by lhle~io('()nI""1il~ from - is rcfk.ctoo in

a CQUple QI \..owe's mu", distinctiv.. angles on the field TIll." first is an

aw",,"ness-u5ual1ya",used ratherlhan impati"nl-of IM ways In
which ""rrati,,,,,! show the shJIping imprint or lheir nealor

Espea.Jly in lhe fanlllShc. a dC'\'ice IJle a ring. a prophNy, or an
or~ can most fruufully be understood as a partul I"e\~bon or
how W storYs $UPJKl5'l"d 10 be sha~. (Hena-, most famously,
!..owe's $Uggestion lhat ttwo SI." W"15 mov,es malt' rar more sen!I<' if
you subshlUI" the lerm "the Force~ W,lh "the Plot~, lh..-re's adU,1lly a

longexpos'tion of lhis in Lowe's 1986lall 1l>eWeU·T"rnpered Plot
Devire", onlin(> ,11 <hllp:l{news.ans,ble.ooul}plold..v.html> whIch I

won'l Iry 10 summan.w, "The Well-Tempered Plot De"iC1i'~ 15, I
belie>.... ~'s first u~ in pnnt of the term ~plot roupons~, now
,mmortatlSed m wrilE'f's' worlshop .....1OOnS: you lrel.. rouod the
r;llll~l.tnd nup,w11rct them ..lI. and then nuilorrror lhe ftldmg I

Ro>lall'dIQ!hu'5a!«OnddiSlincti,,·appru.tehhcou~whl(h'5

hMder 10 paraphra:ie. I thinl Ihebest lYay I can surnmansc it is Ihal
;I's th" movie " ..csion of onlogcny-recapllul.lles-phylogeny. As Low"
uses it. It'S an apprwch that suggests lhat lhe deep slroctu~ of a
Il'lO\'ie will ..-hen properly ~anuned. re",allhe d«l5lOO5 thal m.ode

'I becornoe that sh.ope_ TIllS IS oftt'fl done from om Sf h ..me .os w,th
ttus, from IZ 17-l (2001):

SJr,you·dbelt..-r_this, We fishl'd it oul m the i(e ""ut.Ulon
Villa a 00111'1" IIf mo"ths bad.. and IIur le.:hOld,ms ha"c h"d 'I on
I.... sL>b Irving to flSu", oul how it fun<:tloned. We're now sure
It·salal.,.m<XMhununrnemellCprodu<1oflhel,ndlno..",as
motlOn podulft, and our an:t.eo droOds got pm'" ~Ied when
thPv idmt'hfd 'I as !tor 1ong·1ost AI: Artifici..J InleJlipn« - the
""""'IeINlmanV ....,~$USp«tedtoholdthe~,tothemy_ryof
whe'lhe. humans we... lruly npable of ,.mollon. W"'VI' long
known Il\;}l lhe humal\.1 u:;o:<l III buIld 'ht>'" v~slly e~p"nsiye

"r!if'ci,,1 creation' endowed wilh "mul.led "mo!iOIl. ~.

rornoolallOM In lhelr i....dequacy, 'nunort.Jl un<:twns,ng
""rr-''''''' of IMr own '.,Iute 10 kn'" whom ....,." Ion& outli,ed
tN.rnNlor's.8ultU,.theonlYonl'lt..t bl!1l'lbstoryasn
...:1ui111vNppen«l,the'"J"Cston·of .. ",,"ftlilernntW·s~to
b.>como:re.;olenoughlofulf,lIlt5lW'edl'orlo>·e.

The metaphor i. c~IC'Ilded in var'ou. w"y5. Th" slral. of the
archaeological invt'!>tigat,on mirror the strala of lhe film's lorlu"".

SCl't'('Jlwnting pl'1X'l!$S. lhe me......'. "Iu"'" for rove not only refl~

thal of IIv androod Halt.'}' foel Osmcnt in AI bul~ the attempt of
Kubnd.-Spwlberg to graft emotlOrlol1 re:5OnanC1i' onlo the A!dt§S
vignetle the projed begun wllh The mt1aphor is a ('l)nCl1"1,. of cou...,
a game - but a game lhal" ln5lrurn,'f/' ThIS lmd of approach is
particularlyusdulinlool:ingatlh~films-anincreasingnurnber,lt

Sl:'ems _ which h."1I h"d a p",lr"c1ed dll"elopm~'1l1 h'story. and
where lhe finished prodUcl refll'd!i lhe work "od lIl'llSlbiltly ofa
numbe1"ofhMl<k. In otJv,.-words, il'sp;ortlCULlIrly SUllOO to films

"Thm:' are plenty of other Itunjs;. 10 ('C1ebra~ tlI Lowe'~ wnhns
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~saJOYlOtheidlOCYoitheftdd.;&sf'\',di"l'1«'db\-hlsocaslOrlol1

offhand suggest,ons for unmaLabk> sequels: Crt,:;"" "''''~ 11 rH,! My
""me's ROSt-obud. Any call. For men, W"ltrsl"p l).'ll'1I w,th gUI flora.
or F"_~lPIg thr R"",'s, a 1.3.ny update of lhe MR Jamt'!> story fcalunng a
heilrtles.s}"Urr.epaidba.:l..forunl..lOdnesstoas)'psy·There·'ildeep
_ lhough rarely shown..aff - knowkodge of wnllt"l1 SF There's a

gmumetv surreal i......guution ..I worl.. m some of tlv offhand
remi\rl5. Tl>e~ 15. when llv OCUSIOn c.11s for ,I,. .. mor.l senousness.
as WIth lhe ~trad on lynch quoted abo>... Aod It••,,.,'s om aesthetIC

oullook, as '·0Kl.'d m IZ 2\ (1987) whIch all",n 5Ii-"effilI pn.'dicti,·e of
whal'shap!X'nt'<lin Ihe!wodecadcsSUl<:e

SOw....lcan .."'r~forltw"'"tde.:adelofSFClr'l<1lUI?
I know wNl fd hk to 5Ii'e. thous" I CUI'I,maSl"" it bean much
h~toanyone,""",·.ohupplngll5lor"'NI.....'II~entu.lllyl>'"
flW<ietoronsume_ I'd hlt'Io~(..",.rc..,tlwS~.. s....-pttw 1988
Osc"J$(hleIYI"ndd~i'(oplllnislJ().rdlilt'IoW<'Jefi

Goldbl"m pl"y Rlchard Feynnt.a'" MarhnScQ'_WlIllho' 1992
l)"mOCT"I!c nomin.olion, and loll more mml aboul depressi""
ardulect:spho!oropy'nglhe .... ,...lofAugusluIC_rS"lrnosl
of all I "'MII fast.... films for shr"'l..lOg ~ll....llll" Sp"fIS, more
tilUUy .."'~ NIb,,&- stuff lhot rMur:aln our populo,
~b)'fornnIustopr<l<-"ft'"u....gesalluthet1o
~..mnI"'" .prcd... I ""f'P'J8f I roukl offer ~ p-" wish fUr
scnpl.w,lhim~gi""h<Jn.inlelhgeo<.'t'."ndpolH'("landt'ffiQtM;ln.J.l

,""Iunly. bul who would Ibelddd,ng?lfyoucan'lliwwl!houl
Ih"t sluff, )'uu'IIIta"e~ preuy w'etched luncal the mQvid. Filr"
is .. hea" a man'publ1\'e medIUm. a Ihrool'S,,,bbe1-; gre~1 ftImt1
should crush \'OUt TftISIan<'l' W ....11 you 10 your ..... 1. lhen lurn
oo)'OUrem0t>0n5"k~ooalNnl.oi_'Ime...I{,_

11_ III the ","lien rea..... they nvI,... ltr fin!; pnm'"V1' g1"'l1nJt.
of"'teUtgenc.o .......tI. I"Ii be well pleit!il'd

Wanted - Matrix Production Assistant
Matrix, the BSFA's online news and media
magazine (http://www.matrix·online.nct/}.is
looking to recruit a Production Assistant to help
with the preparation and management of the
Matrixwebsite.

Candidatt.'S should:
• be able to write and debug raw HTML
• be able to write and debug CSS
• have a basic understanding of webpage
structure and navigation
• be familiar with (and possess copies of)
Photoshop and Dreamweavcr or equivalent
• be aware of copyright and fair lIse issues
related to the use of media photographs

Interested candidates should email the editor of
Matrix, lan Whates, at FINIANG@aol.com with a
description of their design experience. A
background in journalism or other writing may
also be beneficial.
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